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Seu me tranquilla fenefius 
Expeftat, feu Mors airis circunsvolat s alis y 
Dives , inofSy Rom<e t feufors ita juflerit-, exul, 
Quifquis erit <vita> fcribam, color, HoR. 

IMITATED. 
Whether Old Age a tranquil evening brings, 
Or Death fails round me with hi* Raven Wings ; 
Rich, poor; at Rome, or London; well, or ill; 
Whate'er my fortunes, write I muft and will. 



LONDON: 
FRJNTED FOR T. CADEL, IN THE ST&ANB. 

M OCC LXXXVII. 



TO 



Sir JOSEPH BANKS, Bart. 



PRESIDE NT 



OP THE 



ROYAL S O C I E T Y.' 



Dear Sir! 

' I v O offer to You, who are ma- 
nifeftly engaged in the moil 
ufeful and mod refpedable ftudies, 
a Collection of Fugitive Pieces, may 
perhaps at firft fight appear to the 
Vol. I. A world 



DEDICATION, 
world as a flagrant impropriety, or 
at bcft but an ill-timed compli- 
mcnt. 

But the truth is, it is not my dfefire 
to fhelter thefe Papers under the Patron- 
age of the President of the RpYAJ, 
Society } but to feife this opportunity 
of publickly teftifying the fincere re- 
fpedt and regard I entertain for your 
Chara&er, and to acknowledge the 
Obligations that I owe to Sir Joseph 
Banks. 

Thefe confidderations. will, I trufl^ 
he received as an Apology by the Pub* 
lick, and yrill, * kopp, induce You 
to pardon the liberty I have taken in 

requeuing I 



DEDICATION, 
requefting your friendly acceptance of 
thefe little volumes, as a faint pledge 
(of the Veneration and Gratitude of, 



Dear Sir, 



Your moil obliged 



And moil faithful 



Humble feryant, 



Richmond, 



GEORGE COLMAN. 



PREFACE; 

THRIVING the other day through the 
*~* City — drivings for alas ! at prefent wri- 
ting I cannot very well walk — I obferved, 
in different panes of the extended window of 
an eminent Linen-Draper, a confpicuous Bill, 
exhibiting thefe words in very large Charac- 
ters: THE GOODS OF THIS SHOP 
TO BE SOLD CHEAP, THE OWNER 
LEAVING OFF TRADE, 

Though it is not my intention to fliut up 
Shop, and though I fhall not probably leave 
trade till life leaves me, yet meditating at 
that moment on the few pages neceflary to 
be prefixed to thefe Mifcellaneous Volumes, I 
could not help comparing my Stock of 
Effays, Prefaces, Letters, Remarks, Odes, 
Epiftles, Epigrams, Prologues, and Epi- 
logues, with other Literary Fragments, to 
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the Bales, Pieces, and Remnants, of my 
frriend the Linen-Draper. 

In one refpeft indeed our fituations are 
exa&ly fimilar/ we are both obliged 
to evacuate our feveral warehoufes, and 
though we may both on this occafion 
bring forward fome ftale commodities, yet 
we both offer all our prime goods much 
below prime coft. 

Nay, fays a Critick, but your cafe and 
that of your friend are not, as you pretend, 
cxadlly fimilar. He is under a neceflity of 
difencumbiring himfelf of all his wares* 
good, bad, or indifferent ; but from you wc 
have a right to expeft and demand a Selection* 
Alas, my honoured Sir ! a Sele6Hon is now 
out of my power. Many of thefe pieces, 
fince firft printed and publifhed, have been 
reprinted and republifhed without the pri- 
vity or confent of the author; and ten to 
one, if the breath was out of his body,, 
but fome other colleftion of 4Jiis fort would 

be 



PREFACE. v ii 

be offered to the Publick under his name, 
much lefs feleft than the prefentj fwelled 
with articles, of which in the firft inftance 
he was not the retailer or manufacturer, and 
For which he ought not, dead or alive, to be 
made or thought refponfible. 

Of the Contents of thefe Mifcellanies a 
fliort Summary is given at the conclufion of 
each volume; yet it appears neceflary to 
fpeak more at large, in the ftyle of a 
Catalogue RaifonfiU y of fome of the Par- 
ticulars. 

The firft volume confifts entirely of 
Effays j a ftyle of writing to which the Au- 
thor has always betrayed a great propenfity. 
This inclination led him, at a very early 
period, to offer the paper that opens the vo- 
lume to the condu&ors of The Adven- 
turer, who honoured . it with acceptance 
and infertion, fome time before the dif- 
ftinguilhed aera when the illuftrious 
Mr. Town introduced hirafelf to the 

A 4 notice 



viii PREFACE. 

notice of the Publick under the title of The 
Connoisseur. 

The Series of Papers, under the names of 
The Genius and The Gentleman, were 
chiefly undertaken with a view of promoting 
the intereft of the Publications in which they 
appeared, and with fome thoughts of longer 
• duration * but other avocations intervening, 
they were discontinued as abruptly as they 
were begun. For every thing in thefe papers 
the Editor is refponfible, except for the 
Epiftle to a Friend at the conclufion of No. XI. 
written by Mr. Lloyd, 

The numbers of VERRjE-FILIUS 
were written and publiflied at the time of 
their feveral dates, during a party xo Oxford 
in company with my old friends and fchool- 
fellows Thornton and Churchill: neither 
of whom however took any part in that 
publication, though Thornton on our re- 
turn frankly owned his regret ,at not having 

joined his old Coadjutor, 

The 
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The fecond volume opens with a firing 
of Letters and other articles, written for 
the fame purpofe as the main part of the 
Effays in the firfts afting in concert with 
men whofe names I loved, and whofe me- 
mories I revere. A certain fplenetick 
author, who confefTedly dates the dawnings 
of his Genius from his juvenile effufions in 
a Weekly Journal, fpeaks in his ufual ftyle 
of Egotifm with great contempt of the 
writers andlharers in News-Papers. For my 
part, not confeious of having written any 
thing in them for which I ought to be, 
afhamed, I am free to confefs my having 
written in them. Nor indeed ought He to 
blufh at his earlicft connexions ; but rather to 
pride himfelf, and affume more confequence 
than he now challenges, if poffible, from 
the refleftion of having conveyed his Loofe 
Thoughts and Tritical Effays to the Pub- 
lick, through the fame channel with the 
manly Lucubrations of Pulteney and Boling 
broke. 

The 
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The two Prefaces to the plays of Mafliri- 
gfer and Beaumont and Fletcher, though 
conveying no Literary Do&riries which I, do 
hot avowi "ar£ not however to be ftri&ly 
taken as coming from me as the Editor of 
either of thofe Publications, for which I 
do not confider myfelf as refponfible. Th£ 
Critical Refle&ions were thrown together 
at the inftanceof Mr. Garrick* to ferve his 
old fubje£l Daviesj who, converted from 
an Aftor into a Bookfeller, had purchafed 
the remaining copies of Coxeter's Edition 
bf the Works of Mafiinger, tq wliich he 
added the Critical Reflexions as a Preface, 
Of the Edition of the Plays of Beaumont 
and Fletcher I never faw a line, to the belt 
of my recolleftion, till near two volumes 
Were printed, t afterwards revifed the proof 
ihects, and by degrees interefted myfelf ftill 
more in the publication j for which I had no 
other motive than the defife of preventing 
a probable lbfs to a perfon who had hazarded 
a very confiderable fum on the undertakings 
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The Appendix to the fecond Edition of 
the Translation of Terence is inferted in 
thefe volumes, for, the reafons afligned in 
the Poftfcript to that Appendix, now firft 
publiflied, to which Poftfcript I beg leave 
to refer the reader* 

In this detail of the feveral parts of this 
Compilation, one of the firft attempts at_ 
Vcrfe that prefents itfelf is an Ode to Obli- 
livion and an Ode to Obfcuritys in fpeaking 
of which I may fay of this Farrago, as 
Othello of the ftory of his life, 

<c I ran it o'er ev'n from my boyifli days." 
Thefe Odes were indeed a piece of boys* 
play with my fchoolfellow Lloyd, with whom 
they were written in concert, in thofe days 
when we had fo little grace as to ridicule our 
Poetical iMafters, joking perhaps too licen- 
tioufly with the Prettynsjfes of one poet, and 
the Objcurities of another. We were not 
however infenfible to their real merits and 
excellencies, nor defirous to depreciate them : 

and if the time of the publication eannot 

be 
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be admitted as an apology, it fhould be 
remembered that there are few writers who 
have not, in fome. part of their career, in- 
dulged tjiemfelves in fimilar liberties, and 
been guilty of the like tranfgreifions. Re- 
pentance in thefe cafes, as in moft others, 
comes too late to redeem the offence. Nefcit 
vox tnijfa revertu The Elegy of Isis, and 
the Poem of The Triumphs of Isis, are 
in vain excluded from the colle&ions of 
their refpeftive authors. They have been 
given to the world with the names of the 
writers, in other Mifcellanies ; and their 
native Spirit and Vigour has kept them alive, , 
in fpite of the efforts of their unnatural 
parents to ftifle or overlay them. 

The Law Student has already been twice 
before the Publick, though not exadtly in 
the fame lhape as at prefentj firft in Lloyd's 
Poems, and afterwards in a collection en- 
titled, Tie Oxford Saufage, entirely confifting 
of pieces written by Oxonians. Lloyd was 

removed to Cambridge, as I was to Oxford; 

yec 
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yet I was ^concerned in the firft of thole 
publications, and a ftranger to the fccond. 
The truth is that Lloyd wanted materials to 
fill a volume, undertaken by fubfcriptiqn, 
and this little Poem contributed, with fome 
variations, to fupply the deficiency. 

The next article will perhaps at firft 
fight ftartle the reader, The Rolliad, am 
Henoick Poem! Familiar, however, as the 
title may appear to his ear and eye, he may 
be allured that the prefent work had 
a being and a name long before the exiftence 
of the popular and political work lately 
known under that title. 

The reader I fear will loon difcover 
that there is no other affinity or fimilarity 
between the two poems. What's in a wmet 
and even that name was given to the feveral 
works on different principles : for Commen- 
tators mud agree, that the Political Rolliad 
derives its title, like the Odyjfey, the Mneid^ 
and the Henriade, from the name of the 

" Hero; 
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Hero; while our Rolliap owes its deno* 

» 

mination to the greatnefs of the event or the 
action, like the Iliad, the Jerufalem* and 
Paradife Loftl 

Tie Cobbler pf Cripplegate' s Letter ta 
R. Lloyd was written in concert with 
Garrick, and with Churchill's knowledge 

and privity fent to Lloyd for infertion in 
his monthly publication. Lloyd, on the 
receipt of it, confultecj Churchill on the 
propriety of printing fuch an attach 
upon himfelf and his friends. In that point, 
jays Churchill drily, you mud: judge for 
yourfelf. He did judge for himfelf, a#4 
publifhed it: and confidering * the literary 
fcpiabbles of that period, which this Letter 
tended to ridicule, I think he judgecj 
Tightly, 

. This article reminds me of mentioning 
what I had nearly forgot; that the Epigram 
at the end of the Cock- Lane Ghoft IntelU- 
gene? wu »jeu J'efprit pf Garrick. . 

.The 
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The recapitulation of fomc of thefc cir- 
cumftanccs will perhaps be lefs intereftiqg 
to the reader than to the writer, whom 
they affeft moft fenfibly, by recalling to bis 
mind the memory of many plcafant hour* 
never, never, to return S 

O Nofles, C n que De&m! 

Jollifito jucunda oblivia vitp. 

The feveral articles in the fecond and thinj 
yohimes,diftingui{hed in the Summary of Con- 
tents by anafterjfk, were written fincethewbri; 
was firft committed to the prefs, and were in- 
fked the chief amufements of the writer in the 
intervals of eafe and leifiire, during a fevere 
and long illnefs. Two or three of them (but 
two or three, and thofe very fhort) have that 
illnefs for their fubjeft 5 and the thirty-ninth 
^falrn comes fo clofe to the original, which 
fo naturally refolves itfelf into Blank Verfe, 
{hat he is almoft afraid of having mifnamed 
it by ftyling it ap Imitation. 

Thcfc 
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Thefe, and other additions, are now hum- 
bly offered to his readers, not without hopes 
of contributing to their entertainment. 
And indeed many parts of this collection 
have already been fo favourably received, 
that the writer is unwilling to fuppofe, 
that by thus bringing together his detached 
pieces, he (hall be confidered as binding 
twigs to compofe a rod for himfelf, while 
he is amufed with the thoughts of mak- 
ing up a nofegay for his friends and for the 
Publidk. 
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The ADVENTURE Rj N* 9 o. 
Saturday, September 15th, 1753. 

Omtrttam txtmit labm^ furumque nliquit 

J&tberwm fenfum 9 atqut auraT implicit ignem% Virgin* 

No fpeck is left of th«ir habitual ftains, 

But the pure aether of the foul remains. Drydeh. 

NOTHING fooner quells the ridiculous tri- 
umph of human vanity, than reading thofe 
paffages of the greateft writers in which they feem 
deprived of that noble fpirit that infpires them 
in other parts; and where, inftead of invention 
and grandeur, we meet with nothing but flatnefs 
and infipidity. 

The pain I have felt in obferving a lofty genius 
thus fink beneath itfelf, has often made me wiih 

B that 
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that thefe unworthy ftains could be blotted from 

their works, and leave them perfed and immaculate. 

I went to bed a few nights ago full of thefe 

thoughts, and clofed the evening, as I frequently 
do, with reading a few lines of Virgil, I acci- 
dentally opene4 that part of the fixth book; where 
Anchifes recounts to his fon the various methods 
of purgation which the foul undergoes in the next 
world, to cleanfe it from the filth it has contracted 
by its connections with the body, and to deliver the 
pure aetherial effence from the vicious trndure of 
mortality. This was fo much like my evening's 
fpeculation, that it infenfibly mixed and incorpo- 
rated with it, and as foon as I fell afleep formed it* 
felf into the following dream. 

I found my felf in an inftant in the mfdft of a 
temple, which was built with all that magnificent 
fimplicity, that diftinguifhes the produ&ions of the 
ancients. At the Eaft end was raifed an altar, on 
each fide of which flood a prieft who feemed pre- 
paring to (acrifice. On the altar was kindled a 
fire, from which arofe the brighteft flame I had ever 
beheld. The light which it difpenfed, though re- 
markably ftrpng and clear, was not quivering and 
dazzling, but fteady and uniform, and diffufed a 
purple radiance through the whole edifice, not un- 
like the firft appearance of the morning. 

While 
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While I flood fixed in admiration* my attention 
was awakened by the blaft of a trumpet that fhook 
the whole temple ; but it carried a certain fweet- 

nefs in its found, which mellowed and tempered 
the natural fhrillnefs of that instrument. After 
it had founded thrice, the Being who blew it, ha- 
bited according to the defcription of Fame by the 
ancients, iflued a proclamation to the following 
purpofe. cc By command of Apollo and the Mu- 
<c fes, all who have ever made any pretentions to 
* € fame by their writings are enjoined to facrifice 
" upon the altar in this temple thofe parts of their 
" works, which have hitherto been preferved to 
" theif infamy ; that their names may defcend 
" fpotlefs and unfullied to pofterity. For this 
" purpofe Ariftotle and Lohginus are appointed 
" chief priefts, who are to fee that no improper 
" oblations are made, and no proper ones con- 
c< cealed ; and, for the more eafy performance of 
C( this office, they are allowed to chufe as their 
" affiftants whomfoever they fliall think worthy of 
« the fundion." 

As foon as this proclamation was made I 
turned my eyes with inexpreflible delight towards 
the two priefts \ but was foon robbed of the. plea- 
fure of looking at them by a croud of people 

B 2 running 
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running up to offer their fervice. Thefe I found 
to be a groupe of French criticks j but their offers 
were reje&ed by both priefts with the utmoft indig- 
nation, and their whole works were thrown oft 
the altar, and reduced to aflies in an inftant. The 
two priefts then looked round, and chofe with a 
few others Horace and Quintilian from among the 
Romans, and Addifon from the Englifh, as their 
principal affiftants. 

The firft who came forward with his offerings • 
by the loftinefs of his demeanor was foon difcovered 
to be Homer. He approached the altar with great 
majefty, and delivered to Longinus thofe parts of 
hi^ Odyffey, which have been cenfured as improba- 
ble fi&ions, and the ridiculous narratives of old 
age. Longinus was preparing for the facrifice; 
but obferving that Arifiotle did not feem willing to 
affift him in the office, he returned them to the 
venerable old bard with great deference, faying tha^t 
Ci they were indeed the tales of old age, but it 
" was the old age of Homer." 

Virgil appeared next, and approached the altar 
with a modefl: dignity in his gait and counte- 
nance peculiar to himfelf, and to the furprife of all 
committed his whole /Eneid to the flames. But it 
was immediately refcued by two Romans, who ran 

with. 
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with precipitation to the altar, delivered the poem 
from deftfu&ion, and carried off the author between; 
them, repeating that glorious boaft of about forty 
lines at the beginning of the third Georgick 

Tentanda via eft j qua me quoque poflira 
Tollere huino, vi&orque virum volitare per, era. 
Primus ego in patriam mecum &c. 

After him moft of the Greek and Roman author* 
proceeded to the altar, and furrendered with great 
modefty and humility the moft faulty part of their 
works. One circumftance was obfervable; that 
the facrifice always increafed, in proportion as 
the author had ventured to deviate from a judicious 
imitation of Homer. The latter Roman authors, 
who feemed almoft to have loft fight of him, made 
fo laige offerings, that fome of their works 
which were before very voluminous, fhrunk into 
the compafs of a primer. 

It gave me the higheft fatisfeaion to fee phiio- 
fophy thus cleared from erroneous ( principles, 
hiftory purged of felfehood, poetry of fuftian, and 
nothing left in each but genius, fenfe and truth. 
I marked with particular attention the feveral 
offerings of the moft eminent Englifli writers. 
Chaucer gave up. his obfeehity, and then delivered 

B 3 his 
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bis works to Dryden to clear them from the rubbifli 
that encumbered them. Dryden executed his talk 
with great addrefs, and, as Addifon fays of Virgil 
in his Georgicks, " tofled about his dung with 
<c an air of gracefulnefs." He not only repaired 
the* injuries of time, but threw in a thoufend 
new graces. He then advanced towards the altar 
himfelf, and delivered up a large paquet which 
contained many plays, and fome poems. The 
paquet had a label affixed to it which bore this in* 
fcription, " To Poverty." 

Shakefpeare carried to the altar a long firing of 
puns marked <c The tafte of the age," a fmall par- 
cel of bombaft, and a pretty large bundle of in- 
corrednefs. Notwithstanding the ingenuous air 
with' which he made this offering, fome officiates 
at the altar accufed him of concealing certain pieces, 
and mentioned the London Prodigal, Sir Thomas 
Cromwell, the Yorkfhire Tragedy, &c. The poet 
replied, that "as thofe pieces were unworthy to be 
" preferred, he fhould fee them confumed to afhcs 
" with great pleafure, but that he was wholly in* 
*' nocent of their original." The two chief priefis 
interpofed in this difpute, and difmifled the poet 
with many compliments ^ Longinus obferving that 
the pieces in queftion could not poffibly be his, for 
; that 
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that the failings of Shakefpeare were like thofc 
of Homer, " whofe genius, whenever it fubfided, 
*' might be compared to the ebbing of the ocean, 
*' which left a mark upon its fhores to flicw to 
" what a height it was fometimes carried." 
Ariftotle concurred in this opinion, and added 
" that although Shakefpeare was quite ignorant of 
" that £xa& oeconomy of the flage, which is fo 
" remarkable in the Greek writers, yet the meer 
" ftrength of his genius had in many points car* 
C( ried him infinitely beyond them." 

Milton gave up a few errors in his Paradife 
Loft, and the facrifice yras attended with great de* 
cency by Addifon. Otway and Row? threw 
their comedies upon the altar, and Beaumont and 
Fletcher the two laft a&s of many of their pieces. 
They were followed by Tom Purfey, Ejtberege* 
Wychetfey, and feveral other dramatic writers, who 
made fuch large contributions that they fet the 
altar in a blaze. 

Among thefe I was furprized to fee an author, . 
with much politenefs in his behaviour and fpirit 
in his countenance, tottering under an unwieldy 
burden. As he approached I difcovered him to be Sir 
John Vanbrugh, and could not but fmile, when 
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on his committing his heavy load to the flames, it 
proved to fee u his fkill in archite&urev" 

Pope advanced towards Addifon, and delivered 
with gfeat humility thofe lines written; exprefsly 
agaitift him^ (o remarkable for their excellence and 
their cruelty, repeating this couplet ; 

« Curft fee the verf«» how well foe'er it flew 
'< That ttndt to make 6ne worthy man my fotS* 

The ingenious critkk ihfiftdd M his taking therh 
again, " for" faid he " my aflbdates at the altar, 
"particularly Horace, would. never permit a line 
u of fo excellent a fatirift to be confumed. The 
" many compliments paid me in other parts of 
•* your works amply compenfate for this flight in- 
" dignity ; and be affured, that no little pique of 
* c mrfunderftanding fhall ever makfe me a foe to 
** genius." Pope bowed in fome confuiion, and 
> promifed to fubftitute a fictitious name at leaft, 
which was all that was left in his power. H* 

then retired, after having made a facrifice of a 
little paquet of Antitbefes, and fome parts of his 

tranflation of Homer. 

* 

During the courfe of thefe oblations, I was 
charmed with the candour, decency, and judgment, 
with which all the priefts discharged their different 
'fun&ions*' They behaved with fuch dignity that it 

reminded 
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reminded me of tfaofe ages, when the offices of 
king and prieft centered in the fame perfoft. 
Whenever any of the affiftants were at ajofs in 
any particular cireuriiftances, they applied to 
Ariftotle, who fettled the whole bufinefe in an in* 
ftant. 

. Bat the reflexions, which this pleafmg fcene 
produced, were foon interrupted by a tumultuous 
noife at the gate of the temple ; when fuddenly a 
rude illiterate nfrultitude ru filed in, led by Tindal, 
Morgan, Chubb and Bolingbroke. The chiefs, 
whofe countenances were imprefled with rage 
whch art could not conceal, forced their way to 
the altar, and amidft the joyful acclamations of 
their followers threw a large volume into the fire. 
But the triumph was fhort, and joy and acclamation' 4 
gave way to filence and^aftonifhnient. The Vo- 
lume lay unhurt in the midft of the fire, and, as 
the flames played innocently about it, I could dif- 
cover, written in letters of gold, the words The 
Bible. At that inftant my ears were ravifhed with 
the found of more than mortal mufick, accompany- 
ing a hymn, fung by invifible beings^ of which I 
well remember the following verfes : 
' u The words of the Lord are pure words : even 
cc as the filver, which in the earth is tried, and 
" purified feven times in the fire. 

€< More 
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" More to be defired are they than gold ; yea, 
" than much fine gold ; fweeter alfo than honey, 
u 2nd the honey-comb.** 

The united melody of inftruments and voices, 
which formed a concert fo exquifite, that as 
Milton fays " it might create a foul under the ribs 
cc of death,** threw me into fuch extaiies, that I 
was awakened by their violence. 



THE 
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NUMBER J. 



Lemmata fi qiueris cur fint adfcripta, docebo: 

Ut, fi malueris, Lemmata fola legas. Mart. 

Mpttoest why Mottoes, Sir? you cryi 
I'll tell you, Sir, the reafon why* 
*Tis that, dull profe dull profe fuccetding, 
You may at leaft find verfe worth reading. 

A {^ENIUS is a charafter purely modern, 
•* ^ and of fo late an origin, that it has never 
yet been described pr defined in any treatife, ef- 
fay, lexicon, or dictionary. It is now, however, 
become almoft univerfal. The originals are, in- 
deed, fo numerous, and the features fo ftrong, 
that it requires but little (kill to take an exa& like- 
nefs. I am myfelf an acknowledged Genius; 
and fince it is no more than drawing my own 
pidure, I cannot better introduce myfelf to the 
reader, than by giving at one ftroke a rough 
draught of rny own chara&er, and that of the nu- 
merous fraternity, by way of preliminary paper, or 
front ifpiece, if you pleafe, to the enfuing fpe- 

culations. 

The 
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The ancients, according to their wonted nar- 
rownefs of foul, honoured a very fmall portion of 
the human, race with this appellation. He, who to 
extraordinary talents had added Extraordinary 
application, after the molt arduous efforts to- 
wards excellence in fome one art or fcience, was 
perhaps at laft fortunate enough to extort this dif- 
tin&ion. The more generous moderns demand 
only the firft fequifites ; and even thofe, Kite the 
places of men ballotted into the militia, may be 
fupplied by fubftitutes. Vanity or affurance tfiay . 
pafs, in the modern mufter, for fuperior faculties. 
The GfcNius, endowed *ifh them, needs neither 
diligence nor affiduity. Supported by c6nfidence, 
be difdains to halt along on the clutches of 
application. So far from being verfed merely ia 
©fie fctence, he runs round the whole circle at his 
pleafare. Knowledge is rained down on his head 
like manna from heaven, and he has no care but to 
gather it as it fells. . Almoft every man is an 
adept in every art; acquires learning without 
ftudy i improves his good fenfe without meditation ; 
writes without reading ; and, being full as well 
acquainted with one thing as another, is an un- 
queftionable Genius ; or, what is more extraordi- 
nary, maintains his right to that title withoutknow- 
i#g* or even pretending to know, any thing at all. 

There 
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There is a certain reverend and affe&ing biogra- 
pher in this town, who pens, almoft every fix 
weeks, the memoirs of feveral unfortunate great 
men, and among them ~6f many a Genius. In 
order to fhew the characters of his heroes at full 
length, he takes up their adventures, e'en from 
their boyijb days, and fairly fets down a plain account 
of their life, character, and behaviour, beginning 
with their birth, parentage, and education; fa 
that the reader may fee at one glance, by what 
fteps they have gained the top-moil round of the 
ladder. In imitation of fo great an example, I will 
endeavour to trace the Genius almoft from his 
birth to his fublimeft ftage of excellence. Genius 
is, indeed, univerfally allowed to be the gift of 
nature : we cannot' therefore be furprifed to find 
it, like Hercules, exerting its ftrength in the 
cradle. 

The cradle, indeed, may be coniidered as a mere 
hot- bed for the railing of Genius ; which is a 
plant of fo delicate a nature, that it is often nipt 
in the bud. There never was a child, as its pa- 
rents will tell you, who did not foon give evident 
tokens of the brighteft parts, by doing and faying 
ten thoufand witty things, which were never done 
or (aid before $nce the infancy of Cain and Abel. 

The 
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The wit of a child, like that of a monkey, (which 
is a very wife anifnaJ, and, we are told, could 
fpeak if it would) confifts in mifchief; and the 
more fpirit littk matter poffefles, the more enter- 
taining he is to the company . I remember, that 
I was once taken fo much notice of for my wit 
and humour in pulling off a grave gentleman's 
wig, that it afterwards betrayed me into feveral 
(crapes, by playing the fame tricks over again 
upon dull fellows, who had not fuch ftrong ideas 
of pleafantry. It may not be amifs to obferve 
here, that pra&ical ftrokes of humour are thofe, in 
tyhich a Genius takes the moft delight. 

At fchool the young Genius will begin to heighten 
our expe&ations of his future abilities. His parts, 
indeed, will be too brilliant to attend the inftruc- 
tions he might receive there ; but his fpirit will 
have more room to difplay itfelf. He may be at 
the bottom of his clafs, but he will be at the head 
of every fcrape. He may be deficient in Greek 
and Latin, make falfe concord in his profe, and be 
guilty of falfe quantities in his terfe ; yet, before he 
leaves fchool, he will not be unacquainted with the 
world, will walk familiarly into a tavern, know the 
heft fongs at Comus's court, and the names and 
perfons of the kindeft ladies upon town. But, 

when 
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when once relieved from fcholaftick reftraints, as 
his fphere will be more noble, his fame will be- 
come more! eminent. If he is entered at either of 
our univerfities, the tamenefs of an academical 
life being ill adapted to the vivacity of his difpo- 
fition, he will fpend all his time in Covent Garden 
by way of being in genteel company. If he is feat 
abroad, becaufe, forfooth, his wife parents or 
guardians imagine that the difcipline of our 
own univerfities is not ftrid enough, he will foon 
convince them that the government of foreign 
academies is infinitely more lax. He will fpeediljr 
diftinguifh himfelf by his uncommon fpirit ; and 
after footing a waiter, killing his friend in a duel, 
or perhaps contaminating the fixty defcents in the 
houfe of a German baron by decoying his daughter, 
he may ride poft out of the continent, and be glad 
to embark in a ftorm in order to get fafe footing in 
Old England. 

Old England is, indeed, the nobleft theatre in the 
univerfe for a Genius. Here he may go through all 
the changes and diverfities of his chara&er at plea- 
sure. Here he may fend his miftrefs to parade 
through the ftreets in a gilt chariot, drawn by pye- 
bald horfesj he may at the fame time be fo 

deeply engaged at play, that his own chariot may 

ftand 
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ftanJ at the door of Arthur's till eight in the morn- 
ing. He may ride his own matches at Newmarket, 
and perform new miracles againft time and weight, 
and number of horfes, every feafon. In a word, he 
may indulge his vivacity in every ebullition of Ge- 
nius, from tolling off his quarts of champagne, to 
fliooting himfelf through the head. 

With this fpirit and vivacity may a Genius of 
quality and eftate employ himfelf : but as talents 
are the gift of nature, and riches the mere favours 
of fortune, it happens unluckily, that many a 
Genius is reduced to the mean refources of trade 
or profeflion to fupport himfelf. In thefe cafes, 
if the warmth of a Genius is not abated, it involves 
him in many difficulties. The fpirit of the clerk in a 
compting-houfe may perhaps betray him into a for- 
gery ; and the evil Genius of the apprentice 
may tempt him to commit depredations on the till* 

The young phyfician of Genius, inftead of 
throwing that folemnity into his countenance, 
which would make him look as if he had himfelf 
taken the potion he (bould prefcribe, adopts a 
whimfical air, and foon lofes his credit with the 
old praditioners, the apothecaries, and his bro- 
ther-attendants at the hofpital, by laughing at the 
farce of phyfick, and fwearing that water-gruel is 

of 
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of infinitely more fervice than the whole Materia 
Medica. A Genius of this (pedes fometimes re- 
trieves himfelf by recurring irregularly to phyfick, 
and hawking a ntftrnm. 

The lively ftudent at the inns of court has too 
fublime a turn of mind to follow his profeffion. 
He gives the attornies a contempt for him by en- 
deavouring to converfe with them facetioufly ; and 
is feen walking the ftreets in an illegal bag-wig, 
inftead of prudently wearing the bufinefs-fol lowing 
bob. He may be found oftener behind the fcenes 
at the play-houfe, than in the courts of juftice j 
and if he is a prodigious Genius indeed, he even 
writes for the ftage. 

The exploits of a modern Genius in high life are 
Indeed no where to be equalled, except by the pro- 
ductions of a modern Genius in low life, as an 
author. His works are not to be eftimated accord- 
ing to the quality, but the quantity of them ; and 
they are fold, wholefale and retail, to one fet of 
boekfellers, as another, fet of bookfellers in 
Moprfields fell thofe of his predeceflbrs— by the 
pound. He is not only capable of writing in 
any fcience, but he will undertake to write in 
all fcience* at once. He will publifc in one day 
<ktached parcels of biography, architeaure, 

C hulbandry, 
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hulbandry, gardening, and cookery. He will be; 
at one and the fame time, the author of a long 
hiftory, the tranflator of a voluminous foreign 
writer, the inventor of a novel, the condu&or 
of a review, the Doer of a magazine, and the 
manager cff a news-paper. In eomparifon to him, • 
Tully fhall appear to have written a volume no 
bigger than the primer, and the Iliad fhall fhrink 
into a nutfhell. JLonginus, from his great learn- 
ing, was denominated a walking mufaeum ; and our 
Genius,, from the number and quality of his pro- 
du&ions, may be more familiarly ftiled a cir- 
culating library. 

Such an author am I, the Genius^ Hiftory fhall 
ftand ftill ior events, and I will tranferibe the 
news-papers, as the annals of politicks and lite- 
rature, 'ere my pen fhall ceafe to go on. Loofe 
papers, fuch as thefe, will fcarce engage the atten- 
tion of a moment, and will be haftily fcribbled over 
at the tea-table, juft when the whim fhall fieze 
me, or any amufing thpughts come uppermoft in 
the whirl of my imagination. The reader there- 
fore muft not expeft me at certain periods, fince I 
fhall always pop abruptly in upon him. Some- 
times he may fee me once, fometimes twice, in a 
week s and fometimes perhaps not above once in a 

fortnight 
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fortnight. I hope to wait on him again very 
loon ; and, as I have here faid fomething of my 
difpofition and fituation, I propofe in my next to 
give an exa& defcription of my perfon. 
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Tvikos, [JUttf* A/MK, «AA« /ufrj»*fn<. H6mer. 

TTDiut, of perfon final! i what then r 
Great heroes may be little men, 

NOTWITHSTANDING the eminent advan- 
tages refulting from the many rare talents 
and qualities neceffarily included in that illuftrious 
character defcribed in my firft paper, under the 
title of a Genius, I am, I muft confefs, neither the 
moft completely happy, nor moft univerfally ac- 
complifhed man in the creation. Nature, who 
has in fome inftances been lavifh in her bounties to 
me, has in others been rather too unkind, and 
indeed remarkably niggard of her favours. Vanity, 
for example, fhe has fo exuberantly poured Upon 
me, that my portion, to fay no more of it, is at 
leaft fufficient to embolden me to venture forth as 
an author $ and yet my fenfibility is, at the fame 
time, unfortunately fo nice and cxquifite, that it 

C 2 becomes 
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fcecpines a perpejtuaj thorn ip, the fides of that very 
Vanity, laying it oppn tp every flight attack, an4 
rendering it too ea/Uy wounded l?y the petulance of 
folly, the flan&rs of e^yy, ,% grofs j*£g of buf- 
foonery, or the malice of a review. 

But the greateft drawback, which nature has, 
in my cafe, made on that vanity and felf-applaufe, 
which contributes more or lefs tp tips happinefs of 
every man and woman in the \yorld, is moft unfor- 
tunately external ; vifible to all eyes, open to ge- 
neral obfervation, and liable to ridicule from the 
dulleft fellow, that cads a look upon my perfon. 
Peculiarities of figure, whether in make, fize« pjf 
completion, have always been deemed an irtex- 
hauftible fource of ridicule to the aflbciates of the 
man who pofleffes them. He, whofe perfon is re- 
markable, feems to be confidered as a butt, 
planted by nature, for all other men to {hoot their 
wit at. The coarfe humour of our own vulgar, 
however blind to mental blemiflies, is fharp-fighted 
as a lynx to external dcfe&s, and exerts itfelf as li- 
berally on genteeler paflers-by, as on their own. 
hump-backed companion, whom they jocularly en- 
title, my lord. Homer reprefents the gods th^mfel yes 
as laughing at the ugly, aukward, blackfmith divi- 
nity of Vukan. Tully h* his Dialogues de Oratory 

recommends 
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recommends it to an orator to be pleafant and face- 
tious on perfonal defe&s; though perhaps rather 
unadvifedly, and unfuitably to the grave dignity 
of that profef&on : and, now we are got fo deep 
in learned quotations, I defy the fcholar to find in 
Lucian, Ariftophanes, Theophraftus, or any other 
author, ancient or modern, a greater profufion of 
wit and humour beftowed on any one fubje&, than ' 
Shakefpeare has lavifhed, in his feveral defer i pti- 
ons of Falftaff, Shallow, and Bardolph, on a fat 
man, a lean man, and a man with a red nofe. 
Happy indeed would it be for any other man, (ef- 
pecially if he.be a wit and a Genius) who bears 
about in his perfoii this native fund of pleafantry : 
if he could fay with Falftaff, and with equal 
juffice tooi *' I am not only witty myfelf, but 
alfo the caufe of wit in other men/' 

Let not, however, the partial reader con- 
elude too haftily from what has been fa id, that I 
pretend to the honour of the deformity of Scarron, 
the crookednefs* of Pope, the blindnefs of Milton 
or Honier^ or even the long nofe, or no nofe of 
Triffram Shandy* Not to make any further de- 
lay of introduction* after having fo long announced 
myfelf to the good company, the truth, and the 
whole truth, is, that I am of a remarkable low 

C 3 ftaturej 
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ftature; a fort of diminutive plaything of Madam 
Nature, that feems to have been made, like a 
girl's doll, to divert the good lady in her infancy 5 
a little * without a tittle o'top ; an human figure in 
miniature"; a make-weight in the fcale of morta- 
lity ; a minim of nature; a mannikin, not to fay 
minnikin ; and indeed rather an abftraft or brief 
chronicle of man's fair proportions, than a man at 
large. My perfon, indeed, is not formed in that 
excellent mould of littlenefs, which, as in fome 
infe&s and animals, becomes beautiful from the 
nice texture and curious compoiition of its parts, 
I may be feen, it is true, without the help of 
a microscope ; and am not even qualified to ri- 
val the dwarf Coan, by being exhibited to my wor- 
thy countrymen at fix-pence a-piece. I am, 
however, fo low, in ftature, that my name is hardly 
ever mentioned without the epithet little being 
prefixed to it : the moment that my perfon prefents 
itfelf among ftrange company, the firft idea that 
ftrikes the beholders is the minutenefs of the 
figure, and a whifper inftantly buzzes round the 
room, lord! what a little creature! As I walk 
along the ftreet, I hear the men and women 
fty to one another, there goes a little man ! — In a 
^yori, it is my irreparable misfqrtune to be, with-. 

cut 
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out my {hoes, little more than five feet in height. 
Eating of daify-roots, we are told, will retard 
a man's growth : if the French alimentary powder, 
or any other new-invented diet, would at once 
eUvate me, and furprife my friends, I would go 
through a long regimen to be raifed ever fo little 
nearer heaven. I think I could not endure to 
have my limbs ftretched to a nobler length in the 
bed of Procruftes 5 but, if I could be rolled out 
like dough orpafte, or extended by relaxation, like 
a rope or an eel's (kin in dry weather, I believe I 
fhould readily aflent to it : for there is no impof- 
Ability exifting in nature, or recorded in fcripture, 
at the truth of which lam more apt to repine, than 
that no man is able to add a cubit to hisjlature. 

When the camel applied to heaven for fome 
amendment in his figure, Jupiter (fays the fab u lift) 
cropt his ears for his impertinence. I fhould b& 
very loth, like fome of my cotemporaries of 
the quill, by any means to endanger my ears; and 
yet nothing but the back of the camel being 
placed on my little body, could make me wifh more 
ardently, than I do at prefent, for an happy al- 
teration in it. For not to mention the natural in- 
con veniencies of being trampled on and run 
over in a croud, almoft preft to death by huge 

C 4. fellows 
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fellows and fat old women in machined and ftage- 
coaches, deprived of all pleafure at fights and 
fhews by taller perfons taking their places before 
me ; — not to, dwell, I fay, on thefe and feveral 
other circumftances of the fame nature, it provokes 
me to find, that though I can fometimes as ab- 
solutely forget my littlenefs, as if I was as big as 
Goliah, yet my friends and acquaintance cannot, 
for one moment, lofe the consideration of it. The 
minutenefs of my perfon fo entirely governs 
their idea of my character, that they are not 
able to detach the contemplation of one from 
the other ; and from the mere credit of having 
a larger quantity of clay and dirt put together in 
their huge frames than myfelf, they become (as 
Beatrice terms it) fuch valiant pieces of duftj that 
a man who has room enough in his bofom for more 
gall than a pigeon, muft be moved with indig- 
nation. If they think of my marriage, they fet 
themfelves to confider, what fairy they {hall find 
for me, or whether it would not be better to crofs 
the breed by providing me an amazon : they would 

have my chariot, like queen Mab's, made out of 
an ha^el-nut : and as to an houfe, the cafe of a tre* 
He hautboy were a manfitm for me, 

A very 
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A very intimate friend of mine one day inad- 
vertently betrayed to me, that his wife always 
fpoke of me by the name of the baby ; but after- 
wards, in order to mend the matter, he added, 
that flie had no contemptible opinion of my per- 
fon, for that (he always faid, " (he. never faw 
fuch a little man that was fo Jlrait" In families, 
where 1 vifit, growing lads of thirteen or fourteen 
years of age are called out to (land back to back 
with me, and meafure whether there is any differ- 
ence between their height and mine: and once* 
I remember, on my vifit to an acquaintance newly- 
married, being introduced to the bride, who was 
a fine tall woman, (but a prude or a wit, I cannot 
tell which) (he held her head fo high, without 
making the leaft inclination of her body, that I 
could as eafily have fcaled the monument, as have 
come at the tip of her chin without the help of a 
pair of fteps. One day, juft after the paffingof the 
broad-wheel aft, being on the road on a little 
poney, the man of the turnpike feeing me and my 
nag approach, cried out, " Nay, nay, thismuft 
c * be above weight, I am fure." and, clofing the 
gate, left me to go over the place appointed for 
weighing the waggons. Another time, after hav- 
ing dined at a nobleman's houfe, I was honoured 

with 
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with the ufe of his lordfliip's chariot to carry me 
home, but was defired firft to fet down another of 
the company at St, James's coffee-houfc. My fel- 
low traveller, if I may fo call him, was one of the 
biggeft and tailed: men in the kingdom, and was 
at leaft four and twenty ftone in weight. Thus 
ridiculoufly coupled, like a lean rabbit and a fat one* 
we engaged the attention of the whole ftreet, 
particularly of the company at Arthur's, who 
flood laughing, as we paffed by, to fee the body 
of t)ie chaript inclined all one way, as if we were 
driving on the flope of a hill, though the wheels 
ran on as fmoothly and evenly as Madam Catha- 
rina's clockwork equipage on a parlour floor. 
But I muft declare, that the moft ridiculous diftrefs 
I ever underwent, was, when my unfortunate cu- 
xiofity carried me to fee that wonderful phenome- 
non of nature, the Italian Giant, fcarce lefs than 
eight feet high ! While the reft of the company 
were, walking under his arm, he feemed to ex- 
pe£l that I fhould have crept between bis legs ; 
and, when I offered to prefent him with the ufual 
gratuity, he abfolutely refufed to accept it, faying, 
" that he thought it full as great a curiofity to 
fee me, as I could pofHbly think.it to fee him."— 
In fhort, my fituation is almoft as ridiculous as 

, that 
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that of Gulliver in Brobdignag ; and though I 
cannot, like him, be carried to the ridge of a houfe* 
top by a monkey, or be ftuck upright by an un- 
lucky lad in a marrowbone, yet every day brings 
with it frelh inftances of mortification. 

But there is no circumftance moves my fpleen 
more forcibly than the infolence of thofe, whofc 
ftature very little exceeds my own, and who feem 
to look down on fuch urchins as myfelf with a con - 
fcioufnefs of their happy fuperiority. One of 
thefe always affefts to call me the little man -, and 
another (mail gentleman (a great a£tor I mean, 
whom in fome future bi/lrio~ma/lix 9 fome nefcio quid 
majus Rosciade, I may poflibly take a peg or two 
lpwer) is fond of fidling up to me in all publick 
places, as fecond-rate beauties commonly contrive 
to take a dowdy abroad with them for a foil. For 
my own part, though I could wifli to be taller, I 
never made ufe of any undue arts to appear fo* 
I am content to fubmit my littlenefs, fairly to the 
world, I never fuffered my hat to rife into the air 
with a flaring Kevenbuller, and I would as foon ap- 
pear in ftilts, as be lifted from the ground by dou- 
ble foles or high heels to my flioes. I rather, 
endeavour to confole myfelf by looking abroad into 
the world for great men of another order than 

3 thofe 
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tbofe defcribed by ferjeant Kite : and fo fuccefs- 
ful have been my refearches of this kind, that I 
could fet down a long catalogue of perfons eminent 
in the ftate, in the profeffions, in arts and fciences, 
(not to mention authors and aftors) who are fcafce 
taller than myfelf 5 fo that in this refpedt, we may 
fairly pronounce in favour of the prefent period, 
as Lord Clarendon has declared of his own, that 
cc it was an age in which there were many Great 
and Wonderful Men of that Size." I do 
not know whether in this extremity of war, any 
new raifed regiment offers bounty-money for 
Tolurtteers five feet high ; but we flatter ourfelves 
that, in cafe an invafionfhould take place, we could 
form a corps infinitely mote formidable than the 
late king of Pruffia's ufelefs tall regiment. 

I cannot clofe this paper without' returning my 
thanks to the learned univerfity of Oxford, and 
to the illuftrious Queenfbury family, for having 
publHbed the above-mentioned papers of Lord Cla- 
rendon, in which there is much matter of confo- 
lation to gentlemen of the like height and dimen- 
sions with myfelf. It there appears, that moft of 
his lordfhip*s intimate friends were great and won- 
derful men of low flature. Mr. Hales, he tells us> 
war one of the leaft men in the kingdom, and one 

of 
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of the greateft fcholars in Europe. Mr. Chilling* 
Worth was of a ftature little fuperior to Mr. Hales. 
Of his friend Sidney Godolphln he fays, that there 
i?ever was fo great a mind and fpirit contained 
ip fo little room ; fo large an underftanding, and 
fo unreftrained a fancy, in fo very fmall a body* 
Of Sir Lucius Carey, afterwards lord Falkland, 
^rho ^as but little taller than Sidney Godolphin, 
he fpeaks fo highly, that 1 cannot refift the tempta- 
tion pf gratifying myfelf and all other little men 
by tranfcribing the description of his perfon, hoping 
it may ferve to recommend us to the favour of 
the world, and particularly to the good graces of 
the ladies, who are defired to take notice, that 
Sir Lucius married for love, and made a moft ex- 
cellent hufband. Lord Clarendon fpeaks thus of 
him — " with thefe advantages he had one great 
difadvantage (which in the fir ft entrance into the 
world is attended with too much prejudice) in his 
perfon and prefence, which was in no degree 
attractive or promifing. His ftature was low, and 
fmaller than moft men ; his motion not graceful ; 
and his afpe& fo far from inviting, that it had 
fomewhat in it of fimplicity: and his voice the 
worft of the three, and fo untuned, that in (lead of 
reconciling, it offended the ears, fo that no body 

would 
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would have expefled mufick from that tongue* 
And fure no mrn was lefs beholden to nature for 
it's recommendation into the world : but then no - 
man fooner, or mote, disappointed this general and 
cuftomary prejudice. That little perfon and fmall 
ftature was quickly found to contain a great heart, 
a courage fo keen, and a nature fo fearlefs, that 
no compofition of the ftrongeft limbs, and moft 
harmonious aqd proportioned prefence and ftrength, 
ever more difpofed any man to the greateft en- 
terprife ; it being his greateft weaknefs to be too 
folicitous for fuch adventures : and that untuned 
tongue and voice, eafily difcovered itfelf to be fup* 
plied, and governed, by a mind and underftand- 
ing fo excellent, that the wit and weight of all he 
faid, carried another kind of luftre, and admiration 
in it, and even another kind of acceptation from 
the perfons prefent, than any ornament of delivery 
could reafonably promife itfelf, or is ufually at- 
tended with ; and his difpofition and nature was 
fo gentle and obliging, fo much delighted in 
courtefy, kindnefs, and generofity, that all man- 
kind could not but admire and love him." 

After this extract from Lord Chancellor Claren- 
don, I beg leave to addrefs myfelf to all little men, 
who are defirous to become great and wonderful, 

like 
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like Sir Lucius, intreating them to meditate atten- 
tively for that end on the following maxim of that 
other great chancellor, Lord Bacon ; which maxim 
may alfo ferve as a fort of moral to this long 
paper on a fhort man : whofoever hath any thing fixt 
in bis per/on that doth induce contempt, hath 'alfo a 
perpetual Jpur in himfelf to refcue and deliver himfelf 
from /corn. 
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NUMBER III. 

SardonycbaS) fmaragdos, adamant as ^ iajpidas, uno 
Verfat in articulo Stella, Mart, 

Stella's bcfpankled o'er at every point » 
Diamonds, pearls, rubies, on each fingle joint. 

A FTER having kept the difcourfe entirely 
^ ^ to myfelf, and made myfelf the delightful fub- 
jeft of that difcourfe for two whole papers, I am 
glad of an opportunity to relieve my readers by 
publifhing the two following letters. 

To the G EU IV S. 

SIR, Crutcbed friars, June 15, 1761. 

I AM a plain man, but I can fee how this world 
goes for all that ; and, indeed, to find out 
where the fhoc pinches, requires- no very fine 

feelings 
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feelings in him that wears it. My grievance is no 
fmall one I aflure you. Give me leave, therefore, 
to fubmit my cafe to you and the publick ; a cafe 
which aife£U not myfelf alone, but, more or lefs, 
many thoufands alfo of boneft peaceable married 
men in his majefty's dominions. 

The family matter which I have to lay before 
you, is relative to drefs ; an article which you 
periodical fpeculatifts have always made a particu- 
lar objeft of your animadverfion. Do not ima-. 

* gine, fir, that I trouble you merely to vent my 
fpleen againft fome new fafhion, that I have dif- 

, covered fome unforefeen inconveniences in the 
leaving off hoops, or mean to declaim againft the 
immodefty of going without ftays. I do not care 
one farthing whether petticoats are long or fhort 
ftomachers high or low, or whether the innume- . 
rable yards of rich fluff are employed in trimming 
or flouncing, or in fweeping the ground.- I have 
no quarrel or concern with the vagaries of the 
fafhion ; all I complain of is the exorbitant ex- 
pence of a woman's drefs, let the fafhion be 
what it* will ; an expence fo enormous, that I can 
clothe rayfelf and four boys from top to toe, for 
.lefs than one third of the money, that goes to deck 
out my wife* who proteft* after all, to every other 

i woman 
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woman fhe fecs 9 that file ids not a gown tG 
her back. 

You muft know, fir, that the greater pdtt of my 
life has been fpent in mercantile bufirieft, in Which 
I got together a very confiderable fortune, and 
which I was at laft prevailed on to quit by my 
wife's continued remohftrances, that my fappltea* 
tion to it injured my health ; though I lttaft coil- 
fefs, I hate fcarce known a happy hour firice I 
quitted my compting«houfe» Still, however* I 
confider, as every man ought » that a Jhllling h & 
fertQus things and keep a regular account of rrty 
family expenses* Inftead df allowing my wife 
pin~moneyi 4s it is called, I pay all her bills, milli- 
ners, mercers, &c. and Garry fhem Id the bad fide? 
of my accounts With my own hand ; attd it 
grieves me to the heart to fee (o much good money 
laviflied away upon gew-gaws and frippetfjr, things 
ten times worfe than canvas* ftay*tape, and buck-* 
ram in a tailor's bill. Btfch a cloud of rtifflds, 
double-»ruffies, tteble*rtiffies$ caps, aprofis, and 
handkerchiefs I Sach a deluge of gauze, oitjifiti, 
blond* and Bruffels lace ! and then from Liidgate- 
Hill rich filks at fo high a price ! at the raf-e of 

X blufli to own iC even of twenty fliilliflgfr 

per yard ! though, indeed, I feiftettibcfr W&eii I 
Vot. I. D could 
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could have purchafed whole bales of the fame forf 
for no more than three or four, till the coxcomb* 
of my own fex enhanced the price, by making 
them up into fools-coats and birthday fuits for 
themfelves. 

This, Sir, you will allow to be a heavy expence ; 
yet, all this is nothing, abfolutely nothing, in com- 
parifon to the grand objed of my prefent appli- 
cation. After my wife's efforts at finery and 
magnificence had taken, as I fuppofed, their full 
fwing, file made another ftroke, which my folly 
and compliance has fuffered her, by little and 
little, to carry to fuch an immoderate length, that 
this new piece of extravagance has coft me feveral 
thoufand pounds in hard money. Unfortunately 
for me, a little fcrub Jew, who called himfelf a 
merchant, becaufe he carried on a fort of pedlar's 
traffick in jewels among his tribe, ufed to dine 
fometimes at my houfe, and foon contrived to talk 
my good woman into a tafte for diamonds ; a fcriv- 
ener's wife too in the neighbourhood happened at 
that time to have jewels in her ears ; fo that, to 
humour my wife, Hide Tubal was ordered to 

furnifh her with a pair of diamond tops, for fo I 
think they called them. Thefe, however, were 
fcarce purchafed, and the tops well fixt in her ears, 

before 
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Wore it was found indifpenfibly requifite to have 
bobs or drops to them, which alio the infinuating 
Smouife foon provided for her. The good humour 
which thefe occafioned, was but of fhort dura- 
tion 5 for, alas, Sir, my wife foon told me, that 
thefe were but poor trumpery baubles, and at belt 
only fit for her dijhabillt ; and, as a lady of quality 
had promifed to take her to court, it was abfo- 
lutely neceflary that {he fhould have a pair of large 

hand fo me ear-rings ; which by the help of our 
friend, (he foon had, and which were fo very 

brilliant, and fet in fuch a fine tranfparent 
faihion, that the countefs, who was to accompany 
her, turned pale with envy at the fight of them. 
Since then, Sir, I am afhamed to confefs to you, 
that I have been teazed and wheedled into giving 
her a diamond necklace, with an appurtenance 
dangling to it, which the charge in the bill has 
taught me to call Efdavage ; and fince that again, 
a diamond girdle-buckle, a pair of diamond fhoe- 
buckles, a fprig made up of garnets and diamonds, 
and what provokes me worfe than all the reft, a 
diamond nofegay or bouquet (as fhe chriftens it) 
which comes to more than a younger child's for- 
tune. Her affedion for me has alfo induced her to 
Wear my pi&ure in miniature, fet round with 

D 2 - diamonds, 



j6 Ttefe GENIUS. N« IDE, 

diamonds, for a bracelet 5 be fides wfaich^ her finger* 
are peife&ly cramped With rings, fkigle brilliants, 
fe&tfj^tiA'gS topazes and amethyfh without num- 
t€h She bits fcarcely the ftfee motion of her 
kmiektes and joints : they are placed five, fix, (even, 
~ j ot eight -deep below-one-another, audit is abfoltttely 
impoffibk fct; her to weir morfe, vnkfs, like th* 
In&iaft women, fte was alfo to bote her nofe. 

This, Sir, is the groaning evil of my wife** 
'd*efs* t and my cafe, which might once have been 
Reckoned fingular, ndW becomes every day left 
and left uhc^hftion. ' Formerly, indeed, rich jewels^ 
as they fliine ih the crbwh of monarchs, feemed 
alfo to be appropriated tb thofe illuftrrous characters, 
'Which approached tteareflr to that rank and dignity : 
-fcut now they are worn kxdifcrimittately by the 
^tttffe.of a dtikeor a City-deputy,, by a prinfcefs t>f 
**te blood or a lady of pleaffufc. I can remember 
•fhfe time When WOfflen of an ordinary rank never 
-dfeftmt of ftioh extravagance, when t&ey Were con- 
tented with pebbles and pafte inftead of diamonds, 
Avore French beads for pearls, and coloured glafs for 
previous ft^nes. At pwfent trzty WdmaH feems 
-aa familiar with diamonds as Cleopatra was of old ^ 
*nd to hear them tosft how cheap and plentiful 
•they ure grown <tf late years in England, one 

would 
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would alsnoft imagine, that they were inhabitant* 
of Voltaire's good country of Eldorado, where (a* 
I read lately in atranflation of his Candide) the (qI\ 
<onfiftcd of gold, and diamonds lay, like fton<?s 
and pebbles, in the Arrets and highways. 

My good wife is pleafed at times to expatiate on, 
the ctconomy and good management of laying 
out money on thefe trinkets. They are, fays (he, 
the only parts of drefs, whofe value remains 
aindiminiihed, and on which the coft is not entirely 
thrown away. They have an imrinfick worth ; 
and they, as well as plate, may be regarded as f© 
much riches in hank, which, like a note, may be 
converted into caih, whenever one pleafes. This 
is fine talking truly ! It is well known, that the 
feting, and the fa&ion, and the like, come to 
above half the money that is paid for them; though 
indeed the expence is fo great, taken altogether, 
that the buyer is often obliged to try the real value 
of his purchafes by fetting his jewels up toau&ion, 
and coining his plate, like the bankrupt Frenchman, 
into fpecie. For my part I never fee my wife in 
all her finery, without being immediately led to 
a contemplation of the immenfe funis, which fee 
parries about her* When I confider the common 
*att tf ififtreft, I cannot help calculating her 

P 3 ears, 
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cars, her neck, her hands, and her feet, -each at fa 
much per annum , and when I further refled hour 
much more per cent. I could have made of my money 
in the fair way of trade, fhe feems to lie, like fome 
cruel excife, upon my goods. A merchant can fcarce 
ever afford to make a purchafe even of Land, "his 
whole principal being wanted to anfwer the 
demands of his bulinefs. How then ran be fupporfi 
the lofs of fo much money lying dead on his 
wife's toilet I What profit can arife from her 
ear-rings or (hoe-buckles ? and where are his 
. quick returns from her fprig or her hpuquet ? 
lhould he fuffer a bill of exchange to be protefted, 
in order to pay his lady's jeweller ? or lhould he 
run the rifle of feeing the precious ftones themfelves 
in the hands of his affigneejf An eftate in, 
land indeed will afford fome profit to, the owner; 
of it: but the barren brilliants produce neither 
corn nor grafs, yield neither rent nor habitation, 
and ferve no one end (on this fide of Temple-Bar at 
leaft) except that of making the hufband poor^ and 
the wife proud. 

The bad effeft which thefe ornaments have on 
the minds of the wearers, might furnifh no weak 
arguments againft the ufe of them. So much finery 
mult be fhewn, and for what end does a womaA 

drefs» 
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drefs, unlefs it be in* order to be feen i With 

what tranfport did my wife attend to the city fchemc 

of an aflembly at HaberdalherVHall ! where, 

I dare fay, her magnificence has fince created no 

fmall difquiet in the family of many an alderman. • 

I have already been reproached by more than one of 

'the common council on this occafion, who have 

themfelves (hewn no more power to check this do- 

meftick evil than I exerted. They talk, however, 

very loudly of the imprudence of trailing a wife 

with fuch valuables : they tell me, it is absolutely 

putting an independent fortune into her hands. I 

have heard twenty ftories of diamond-necklaces 

and aigrets being fent by diftrefled ladies to the 

pawnbroker's ; and my attorney allures me, that 

he has the jewels of a lady of quality lying in his 

ftrong box, as a pledge for a thoufand pounds loft s 

at play, for which ihe had too much tendernefs to 

trouble her hufband. I have alfo heard another 

ftory of a lady who robbed herfelf, Jand prevailed 

on her kind hufband to purchafe for her a fecond 

time her own diamonds, new-fet, of the jeweller*. * 

who h^d received the ftolen goods at her hands. 

You, Mr. Genius, feem to me to be fomething 
*>£ a wag, and fo perhaps you may laugh at my 
jremonftrances j but in my mind it is a very ferious 
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affair, ^n<J defetves much CQnfidejration. To 
bcing^ in a bill for fame wife Cumptuary law would 
perhaps not he quite unworthy the attention of the 
legiflatare. I consulted a ferjeant 3t law foretime 
3go on this head. He informed pie* that* in the. 
ijAqorArrAon extent of his reading, he had met with 
a recital of QQe or two laws of this nature., bi^t 
th^t they had been obfolete time out of mind. In 
one. of ihefe it was declajred how many rows of 
lase a man might wear on his coat, according to his 
degree, from a duke to an efquirc : and in another 
it was, folqmnly enafled, that no perfon, beneath 
the rani: of a. peer, fliould wear a coat fo flaort as to 
(hew his pofteriors. 

This, Sir, was the fum of the grave gentle- 
man's counfcl : hoping alfo fome wholefome ad- 
vice from you, or at leaft that my cafe may induce 
you to draw up a table of fumptuary laws for the 
benefit of the ladies, or, more properly fpeaking, 
for the benefit of their hu (bands, I remain, 

5 I R, 

Your weH*wifeer and humble fervant, 

Humphry Gubbjns* 
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My Little GENOI 

I Have read your defer iption of yourfelf with 
a deal of glee, and would give a tboufand pounds 
to-morrow to be juft fuch another tight little thing 
as you are. A fine fporting figure I warrant. 
How much do you weigh ? Why did not you 
tell us that ?— But no matter — I'll hold fix to one, 
you don't ride above nine ftone, faddle and bridle, 
and all together. 

But hark ye, my little buck, the reafon of my 
writing to you at prefent is this. You muft know 
that I have laid Lord ■ . a thoufand guineas, 
play or pay, with a good many bets depending on 
the fame lay, that I get a man to ride a little 
Ybrkfhire galloway of mine, not thirteen hands and 
a half by Jupiter, five and twenty miles within 
the hour. I intended to ride myfelf, and have been 
in training for that end thefe fix weeks. But 
it won't do. I can't bring myfelf to lefs than 
twelve ftone three pounds and five ounces, do what 
I will. I have ufed exercife without meafure, 
eat fcarce any thing, and wore five flannel waift- 
coats all the hot weather, and yet 1 am overweight 
after all. Now I'll tell you what, my little 
Genius i if you will ride for me, it is a dead 

4 affair. 
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affair. The minute you appear on the courfe, 

the odds I am Aire, will run ten to one in my fa« 

vour : fo if you'll ride, you fhall go halves in the 

wager. I'll bear you harmlefs from all loffes ; and 

if you have a nund for the job, and it is in your 

way, I'll recomtpend you to the, jockey club as * 

proper man to make up the fportfman's calendar. 

Your's, 
i^lmack's, June 25, J. F. 

P. S. I have juft read an account in the news? 
paper of the furprifing little horfe from Guadalupe, 
but two feet ten inches high, that is, juft eight 
hands and an half. If you win my match for me, 
I will buy you this Quadalupe tit for youjr own 
riding. 



%* The original dates of the three firft numbers of this 
paper having been inadvertently omitted, are inferted 
in this place, and are indeed a neceffary part of periodical 
effays, in which many touches occur hearing particular 
reference to the time of their firft publication. The Tatler 
and SpecJator would often beobfcure, and fometimes f caret 
intelligible* without this eafy and familiar illuftration. 

The GENIUS. N° I. Date. Thurfday, June u, 1761* 
Ditto. N° II. Date, Saturday, June 20, 1761. 
Ditto. N° III. Dat*. Tuefday, June 30, 1761. 

Thx 
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NUMBER IV. 
Tucfday, July 13, 1761. 



. Pacifque imfonere morem Vi RC xx* 



Receive, as War is like to ceafe* 
Preliminary Thoughts on peace. 

« TT 7\AR, faith Vincent Wing in his almanack, 
V V begets poverty, poverty ppaqe." Now as 
fome, at leaft, of the parties engaged in the prefent 
conteft, feem to be nearly whirled round to that 
part of the circle of events, defcribed by the 
learned Philomath in the lines above-mentioned, 
all confederate perfons begin to look forward to the 
confequences of fuch a revolution. The fagacious 
gentlemen at the Smyrna have already deliberated 
what part of our conquefts we (hall forego, and 
what we (hall retain: It was but the other day, 
that I faw a political junto in a corner of the 
room, with a map of America lying before them, 
and heard their final refolution not to reftore an 
acre of Canada; though they were a little 

difconcerted 
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difconcerted by a fugar-merchant from the city, who 
happened to drop in at the time, and declared with 
an oath, that the nation was undone, if we agreed 
to give up Guadalupe. The dealers in the ftocks 
at Garraway's and Jonathan's are locking up all 
their ready money in the funds, and calculating at 
how much per cent, advance they fhall be able to fell 
out on the proclamation of peace; and, in the 
meantime, fome of the gentlemen at Arthur's, with 
many other perfons at both ends of the town, 
are attentively confidering the confeqttences of a 
peace in diminiflring or incrcafing the emoluments , 
of their feveral places, employments, orprofeffions. 
A friend of mine, a \ery honeft gentleman, who is 
an agent in the city, told me laft week, that, if 
he wa9 but fo happy as to fee the war continue for 
enly four years more, he fhould make an eftate, and 
ride in his coach and fix : and it was but the next 
day that another intimate acquaintance, who ha$ 
an employment in the war-office, declared to me, 
that he fhould lay down his chariot immediately 
upon a peace* For my own part, none of the va- 
rious conflagrations, juft enumerated, take hold on 
me. I have, I am forry to fay it, no money in the 
funds, and no employment under the government $ 
and, as to politicks, fince thefe arc not times 

when 
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When author-incendiaries are hired to take up the 
bellows to kindle the embers of fedition, or paid 
fc* laying them down again, what has a Genius 
to do with fuch considerations on the war or the 
peace ? Libels, publick or pr irate, are, alas ! 
attended only with fines, imprifonment, and the 
jpillory. Waving, therefore, all other reflexions, 
I Ihall confider this important event, come when it 
may, as a mere moralift ; and endeavour to trace 
out the moft probable effe&s of a peace, on the 
manners and principles of the good people of 
Great Britain. 

I think, I may venture to prognofticate, that its 
Srft vflible effefts wflf be manifcft in our drefs, fo 
that every lady'and gentleman may be faid to carry 
about them .a kind of badge of peace and reconci- 
liation* by adopting that foreign air, of which we 
«re fo great admirers. I have no appreheafioa that 
•our home manufa&ures will ftand ftill, and that the 
indubious artifts of Spital-fields, whom publick 
tpirk has of late fo much encouraged, will be left 
to ftarve for waflt of due employment 5 but I think 
I forefee a whole pacquet of tailors, hair-cutters, 
and fftilHners, coming over in every veflel, and new 
patterns for caps and handkerchiefs, with the true 
farh cut for cloaths, feat by every mail. There 

fcems 
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teems to have been much decency and chafte refervc 
in the habit of both fexes during the war 5 but* 
as we are allowed to be a very imitative, though not 
an inventive nation, I have fome dread of the 
new fashions to be introduced after the peace. 
Then, perhaps, we may again fee, among the 
ladies, uncovered fhoulders, naked breafts, and 
legs revealed above the ancle ; and among the men, 
fhort jerkins, white hats, and red-heeled fhoes. In 
order to prevent thefe and other irregularities, I 
would humbly propofe < that, before the treaty is 
concluded, a congrefs qf dreffers, frifeurs, and 
tyrewomen, plenipotentiary, be appointed to meet 
in fome neutral country ; and that, in the meaa 
time, wooden dolls, drefled, a la mode de Pats 9 be 
reciprocally fent over between the cities of London 
and Paris, the better to adjuft the preliminaries. 

The large cargoes of tailors, &c. which the 
peace will waft over, will, however, be very ina- 
dequate to the number of Englifh gentlemen, and 
Milors AngloifeS) that will immediately fet fail for 
France, not for the fake of intereft, but diffipa- 
tion. A bridge from Dover to Calais would per- 
haps hardly render the emigrations of our people 
more frequent. Paris will then be confidered as 

an addition to the number of our places of pubiick 

refort* 
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tfefort, and viflted with as much readincfs as Tun- 
bridge, Bath, or Scarborough. This is & field 
Which affords fo much room for obfervation, that 
perhaps I may think it worth while to colle& 
my materials on the fpot, and may date fome of 

my future papers from a Hotel at Paris. In the 
mean time, as our miniftry and parliament will un- 
doubtedly turn their thoughts towards the reduc- 
tion of the national debt, neoeffarily increafed by 
in expenfive, though glorious war, my (kill in 
politicks cannot fuggeft a better meafure or more 
equitable tax to their confideration, than an heavy 
duty on the exportation of fools. 

The ladies, who have juftly complained of the 
dearth of men during the war, will, I dare fay, 
concur with me in the propriety of this new tax, and 
to oblige them I would propofe that all importations 
of volunteers from abroad, and other recruits, 
may be permitted duty-free. At the fame time I 
Cannot but congratulate my fair countrywomen on. 
the great plenty of males, which the peace muft 
produce. We ftiall no longer fee a row of difconfoi 
late females, fitting, like fuperannuated maidens, 
urjfollicited at a ball, or a lady of fafliion reduced to 
the neceflity of figuring in with the butler. The 
officers of difbanded regiments will be glad to 

5 frpp'y 
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fupply the deficiencies of half pay by the. accefliori 
of a large portion with a wife; and the brave 
gentlemen of the militia, no longer embodied or 
traverfing the country to drftant encampments,, 
will add to the publick meetings and aifemblies of 
their own counties the brilliancy pf a red coat and 
cockade, without the terror that fuch a drefs com* 
monly brings with it, and as much harmleflnefs 
as a fword in the fcabbard. Thefe new-corn mi f- 
fioned foldiers may rejoice at the thought of having 
wiped off the contempt, that once cleaved to the 
name of Militia, and the ladies may be happy to 
take an hero to their arms, who can fight for his 
country, without being fent out of it. In a word, 
this is one of the moft jocund ideas, that peace 
affords. Bath, Briftol, Margate, Brighthelinftone, 
&c, will again become the fcenes of pleafure and 
delight 5 and the gallant warriors, who have de~ 
ferved fo well of Mars, now devoted to Venus in 
her turn, have nothing to do but to recommend 
themfelves to the favour of the fair fex, and en- 
deavour to repair the ravages of war by determining, 
with captain Plume, " To raife recruits the matrimo- 
nial way" 

But the joy, which the gaiety of thefe contem- 
plations infpires, is much allayed by confidering 

the 
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die unhappy fituation of the daily, weekly, morning, 
and evening retailers of news. During the time of 
war, a battle in Germany, a fort ftornted in the 
"Weft-Indies, or a Nabob created in the Eaft, ii 
worth forty Shillings td every paper, that reprint* 
the particulars from the Gazette Extr totdfoary : 
nay a town taken or a town toft is equally to the 
advantage of thefe half-fheet hiftorians $ and the 
perpetual curiofity kept alive by the publick anxiety, 
fells off whole quires of uninterefting details of 
births, deaths, marriages, and bankruptcies. How 
great then muft be the dread of the confe- 
quences of peace to the proprietors of the fWarm of 
Advertifers, Gazetteers, Ledgers, Journals, Chro- 
nicles, and Evening Pofts I A peace, which Will lie 
heavier on their papers than the double duty on 
the ftamps ! My good friend Mr. H. Baldwin of 
White Friars has already expreft to me his fears 
pn this occafion. He fairly tells me to my 
face, that though the Genius were to Hand in the 
front of his paper three times a week, the pub- 
lick attention would flag without great incident* 
and alarming paragraphs. He further acquaints 
me that, in order to recommend the St. James** 
Chronicle, he has engaged an ingenious gentleman^ 
Who, befides translating the mails, touching up 
Vo»» I. S collator*' 
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collectors' paragraphs, and writing occafional let-, 
ters from the Hague, has alfo a fufficient portion of 
invention and philofophy, (having finifhed his 
education at St. John's college, Cambridge) to 
draw up accounts of earthquakes, meteors, and 
eruptions of iEtna and Vefyvius. Notwithftand- 
jng all this, he requires vf\y further afliftance, 
Thefe, I prpteft, are matters with which I am very 
little acquainted ; yet, I will ftrive (to ufe the 
news-paper phrafe) to ejiablijh correfpondences of 
another fort. I will ufe my intereft to oblige the 
publick, like Boccalini, with the frefheft advice? 
from Parnaflijs 5 or, if my intelligence from that 
quarter fhould fail, 1 hope at lead to be able, as 
well as fome of my cotemporaries, to produce ^ 
dialogue from among the dead. 

Fiedler e Ji neqt^eo fuperos^ Acheronta movebo* 

The happieft circumftance which Lean recoiled 
iji favour pf thefe perfops employed in the eternal 
continuatipn pf modern hiftory, is, that a peace, 
giyes coi^fequenpe and dignity to feveral events, 
yrhich would be ftink and negle&ed during the tur 
mult of a war. Wp all remember to have feen the 
yrhoje nation, at fuch a perjod, fplit into parties 
concerning the poffibility of a fervant girl's fubfift«* 

jng for a month on a few crufts of bread and 3 

pitcher 
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pitcher of water, while the wits of the age drew 
their pens, and were ready to fpill their laft 
drop of ink on each fide of the queftion. At ftlch 
a period a rabbit-woman, or a fortune-teller, a 
quack, or a bottle conjurer, engages the attention 
and engrofies the converfation of the whole town : 
and a quarrel between a dancer and his miftrefs, 
or a difpute between a couple of opera-fingers, 
is of as much importance as the diffention between 
two generals. The violence of the Britifh fpirit 
.of party will always create fuel for its own 
flame to feed upon : when it can no longer rage 
abroad, it will commit devaluations at home ; when 
it has no occafion to exert itfejf in vindication 
of liberty and property, it will vent itfelf on trifles ; 
and the politicians of Britain, like the patriots 
pf Lilliput, will divide concerning the height of 
{hoe-heels, or th£ manner of breaking of eggs. 

Among thefe domeftick confiderations, there is 
one in particular, which prefles on my mind ; but 
though I feel its force, I an> quite at a lofs to ex- 
prefs my fenfations ; the idea is indeed too big and 
lofty, ajid fo far above the pitch of thefe mean 
eflays, that I feem, like the poet of old, to receive 
an admonition from fome fuperior, to have re- 
courfe to more familiar fubje&s. I fhall f there- 

E 2 fore. 
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fore, leave to fome greater mailer the endeavour to 
give to pofterity the portrait of a KING, happy 
jii 'the love and admiration of his fubje&s, proud 
Dtf calling every Briton his fellow-countryman, 
*itd employed in cultivating th* Arts of Piac*, 
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NUMBER V, 
Thurfday, Aoguft 6, 1761., 

Ergo ubi mi in monies et in arcem ex brhe removi % 
$uid friuj iUufirem f ■ 1 ■ Ho *• 

Far from the town, rtfviv'd by country air, 
What country matters firft demand my care ? 

AT this feafori of Annual migration, (as a 
great Writer folemhly ffflei it) when the 
noHe lord and the knight of the fhire go down 
to their feveral feats, to fupport their intereft 
in the county j when the lawyer takes his 
circuit ; when the right reverend diocefan appbittts 
his vifitation ; and when the humble out-rider, 
aftrjde his faddle-bags, goes his rounds for frefli 
oruers to dealers and chapmen in the country; 
*— in a word, when bufinefs or pleafure carry 
thousands out of town, it is no wonder that one 

or 
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or tjie other fhould have tranfported the Genius 
aJnioft two hundred miles beyond the limits of the 
bills of mortality. I could oblige the reader with 
a curious detail of my journey and adventures: 
1 could tell him, that my publifher furnifhed 
hie with one horfe* and my printer with ahother* 
together with his devil in livery, for an attendant : 
but thefe and many other curious particulars 
muft be deferred to fome future opportunity, that 
in the mean time I may have leifure to communi- 
cate fome few obfervations made, in pajfant^ 
on my fellow-fubje&s refident in the country. 

Notwithstanding the encomiums on a rural 
life, fown fo thick in the writings of poets and 
philofophers, we do not, in this degenerate age* 
think ourfelves Aire to breathe the pure air of in- 
nocence and ancient Simplicity, the minute we 
have got out of the fmoke of London ; we do not 
perceive a gradual declenfion of vice at every 
mile-ftone, or difcover morality Upon every hay- 
cock. The clown who works at plough and cart* 
nay evert the tender of fheep, for whom we have 
fo much refpeft in paftoral and romance* excite 
our veneration little more than a linkboy or ft 
hackney-coachman. The very milkmaid, with 
her pail on her head* engages our efteem no more 

E 3 than 
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than her fellow-labourers, who carry the yok<* f 
about our ftreets : and fo little do we expeft to find 
the manners of the golden age prevail among our 
rufticks, that we fee, without remorfe or fur- 
prife, fome bumkin Phillis condemned to the 
gallows for the murder of her baftard child, or a 
fefra&ory Damon committed to the houfe of cor- 
rection, fet in the flocks, or fent abroad for a foldier. 
But though we have furmounted thefe preju- 
dices, perhaps we ftill retain fome antiquated ideas 
©f the manners of the country, fcarce lefs re- 
mote from thofe which at prefent reign there, 
than even the manners of Arcadia. We are apt 
to take it for granted, that there yet remains 
among them, a ftrong leaven of that roughnefs and 
rufticity, which was fo long cwifidered as their 
diftinguifhing chara&eriftick. It is fcarce half 
a century ago, fince the inhabitants of the diftant 
counties were regarded as a fpecies, almoft as dif- 

ferent from thofe of the metropolis, as the na- 
tives of the Cape of Good Hope. Their man- 
ners, as well as dialeft, were entirely provincial ; 
and their drefs no more refembling the habit of the 
town, than the Turkifli or Chinefe. But time, 
which has inclofed commons, and ploughed up 
heaths, has likewife cultivated the minds, and 

improved 
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Improved the behaviour of the ladies and gentlemen 
of the country* We are no longer encountered 
With hearty flaps on the back, or pfeft to make a 
breakfaft on cold meat and ftrong beer ; and in the 
courfe of a tour of Great Britain, you will not 
meet with a high-crowned hat, or a pair of red 
blockings. Politenefs and tafte feem to have 
driven away the horrid fpe&res of rudenefs and 
barbarity* that haunted the old maniion-houfe 
and its purlieus, and to have eftablifhed their 
feats in the country* 

It is certainly to the iritercourfe between the 
town and country, of late fo much more frequent, 
that this extraordinary change muft be imputed* 
Every traveller, that goes down to Cumberland of 
Cornwall, carries in fome fort the town along 
with him, and inevitably leaves fome tin&ure of 
it tehind him : and every vlfit, which an honeft 
fuftick pays to London, infenfibly files off fome 
of the ruft of the country. Formerly indeed, 
When that the roads ivere ddrk y and ways were mire 9 

as Milton expreffes it Jn one of his fohnets, a 
journey into the country was confidefed as aim oft 
as great an undertaking as a Voyage to the In- 
dies. The old family coach was fure to be flowed, 
according to Vanburgh's admirable defcription of 

£4 it, 
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it, with all fprts of luggage apd provifions j and 
perhaps in the courfe of the journey, a whole vil* 
kg*» together with thpir teams, were called in 
*id ttrdig the heavy vehicle out of tjie clay, and to 
drag it to the next place of wretched accom- 
modation, which the road afforded. Thus they 
travelled, like the caravan over the deferts of Ara- 
bia, with every difagreeable circumftance of te- 
4*oufnfifs and inconvenience. But now, the 
amendment of the roads, with the many other im- 
provements of travelling, have in a manner opened 
a new communication between the feveral parts 
of our ifland. The people venture forth, and find 
thoofelves enabled to traverfe the country with 
cafe and expedition. Stage-coaches, machines, 
jlys, and poft-chaifes are ready to tranfport paffen- 
jgers to and fro between the metropolis and the 
moft diftant parts of the kingdom. The lover 
• npw can ftlmofi; literally annihilate time and fpact, 
and be with his miftrefs, before (he dreams of 
his arrival. Even a troop of geefe and turkies 
may be driven from the country to town in a 
fhorter time, th^n a nobleman and his family could 
have t^ken the journey heretofore, and the game- 
iter offers to bet, that he can go from London to 
Edinburgh in twelve hours. In fhort, the manners, 

faflupns, 
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fcfeions, amufeoients, vices, and follies of the me- 
tropolis, now make their way to the remoteft comers 
of the land, as readily and fpeedily along the turn-? 
pjlfce road, as, of old, Milton's Sin and Death, 
by means of their marvellous bridge over the Chaos, 
fxQm the infernal regions to our world. 

The efije&s of this eafy communication, have 
almoft daily grown more and more viflble. The 
feveral great cities, and we might add many poor 
country towns, feem to be universally infpired 
with an ambition of becoming the little London* 
pf the part of the kingdom wherein they are 
fituated : the notions of fplendor, luxury, and 
amufement, that prevail in town, are eagerly 
adopted ; the various changes of the fafhion ex- 
actly copied ; and the whole manner of life ftudi- 
oufly imitated. The country ladies are as much 
devoted to the card-table, as the reft of the fex 
in London ; and being equally tired of making 
puddings and tarts, or working fcreens and car- 
pets, they too have their routes, and croud as many 
of their neighbours as they can get together, 
into their apartments : they too, have their balls 
and concerts by fubfcription ; their theatres, their 
mall, and fometimes their rural Ranelagh, or 
Vauxhall. The reading female hires her novels 

from 
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from fome country circulating library, which confifts 
of about an hundred volumes, or, is trdndled frorri 
the next market town in a wheelbarrow ; and thd 
merchant, or opulent hardware-man, has his villa 
three or four miles diftant from the great town 
where he carries on his bufinefs. The noblemart 
and country ftjuife* no longer affefl: an old -fafhioned 
iofpitality, of fuffet the locufts of the country t6 
eat them dp, while they keep open houfe, and 
difpenfe victuals and horns of beer, like the anci- 
ent convents, to all comers ; but more fafhion- 
ably difplay the elegance of their tafte, by making 
-genteel entertainments : the fame French cooks ate 
employed, the fame wines are drank, the fame 
gaming praftifed, the fame hours kept, and the 
i'ame courfe of life purfued in the country as in 
town. The force of this illuftrious example in- 
fluences the whole country ; and every male 
and female wifhes to think and fpeak, to eat and 
drink, and drefs, and live* after the manner of 
people of quality in London. 

There is no popular fubjeft of fatire, on which 
the modern common places of wit and ridicule have 
been exhaufted with more futcefe, than on that 
of a mere cockney ' affe&ing the pleafures of the 
country. The dufty houfe olofe to the road fide, 

the 
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the half-acre of garden, the canal no bigger than a 
wafh-hand bafon, &c. have all been marked out 
with much humour and juftice ; but after all, it 
is not unnatural for a tradefman, who is continu- 
ally pent up in the clofe ftreets and alleys of a po- 
pulous city, tp wifb for frefh air, or to attempt 
to indulge a leifure hour in fome rural occupation $ 
and he wbd prevails oil hiihfelf to give up the en- 
joyments which nature has thrown into our laps in 
the country, for a poor imitation of the follies 
of the town, is infinitely more ridiculous. • Ly- 
curguspaffed a law in Sparta to prevent the impor- 
tation of foreign vanities, and not only exprefsly 
forbad the continuance of ftrangers in the city, for 
fear of their corrupting the people, but for the 
fame reafons would not permk his own people to 
travel. Frequent intercourfe will undoubtedly pro- 
duce fimilarity of manners ; but the prefent com- 
munication between the various quarters of our 
iflands, are fo far from being to be lamented* that 
it is only to be wiflied and recommended* that they 
may produce real refinements and improvements 
of a valuable nature* At the fame time let it 
be confidcred by our country gentlemen and la* 
dies, that no benefit can arife from changing one 
fet of follies for another ; and that the vices of the 
town < never appear fo truly ridiculous, or fo 

thoroughly 
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thoroughly contemptible, as when thty are attk- 
wardly pra&ifed in the country. 
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NUMBER VI. 
Thurfday, Auguft 20, 1761. 

Atque ita mentltur\ fie <verisfalfa remifcef, 

Primo ne medium t med'tQ ne difcrepet imupt. H01L 

Slander and feeming, in the tale Co mixt, 
A thoufand lies, an<J Tome fraall truths betwixt, 
From end to end fo cunning and compact, 
*Tia hard to part the falihood from the fact. 

QLANDER is an elegant and refined aft* which 
*~* has been brought to fucfe a wonderful perfec- 
tion, that it is not only univerfally prafitifed and 
thoroughly underftood, but is become the foul 
of polite converfation, and one of the moft agree* 
able amufements of private life. Formerly, an 
infant lye, fearful of dete&ion, and almoft afhamed 
to (hew itfelf in publick, made its way but 
flowly in the world ; but nojy, tjie groffeft falfe- 
hood comes abroad with the utmoft confidence^ 
and peremptorily challenges our notice and atten- 
tion. Not content with a general aflertfon of 

' apy 
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any fa&, it delights to be minute and circumftan* 
tial ; enters into particulars, tells you the man- 
tier how, the time when, the place where, and 
gives the names of all the parties concerned. Such 
a report having gone round to every coffee- houfe, 
and got into every private family, having been uni- 
verfally told, and almoft as univerfally credited, 
comes at laft to the ears of the perfons, who 
have been the unconfcious fubjefis of it. Then 
the whole ftory proves entirely groundlefs; but 
they, whofe reputation has been thus fported with, 
have no remedy except the confcioufnefs of their 
own integrity, unlefs they chufe to make a genteel 
retaliation on their next neighbour, or to encoun- 
ter with the air. It might be deemed too fevere 
an ad of cenforial authority, to difcountenance fo 
polite an entertainment, and might, perhaps, put 
fome of the beft company to filence. Yet, 
fince it is but of late that flander has, at its very 
birth, come forth (like Pallas from the head of 
Jupiter) armed at all points, hedged round with 
circumftance, and lackered over with probability, 
it may not be incurious to enquire, who are theft* 
a£Hve minifters of falfliood, that fet it fo firmly 
on its legs, and bring it fo early to maturity: I 
ibaU therefore dedicate the prefent paper to the 

description 
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<Jefcription of two of thefe ingenious charaders, 
$ach of which rough draughts, the reader, who i$ 
at all converfant with the world, will, I am 
fure, be able to apply to more than pne original. 

Lady Jacyntha Scandal is a WQtnan of 
the firft fafhion, and her houfe is the daily refort 
of the §rft company. Her reputation, it is true, 
js not quite unftained ; but the blemifhes of her 
character, like the fpots in the fun, are overcome 

* — 

by the fplendor of her quality. By the force of 3 
genteel malice and pleafant ill-nature, together 
with an happy aflurance that enables her to throw 
off the referve pf her fex, flie is univerfally ac- 
knowledgerf to be a wit. The fmartnefs of her re* 
partees befpeaks uncommon vivacity, and her ex- 
quilite turn for the double Entendre denotes an ad- 
mirable pruriency of imagination. She will tell 
a ftory to a room full of mixt company, almoft 
rich enough in its circumftances for the high- 
wrought memoirs of a woman of pleafure, yrith- 
oat ufing one indelicate expreffion, without offend T 
ing the ch aft eft ear, or betraying the leaft con- 
fcioufnefs that (he is all the while on the very 
brink of indecorum. She receives all her vi ft tors 
with the mpft perfect good breeding ; but the in* 
ftant that any one of them departs, he becomes 

the 
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the fubjeft of her pleafantry and ridicule to thofe 
that, ftay behind. She cannot raife our idea of 
her own chara&er, but fhe can leflen our opinion 
of another's. In a word, her ladyfhip is the fear 
and delight, the envy and fcorn, the honey and 
gall* of the great world :, nobody thinks well of 
her, but nobody fpeaks ill of J^er, and everj 
t>ody vifits her. 

Neither love, nor hohours, nor riches, nor any 
other worldly pleafure, can give half fo much de** 
light to Lady Jacyntha Scandal, as the 
gratification of her dear paflion for mifchief : and 
there are Hkpwife certain other female genipfles, 
who' love a little witty pialjce better than their 
prayers. Several of thefe are frequently aflemtyed 
at Lady Jacyntha's, and it is to the ingenuity of 
this petticoat junto that the ftrange reports, which 
alarm the whole town, are often owing. They 
are not contented with the more than ufual poig- 
nancy of their chit-chat over the tea-table, but 
fet themfelveg to invent important flanders, and 
tp devife the fureft means to give them colour. t If 
fpme pale-faced London coquette, fome hagged 
ipefpber of the cabal, worn to the bone with paint 
and late hours, is offended with the ruddy bloom 
$f fome pew toaft from the country, it is here 

that 



64 The GENIUS. N° VI. 

that fhe meditates revenge, and it is fuddenly 
proclaimed, or, as the phrafe is, reported) that the 
innocent young lady has been dete&ed in the 
groffeft familiarities with one of her father's foot- 
men; or if a durchefs has piqued fome of the 
junto, by excluding them from her route* or 
leaving them uninvited to a ball, her rank will fo 
little avail to exempt her from the like treatment, 
that the flander will rather be aggravated in pro- 
portion to the dignity of its objeft. 

Never did ftatefman ftudy more attentively the 
art of political lying, or ftockjobber ufe more ftra- 
tagems to raife or fink the value of the funds, 
than are ufed by the ingenious junto, to fend 
forth an injurious report with fecrecy. Nobody 
knows on what authority the ftory is founded 
which every body repeats ; and it is as impoffible 
to trace the flander up to its fource, as to dif- 
cover the head of the Nile. I have obferved, indeed, 
that it commonly takes its rife in the mod dif- 
tant quarter, from that where the parties refide 
whom it is intended to affe&. When a perfon of 
high rank is deitined for the vi£tim, an ertiiffary 
is difpatched to fet the ftory abroach at fome ob« 
fcure corFee-houfe in the City, whence it fpeedily 
parches to its head quarters near the court : or, 

3 if) 
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if perhaps fome rich banker and his family are to 
be made a facrifice, it is whifpered about the politer 
part of the town, that a certain great houfe near 
the Royal Exchange has ftopt payment. Some- 
times the curious tale feems to have travelled out of 
the country, and fometimes, like the great fire 
of London, it breaks out in feveral quarters of the 
town at once. However, come whence it may^ 
true or falfe, probable or improbable, down it goes; 
2nd the dear, witty, fweet, mifchievous crea- 
tures, who invented it, pra£tife ten thou fa nd 
additional little arts to give it credit. " They do 
". not believe, indeed, that the thing happened, 
u juft as it is related 3 but then there mujl bcfome- 
" thing in it, fay what they will, or elfe how 
" could there be fuch a number of particulars ? 
u Tliey have heard too, (good fouls!) nay* 
*' they knoWy that the parties themfelves aie very 
" uneafy at the ftory, and have taken a great 

* 

" deal of pains to difcredit it, which looks very 
u fufpicious 1 for why fhould they be fo concerned, 
" if, {in part at leaftj it were not true, or fuffer 
* c their peace to be broken by a mere idle report ?*' 
With fuch candour and humanity do Lady 
Jacyntha, and the reft of thefe good fort of 
people exprefs their fentiments ; and at the fame 
Vot. I. F time 
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time many of the moft intimate friends of the per- 
fons reviled repeat the dander, or at leaft make no- 
efforts to €dntradi& it : yet where is the offence 
or injury? it was not their invention, you know, 
and they only joined in the common talk ttf the 
town. 

Lord Baeoftfomewhere remarks thart great inqui- 
fitivenefs and curiofity concerning tlte* affairs, of 
©fliers, is one of the chief cfrara&erifticis of 
envy. It would be unpardonable to attribute fo 
black a paffion to a fine lady ; and yet k is certain, 
that no mortal was ever more ftrongly pofiefled of 
that inquiring fpirit than Lady Jacyntha 
Scandal. She will hold long conferences, for 
the fake of intelligence, with her mantua*maker 
or milliner, and has an admirable knack at draw- 
ing the fecrets of families from fervants and chil- 
dren. By thefe,, and the like means, fhe is ac- 
quainted with the private bufinefs and private plea*, 
fores of the whole town. Nobody knows fo well 
as her. ladyfhip, what lady's diamonds are in 
pawn, what duke's eftate was lately mortgaged,, 
what lord's filler's fortunes are not paid off, what 
poet keeps a miftrefs, what young man and. 
woman are clandeftinely married, or what grave 
judge has been caught, in a frolickfome vein, at. 

a game 
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a game of romps with his cook-tnaid. Such are 
the anecdotes which fhe is eager to learn ; and 
her affiduity in colle&ing them is only to be 
equalled by her induftry in making them publick. 

Equally attached to flander, but of the other 
fex, and of a lower rank, is the pert, volatile, 
prating, fcribbling, Jacky Tattle. Jacky is 
the fen of an attorney of Furnival's-Inn, and was 
originally intended for his father's profeflion ; but 
the ftrength of his Genius foon drew him from the 
defk, and carried him amongft under- aftors, un- 
der- authors, and women of the town : in which 
company he foon converted his pertnefs into affu- 
rance, and wonderfully improved his natural ta- 
lents for lying and defamation. Slander may, 
indeed, be faid to be his pa/Eon, and to fpread it 
his daily employment ; and as birds are obferved to 
peck the fineft fruit, fo this fluttering torn-tit 
always aims his petulant attacks at the faireft cha- 
racters. The company with which he affociates," 
naturally deal in detraction, his folly induces 
him to give credit to the flander, and his vanity 
often urges him publickly to interfere in it. He is 
alfo a great writer of anonymous epiftles from 
unknown friends, as well as incendiary letters 
from fecret enemies. He fometimes amufes himfelf 

F 2 yrith 
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with fending letters and paragraphs to the news- 
papers ? in which he fometimes appears as a 
fix-lined epigrammatift, and is confidently faid 
to be the author of feveral articles in The 
New Review. If ever you obferve an imper- 
tinent fellow, in the next box at a coffee- 
houfe, liftening to your private converfation with 
a friend, or cafting his eye over a letter, which 
you are reading or writing, that is Jacky Tattle: 
—Or if you fee a ftrange town-fly fluttering at the 
play-houfe^ flaring every body out of countenance, 
and buzzing about the theatre, now in the 
orcheftra, now in the green-boxes,, and by-and-by 
behind the fcenes, that is Jacky Tattle. — 
Poor Jacky's courage is unhappily not quite 
adequate to his malignity, fo that his indifcretions 
have fometimes betrayed him into punifhment for 
bis (landers ; yet his appetite for detradion muft 
be gratified ; he confiders himfelf as a formidable 
adyerfary to feveral characters of merit, and is 
thoroughly perfuaded that the ladies all believe him 

to be a wit and a fine gentleman* 
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Hie Vtr 9 bie eft ! tlbi quern promitti fafius audit, 
Auguftut Cafar I Divum Genus ! aurea condtt 
S*cula qui rurfus Lath* ■ VlRG. 

. This, this is Hi, whom rolling years (hou'd bring, 
Auguftus Czfar, fprung from Gods, our King $ 
Doom'd to waft blefilngs to this happy fhore, 
And in our times the Golden Age reftore ! 

NOTWITHSTANDING the rigour of fome 
criticks, which would entirely preclude the 
choice of temporary fubje&s, there are no parts 
of periodical publications, which have been 
more favourably received at their firft appearance, 
or afforded more entertainment afterwards, than 
fuch as were founded on matters merely fugi- 
tive, and peculiar to the time in which they were 
written. Such pieces become a kind of fupplement 
to hiftory : they furnifh the curious with anec- 
dotes ; and it is from thefe materials, that the lite- 
rary virtuofo colle&s the manners, fafhions, and 

F 3 euftoras 
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cuftons of his ancestors. The Tatlers and Spec- 
tators, for inftance, ferve almoft as effe&ually as 
a gallery of pictures, to fhtw the habits m vogue 

4 

at that period ; and are, at the fame time, a 
kind of historical regifter of the prevailing plea- 
fures, and the obje&s of publick attention. In the 
perufal of thefe papers we feem to be endued, 
like Janus, with a fort of backward face that 
enables us to take a clear, retrofpe&ive view 
of times paft. We fpend evenings at the clubs of 
our fathers, fome of whom may perhaps have 
been Mohocks, and gain, admittance to the 
toilets of our mothers and grandmothers. We 
read, not without fatisfa&ion, comments on the 
performances of a£ors, whom we never faw : 
we look upon the celebrated trunk-maker with a 
veneration equal to that of his cotemporaries ; and 
are hugely entertained at Powell's puppet-fliew. 

It is to be confidered, that periodical writers 
converfe more familiarly with the publick than 
any other authors ; they are allowed, nay ex- 
pected, to chat of themfelves, the play, the opera, 
and are even in danger of being neglected, if 
they omit to difcourfe on the popular topicks of 
converfation. Our good advice ,(for we are all 

fagacious monitors of the publick) muft not be 

obtruded 
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tibtruded on our readers, butmuft feem to be u&ered 
in by the occasion* and to take its colour from 
the times. The prefent completion of the people 
is fuch, that I find it abfoiutely vain, apd ridi- 
culous to attempt writing to them on any other 
fubje& than that of the Royal Wedding and 
"Coronation. My printer too has moil earnestly re- 
q,ueftad me to give what he 'calls a touch on the 
times, $nd to lay fomethmg on thefe great occafions. 
He tells me, that there is fcarce one of his cus- 
tomers, who would not fooner give a guinea for 
a night's lodging on the floor at Greenwich, or 
five for the fake of fitting eight and forty hours in 
Weftminfter Abby, than part with two-pence half- 
penny for the Genius^ uplefs it treats of thpfe 
folemnities, Scarce a paragraph of news, relat- 
ing to any other matters, will go down. The 
proceedings of the Court of Claims,, the ladies 
coronation robes,, and the aldermens' coronation, 
wigs, furntfh out the moft interefting articles 
of intelligence. The mailer of an ale-houfe in the 
next lane to my apartments Jus hung out a pa- 
per lanthorn to advertife the neighbourhood, that 
he fells the bed Mecklenburg purl and Coronation 
porter. The theatres are, I doubt not, both 
employed in. the preparation of entertainments 

F 4 fuitable 
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fuitable to the fplendor and joy of thefe happy celev 
brities ; and a famous field-preacher has, to my 
knowledge, already anticipated the Archbifhop in a 
Coronation Sermon, 

I have alfo lately been honoured with a pacquet 
of letters from feveral correfpondents, not one 
of which but relates to thefe two grand occafions 
of feftivity. Many, I find, are follicitous to know 
what will become of the Genius, and into what 
corner he will fqueeze his little body at the corona- 
tion. A gentleman, who figns himfelf Timothy 
Cautious, tells me, that in cafe I have no ticket, 
I may eafily be conveyed into the hall undiscovered 
in fome old countefs's pocket, or be rolled up 
and overfhadowed by the full bottom of a noble- 
man's periwig. A lady gives herfelf the trouble to 
recapitulate the advantages and difadvantages of 
my perfon on this occafion ; and informs me that, 
indeed, I may be put any where, but that unfor- * 

tunately, I fhall be able to fee no where. Ano- I 

ther correfpondent, who fubfcribes himfelf Coke 
• junior^ and dates from the Inner Temple, fays, that 
he hopes I have fecured a place in Weftminfter- 
hall, and adds (but I do not know what he means 
by it) that he fhould be glad to fee me appear there 
oftener than I ufed to do. The two following 

*■ ■ ■ 
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letters are, I think, the moft proper of any I have 
received, to fubmit to my readers at full length : 
to them . therefore I {hall devote the reft of this 
paper. 

The firft comes from a lady, and is as follows. 



1 



To the GENIUS. 
SIR, 
Have often lamented that I did not live in tkofe 



illuftrious ages of the world, when our fex 
was allowed to diftinguifh itfelf by a&s of prowefs 
1 and chivalry. I fhould have delighted to have 
traverfed the defarts, and to have refcued innocent 
virgins in diftrefs. The degeneracy of the prefent 
times has often been the caufe of my fore af- 
flidion ; and there is no circumftance from which I 
have ever in my life reaped fo much confolation, 
as from the thoughts of the approaching Coro- 

nation, which folemnity (till retains fome leaven 
of the ancient manners of this kingdom ; of 
which I can vouch no ftronger teftimony than thp 
well-known ceremony of the Champion in Wcft- 
minfter-hall. But there is, however, even in this 
fome deficiency, which I am ready and willing to 
fupply. Since the King has gracioufly thought fit 

to 
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to adorn this high feftival with the prefenee of 
H Queen, it is furely a diflionour to her merits, and 
an indignity to the whole fex, that one (hould be 
wanting to vindicate her beauty, when a cham- 
pion appears to affert the rights of his majefty. 
Tilts, and joufts, and tournaments, were originally 
inftituted almoft entiffely in honour of the la- 
dies ; and a total negle& of them in fuch cere- 

* 

monies reflects difgrace on our national gallan- 
try. A noble Spaniard would be (hocked to think 
of it. To prevent this dishonour, and to pre- 
serve the glory of the nation, I do moft humbly 
propofe myfelf as a Lady Championess, and in- 
tend to enter the hall, properly accoutred, and 
properly attended, immediately after the depar- 
ture of the Champion. / I have already trained and 
disciplined a milk-white palfrey for this purpofe, 
and mean to be attended with none other than tht 
Genius for my Dwarf : of which I hereby 
give you notice, that you inveft yourfelf with 
fuitable habiliments, and otherwife prepare your- 
felf for this awful occafion. 

Thalestris Dymoke. 
Given this tbirtittb ef Jugujl, 1761. 

The 
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The other letter comes from a gentleman, who, 
I can aflure the publick, is no lefs a Genius than 

MYSELF. 

S I R, Sept. 2, 1761. 

AT this critical conjun&ure I cannot think, or 
talk, or write* of any thing but the wind. 
1 gape at every weather-cock, and if there are none, 
in fight, am perpetually throwing up my hand- 
kerchief to fee, if there be a fair wind for the 
paffage of Her Intended Majefty. I am a good deal 
of a valetudinarian, and would, in general, aim oft 
as foon wifh for a plague as an Eafterly wind ; 
but now I pray for it every hour in the day. In 
fhort, Sir, thefe thoughts have filled my brains 
fo long, and pofleft themfelves fo entirely of my 
imagination, that the wind has got up into my 
head, and is attended with all the fymptoms of a 
poetical vertigo. Modern odes are, you muft al- 
allow, the moft flatulent *of all com pofit ions : you 
will not be furprifed, therefore, that the Weft Wind^ 
which impregnated Virgil's mares, fhould alfo 
make me teem with an ode, and here it is at your 
fervice. 

ODE 



a 
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ODE .to a WEATHER. COCK. 

OThou, whom all the Zephyrs court, 
Who lbv r ft with et ery breeze to play, 
Changing, 

Ranging* 
Whirling, 

Twirling, 

Veering a thoufand times a day, 

Why with a nation's wifhes wilt thou fport ? 

Obferve, while here and there you fly, 

Where anxious George, with wifliful eyc^ 

Watches each varying motion ! 

Then fummon from the fecret cell,. 

Where Eaftern breezes dwell, 

Profp'rous gales to fan the oceaa ! 

Once, faith the Mufe, great -flEolus, who binds 
In chains the fubjed winds, 

Who rideth on their wings in florin, 

When hurricanes the deep deform $ 
Or hufbes them to peace, and bids them fleep 

On the calm bofom of the deep, 

When the winds and waves are laid :— 
This mighty God once lov'd a Northern maid. 

While 
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* While faithful to his Northern fair, 
North winds alone pofleft the boundlefs air : 

Pregnant with rage 2nd {farms no more, 
Soft fighs and zephyrs in each gale they bore ; 

While Love did in his bofom feign, 

Fixt, as the needle to the pole, 

True to the wiflxes of his foul, 
Still Northward pointed each obedient vane. 

Now then, when George and England call, 
May he, the God that rules thee, deign to imile ! 
And, his own love remembring, for a while, 

Each envious wind enthrall ! 
And now, as Circe for Ulyffes once, chain'd faft 

Each adverfe blaft ! 
East turn thy point ! due East 1 that brings 

* Its richeft treafure on its wings, 
The Beft of Bleffings to the Btft of Kings ! 



Ths 
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Or dint gcntis 



Meres, ttjltidia, et pofulos, et fral'ta iUdn. . Vi tt g i t • 

The politicks, and morals, of the irate, 
The people's various manners Pll relate. 

*T*HE learned and honourable truftees of The Bri- 
tilh Mufeum, well knowing and duly confider- 
ing the great work in which I am engaged, and 
thoroughly weighing the infinite importance of it 
to the morals of the people of Great Britain, have 
gracioufly refolved to afford me every affiftance in 
their power, and given orders to the proper offi- 
cers for my conftant admiffion to the reading-room, 
with free leave to perufe fuch old papers and fcarce 
manuscripts, as my curiofity may lead me to look 
into. They have alfo further {hewn themfelves fo 
favourably inclined to me and my undertakings, 
that they have fet a- part a certain angle of the 

room 
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room for my particular ufe ; wherein there is ereded 
an elegant machine, curioufly contrived by Mr. ' 
Burnet, cabinet-maker in the Strand, and known 
by the name of the Geniuses reading-defk. This 
machine, in confideration of my diminutivenefs, 
is conftru&ed fomewhat on the principles of that 
ufed by Gulliver in Brobdignag, and has often 
enabled me to manage the mod .unwieldy volumes x 
with eafe, as well as, by means of its fteps, Co 
climb up to the top of the page of many a tall folio. 
The modern artificers of furniture have cultivate 
no tafte in moveables with more fuccefs, than thai: 
which they call the Book Fashion ; which is an 
ingenious method of reducing tea-chefts to the 
fhape and femblance of oftavos and duodecimos, 
as well as Bedes and other necejfary utenfils, of a 
larger fize, to the figure of quartos and folios*. 
Thefe goods may be had, neatly gilt and lettered, 
at the warehoufe of any fafliionable upholfterer j. 
but where could fuch a mode be followed with 
fuch ftrift propriety as in the conilru&ion of the 
implements of Literature ? On your firft entrance 
into the room, you would take the Genius's read- 
ing defk for an irregular heap of books of different 
fizes, thrown carelefsly one upon another : and,. 
as it is ufual to preferve fome analogy between tho 

4 jnock 
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mock volumes and the moveable which takes their 
form, commonly appropriating Pope's Letters*, 
the Spe&ators, &c. to the tea-table, and wafle 
paper hiftories, &c. to the clofet j in like manner 
the artift has ingenioufly raifed the fteps of my deflc 
upon Statius, and Scaliger, and XJpton y and 
Step-kiv, and MouNT-*«y, &c. with many other 
curious conceits of the like nature, not unworthy 
the genius of an upholfterer. A waggiih Cantab, 
who popt into the room the other day, after having 
examined the deflc with great attention, told me, 
that he found the Genius, like Bayes, had certain 
mechanical helps for wit, and chriftened it (after 
the univerfity ftile of punning) my Gradus ad 
Parnajfum. 

A few days ago, as 1 was fiudioufly employed at 
this deflc, and preparing to fay a word or two to 
the publick, as it were, ex cathedra, a fagacious 
friend of mine, belonging to the Mufeum, (who 
is for ever peering with his pur-blind eyes into 
fome curiofity, or brufhing with his learned nofe 
the duft from fome rare manufcript) threw a bun- 
dle of papers before .me. '1 his choice pacquet 
appeared, upon examination, to have been formerly 
in the poffefiion of Sir Thomas More, our gre^t 
chancellory of worthy and facetious memory,- to 

/ whom 
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Whom it was a&freffed by Petrus /Egidius (or, as 
feme tranflators cal 1 him, Peter GUes) of Antwerp, 
the very perfbn to whom the chancellor inferibed 
his Hiftory oif Utopia, This manufcript contains 
a full detail of the laws, manners, cuftoms, &c, of 
; the inhabitants of the iflahd of Anemolia, taken 

from memory by Petrus iEgidius, like Sir Thomas 
j More's own narrative, firopi the relation of Ra- 

[" pbael. This country, as well as fever*! others 

I mentioned in thefe papers, is, I find, takqn a^tice 

of in the Utopia ; and Sir Thomas, fpeaking cur- 
' forily of the people, calls them fuperbi magis quam 
fapientesy a ptoud rather than a wife nation. My 
veneration for manufcripts is not fo implicit as 
to think, with fome antiquarians, that every o|d 
paper is worthy to be printed, which has not yet 
been in print : but as I look upon this to be of an. 
extremely curious nature, I (hall .put it to the pre fs 
with all convenient fpeed ; and my friend above- 
mentioned has, for the benefit of the illiterate, 
' chearfully fubmitted to the labour of a tranflation. 
This valuable narrative is written originally, 
like the Utopia, in very elegant Latin ; and the 
| genuine papers', for the fatisfacYion of the Vir- 

tuofi, (hall lie, till the time of publication, at 
Mr. Becket's, bookseller, in the Strand. In the 
Vol, I. G mean 
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mean time, I have thought proper to amufe my 
readers with the following extrads made here and 
there from different parts of this valuable work, 
and I believe that moft perfons will readily concur 
With me, merely from this fpecimen, that Anemo- 
iia, muft be the moft extraordinary country un- 
der the fun. 

cc Anemoliorum lingua, fuavior auditu, verbis 
abundant i or , fidelior animi interpres y mutlla : ipji 
auUtriy &c" Apud M. S. 

rnp HERE is no language in the world more fweet, 
more * copious, and better adapted to exprefs 
the meaning of the fpeaker, than that of the Ane- 
molians : and yet, what is very wonderful, the 
Anemolians themfelves never make ufe of it 
in converfation ; but having difcarded their own 
native tongue, juft after it had arrived to its higheft 
pitch of perfeftion, they have, by a kind of 
general infatuation, adopted the harfher dialed of 
their neighbours and natural enemies, the Acho- 
rians. The children of the lqweft artificers, are 
early inftru&ed in the Achorian language, and are 
much afhamed, if they happen, by chance, to ex- 
prefs themfelves in their mother-tongue. From 

this ftrange national folly the Achorians have 

a (Turned 
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aflumed an air of great fuperiority, and affe£t to 
regard the Anemolians as little better than bar- 
barians. So very unaccountable, and yet fo deeply 
rooted, is this contempt for their native lan- 
guage, that during the fhort time I fojourned among 
them, a grammar of its rudiments and principles 
was burnt by the common hang-man; and a 
very ingenious author was condemned to be 
ftarved to death for having compiled an Anemo- 
lian Dictionary. 

Their paffion for literature, fuch as it is, is fo 
violent, that the number of their publications is 
incredible. They have, indeed, >among their an- 
cient authors, fevqral excellent visiters on almoft 
every fubjeft, but thefe, like their language, are 
grown obfolete : for the Anemolians are fuch 
wonderful lovers of novelty, that they indulge a 
defire for literary trafh, almoft as % intemperate 
and irregular as the longings of pregnant women, 
or rather like the falfe appetite of green-ficknefs 
girls for chalk, oatmeal, and unripe fruit. Several 
thoufand printed fheets of paper are publifhed every 
morning, as many at noon, and .as many more 
every evening ; befides which, a vaft variety of thin 
volumes, containing certain fippets of philofophy, 
morality, and the arts, make their appearance 

G % with 
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with eVery hew moon. But mod of thefe hourfjv 
daily, and monthly publications are calculated- 
merely for the amufemetit of the hour in which. 
they come forth, and grow immediately afterwards 
as dull, ufelefs, and Hftentemining, as a laft 
year's almanack. Hence thefe publications arc*- 
in the phrafe of that country, very properly ftiled 
Periodical. The art of writing is y indeed, nearly 
fallen into utter cofctempt amoftg them, and be- 
come a mean handicraft bufinefs, and wretched ma- 
Bufa&ure* So venal a profeffion is exercifed by 
few" or none of any reputation 5 whence it happens, 
that though their new books are almoft innumera- 
ble, the number of their writers is exceedingly 
fmall, four or five perfons being the fok authors 
of every work in every fcience ; in each of which 
they acquit themfelves with equal dexterity. 

The A^emolians affeft an uncommon love for 
natural freedom; but their aim in- this, as in 
moft other particulars, appears to be mercenary,, 
endeavouring to gain pecuniary advantages to them- 
felves by converting their liberty into property. 
According to thefe principles, the common inha- 
bitants of every town and diftridt within the 
kingdom fet themfelves to publick fale by au&ion,. 
once in feven years ; two or 'three* and fometimes 

four 
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four or five, or fix or feven, of fuperior rank, 
appear as purchafers at the fame place, on which 
occafions the higheft bidder is the buyer. By thefe 
means the venal commonalty often extort large 
Aims, being paid for, like cattle, at fo much per 
head, and yet they have frequent caufe to repent of 
their bargain 5 though it is but common juftice to 
.add, that the purchafers alfo frequently pay more 
for them than they are worth. 

************** 

P. S. Having proceeded thus far in tranf- 
lating the paffages I have fele&ed from the M.S. 
I find that my extracts are top large to come 
within the compafs of one paper. I am therefore " 
obliged to referve the reft, among which are many 
curious particulars relating to the ladies, for my 
next, with wheh I fhall prefent the reader as.feori 
4i3.poffible« 
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$u6d te per Genium, Dextramqi Deofy; Penates 
Obfecre & obteftori Vita me redde priori s 
§lu 1 fimul afpexit, quantum dimijfa petitis 
Praftent, mature* redeat^ refetatq J rtliBa* Hon* 

/ 
1 

By heav'n, by alt the love you pledged your wife. 
Give, I conjure thee, give my former life ! 
Compare the prefent ills with comforts paft, 
And be with your firft fortunes bleft as laft ! 

AS the following letter is the firft of any con- 
fequence, with which I have been favoured 
from a female hand, the preference due to a 
lady muft be my apology for deferring the reft of 
the manufcript, relating to the Anemolians, to my 
next paper. 



To 
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To the GENIUS. 
S I R, 

WHEN I inform you, that I am juftraifed 
from the humble condition of plain Mrs, 
Greenfield to the honour of being the lady of a 
member of parliament ; when I tell you, that my 
hufband was, at the laft general ele&ion, chofen 
by a great majority of voters for one of the moft 
eminent county-towns in the kingdom; when I 
further add, on good authority, that the petition 
intended to have been preferred againft him is 
withdrawn, and that he feems likely to fit out his 
feven years in the honourable Houfe of Commons ; 
when I fend you, Sir, all this feeming good news, 
it only ferves to acquaint you, in other words, that 
I am one of the moft unhappy women upon earth ; 
that my hufband is an undone man, and that 
my dear children, though born to fome eftate, 
are in danger of being thrown upon the wide 
world to earn their uncertain bread. 

But that which adds the greater acutenefs to my 
mifery, is the fad and fudden revolution of our for- 
tune 5 for we are not only hurried to certain die- 
ftr u&ion, but drawn from a ftatc of the moft perfeft 

G 4 tranquillity. 
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tranquillity. I have now been married almoft 
fourteen years. My hufband always behaved to 
me with the trueft tendernefs and affection ; the 
whole ftudy of my life has been to promote his hap- 
pinefs ; and our little family has, all that while, 
lived comfortably in a cheap country upon a very, 
moderate fortune. But, alas ! the late general 
election has entirely reverfed our fituation. You 
muft know, Sir, that our county, like many 
others, is unhappiJy fplit into little parties and 
factions, and a perpetual conteft is kept alive by 
the two moft opulent perfonsin it, which of them 
fhall have the credit with the great folks above, as 
the phrafe is, of managing the reft. A noble peer 
in our neighbourhood, who is the perfon that car- 
ries" on this important difpute with a wealthy 
baronet, did us the honour of a vifit about a year 
ago, earherfly intreating my hulband to appear with 
another gentleman, in his lordfhip's intereft, as a 
joint candidate for the county-town, in oppofition 
to two others fupported by the baronet. Myhuf- 
band's vanity and ambition took the alarm in 
an inftant, and he was all on fire for the honour 
of reprefenting fo refpedlable a place in parliament: 
Only two fmall objections prefented themfelvfcs : 

the firft was, that his property lying chiefly in the 

funds, 
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funds, his landed eftate did not quite amount to 
the yearly value, which, it Teems, is required as 
a neceflary qualification : and the fecond was, that 
his property, taken all together, would by no 
means enable him to defray the numerous and 
heavy expences of a contefted ele&ion. Both thefe 
obje&ions were, however, without much difficulty, 
furmounted. My hufband had, indeed, at fir ft, 
fome fcruples of confcience on the firft article, as 
neither he nor I could think it poffible for him to 
take the oath of qualification with his feat, without 
the requifite addition to his eftate. An eminent 
lawyer, fetched from the inns of court in London 
on purpofe, foon folved this difficulty, and made 
out a qualification in form, by means of an hocus- 
pocus conveyance from my lord to my hufband, by 
which, they tell me, that my hufband has en- 
larged his eftate, though I know too well that he 
has not added to his income. As to the fecond 

objection, that was immediately got over by 
his lordfliip's declaration, that he meant to defray 
the whole expence of the ele<Sion himfelf. My 
hufband therefore chearfully prefented himfelf as a 
candidate \ but I muft not forget to mention, that 
though he was brought in by the noble lord, as 
tfee whole country will tell you, for nothings it 

4 coft 
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coft us Very near a thoufand pounds. There were 
feveral unforefeen incident expences, created chiefly 
by the zeal of my hufband's heft friends^ and thofe 
who were moft warm in his intereft; of which ex- 
pences, as he feemed to be the immediate caufe, though 
incurred without his direction, he was afhamed to 
carry in the bills to his lordfbip at the clofe of the 
conteft, which had coft the parties, both together, 
above thirty times that fum. 

But this lofs, as it was the firft, fo it would 
have been the leaft, and moft eafily to be put up 
with, if my hufhand had been fo fortunate as to 
have loft his eleftion. I muft repeat to you, Sir, 
that he was chofen by an indifputable majority; 
and I repeat it to you, not without forrow ; as I 
now too late difcover the wifdom of the legiflature, 
in demanding fuch a qualification in property, fince 
I fee that a large eftate is neceflary to keep up 
the confequehce even of a dependent member, as 
well as to fupport the real dignity of independence. 
The change in my hufband's fituation is much 
lefs extraordinary than the alteration in his ideas. 
He is no longer contented with being a plain country 
gentleman, as heretofore, but confiders himfelf as 
a kind of publick chara&er. Our houfe is now 
thrown open to all comers and goers, and all the 

i honeft 
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Weft freemen muft be indulged with the run of 
our cellar and kitchen. We have treated the wor- 
ftipfui corporation more than once, and every 
private gentleman muft be loaded with civilities 
in proportion to his influence and intercft. My 
hufband was formerly of fome ufe to the country, 
merely by ading in the commiffion of the peace ; 
but he has' now, on the death of his lordtoip's 
brother, been appointed colonel of our militia ; at 
our laft affizes, he was' unanimoufly chofen to be 
foreman of the Grand Jury 5 and now that his pre- 
fence is become of ' fo much confequence in the 
county, I know that he will think it indifpenfibly 
requifite for him always to fill the chair at the 
Seffipns. Thefe, and feveral other county-dig- 
pities, with which I plainly forefee he will be ho- 
noured, will not be maintained without extraor- 
dinary expences, befides thofe which muft inevi- 
tably attend the neceffary journies between town 
and country. 

From my mention of Journies, you will imme- 
diately conclude that we have an houfe in town. 
To take one was, indeed, the firft refolution 
which my huftand made after his ele&ion ; and 
that we are already in pofleffionof a very handfome 
houfe in one of the* moft fafluonable parts of 

the 
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the town, is no inconfiderable circumftance of my 

tinhappinefs. We came to London time enough* 

you may be fare, to attend the Coronation ; and 

feveral - of the ele&ors being drawn up to town by 

the fame great occafion, my huiband hired a room, 

-at the price of an hundred guineas, for our own 

and their accommodation to fee the proceffion. 

«* Thefe little a&s of kindnefs, my dear, (fays he 

to me) done for a fmall expence at a time when 

they appear difinterefted, go as far as twenty- fold 

that fum in feafons of commotion and diftrefs.** 

Indeed nothing feems to terrify him fo much as 

the apprehenilons of being thought niggardly in 

his notions, and narrow in his oeconomy. He has 

of late frequently reprehended me for the plainnefs 

of my drefs, and tells me, that the lady of a mem- 

her of parliament, .efpecially the reprefentative 

of a place of fo much confequence, ought to 

make a genteel appearance. I am in great fear of 

liis prefenting me with fome jewels. He has already 

provided a fplendid equipage, and has put the 

Servants into laced liveries j and moreover infiftft 

on our having a man-cook : " for, (fays he) I flull 

often bring home fome of my brother members 

Jo dinner ; and, you know, my dear, they are ufed 

to good living, and muft have their things well done. 

As 
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As my hufband has hitherto always behaved in 
* prudent and reafonable manner, this ftrange ex- 
travagance would almoft perfuade me that he was 
«ut of his fenfes, if I did not fee that a foolifli in- 
fatuation,' and I know not what idea of being in 
parliament, has feifed his mind. This, he tells 
me, is thecrifis of his fortune, and that his fuccefe 
in his election will prove the making of his fa- 
mily. A feat in parliament he looks upon as 
a mere earneft of the honours which he is hereafter 
to enjoy. He affures me again and again, that 
the molt eminent perfons in the kingdom have rifen 
to their prefent dignities by the fole force of 
parliamentary talenis; and thstf for his own part 
he has no* doubt of making his way, now he has 
once got into the road of preferment. He feems fa 
fure to carry his point, that he even threatens to 
take no noticfe of any of his relations, but fuch as 
(hall (hew him due attention and refpe6t ; and. he 
has j»6V determined to fend our eldeft boy, who is 
about nine years of age, to Weflminfter School r 
becaufe he thinks he has difcovered in the lad fonte- 
thing of an oratorical turn. 1 am very well aflured r 
from all his converfation^.nd behaviour, that his va- 
nity prompts him to believe that he fhall make 
faimfeif of confequence.in parliament; and I am 

very 
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very much afraid that he will open his mouth, almoft 
immediately after he has taken his feat, and expofe 
himfelf in publick ; for I, who am partial to him, 
yet know him too well to imagine that any fuccefs 
can attend his efforts to fhine in eloquence or 
politicks. You may fmile, perhaps, Sir, and think 
that I confider the matter too minutely ; but I am 
fully pcrfuaded, that he often means to try the 
ftrength of his .talents as a fpeaker, on me and the 
little circle of familiar friends that drop in to 
vifit us. He take? up every thing in a ftile of ar- 
gument and authority, runs the eafy chat of con- 
verfation into politicks, and talks with much ve- 
hemence for a long time together upon fubje&s 
which neither I, nor any of my female acquaintance, 
can at all comprehend. He tells me over and 
over, alone and in company, that there is a great 
fcene opening upon us, that the commencement 
of a new reign, and a new parliament, muft of 
courfe produce great events ; and that thofe who 
have the ableft talents for the bufinefs of the houfe, 
will be the moft certain to diftinguifh themfelves 
and reap the greateft fliare of honour and profit. 

For my part, Sir, I am no Mrs. Weftern, and 
pretend ,to no (kill in politicks ; neither am I of 
opinion, that a candidate's being poffeffed of wealth 

enough 
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enough to bribe his conftituents, ought to re- 
commend him to their choice ; but I am fully fa- 
tisfied, that a confiderable degree of poperty is 
neceflary to his integrity, fince, without it, the 
greateft talents will not avail to preferve his in- 
dependence. My hufband, for example, publickly 
declares, and feems to affe&aconfequence from it, 
that he (hall always go with His Lordfhip : he feems, 
indeed, to be to involved in his parliamentary 
tyftem, that he has quite loft fight of his domeftick 
ceconomy. While he is bringing his vaft fchemes 
to bear, he will be every day haftening his ruin. 
The fuccefs, with which he is fo elevated, is a 
piece of good fortune that brings deftrudion along 
with it ; for what advantage can be derived from 
any preferment, which requires a man to make his 
expences amount to above double the value of his 
receipts ? I can account eafily enough for the man- 

m 

ner in which we are to fupport our way of liv- 
ing during the prefent year ; and the fame forefight 
convinces me, that it will be abfolutely impoffible 
for us to go through another. The follies of mod 
married men are charged on their wives ; but this, 
I am Aire, has, from firft to laft, been purfued, 
as well as undertaken, much again ft my con fen t. 
It was with a heavy heart that I faw my hufband 

enter 



I 



»6 The GENIUS. N» X. 

f 

enter into this projeft; a »d it was with ftiil 
greater uneafinrfs I faw him perfift in his town- 
fchense, fince I am well convinced, that our jour- 
ney to London oitift end, like Sir Francis Wrong- 
bead's, in a journey into the country again* 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

PATIENCE GREENFIELD. 
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Urban quam dkunt Romam, Melibeee, putavt 

Stultus ego huic nojiras fimilem. • ■ Vine* 

Fool that I was, I thought at Rome, 
They did the fame we do at home; 
And by another name, tho' known, 
Believ'd that city like oor own* 

T Have received the following note in confequence 
■*• of the extradl from the Latin Manufcript, with 
which 1 prefented my readers a few days ago. 

T# 
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To the GENIUS. 

PLAGUE on your Animol j ans, and non- 
fenfe, and ftuiF ! If you have any faults to 
find with us honeft Briton?, wby don't you tell U* 
fo in plain Englilh ? 

Your's. 

' ■ > 

JOHN TRQT. 

I am forry to have excited matter "John Trot's 
indignation ; but if his objections to my purfuing 
the fubje<9: are infuperable, I hereby give him fair 
warning not to perufe the prefent paper. I {hall 
only obferve, that travellers, writing chiefly for the 
inftruftion and entertainment of their own coun- 
trymen, while they defcribe the manners of fo« 
reign nations, and exhibit remote fcenes, are 
apt, like otner fcene-painters, to work in di/tewper, 
and draw, things and perfons, larger than the 
life, that they may ftrike at a diftance. This 
perhaps is in fome meafure, the cafe with our 
prefent author. The remaining extracts are as 
follow : 



Vol. I. H « MulUm 



98 Thi GENIUS. N« X. 

" Mutter es quidem, &c. apud M.S. 

ft 

c< / - \ jj g Anemolian Women are equal in beauty 
-* 1 even to the Circaffians, and have alfb 
learned from fome Europeans, who were caft away 
on their coaft, the fame method of preferving that 
beauty from the ravages of the moft <jruel of dif- 
tempers* This uncommon beauty would give 
them almoft an abfolute power over the men, if 
they did not tbemfelves ufe their utmpft efforts to 
dim its luftre, and to nip their growing charms in 
the bud, or to deftroy them in their full bloom : for, 
as the indelicate females among the Hottentots 
twine the fat and entrails of animals round their 
arms and legs, and rub their bodies with filth, 
thinking thereby to heighten their charms, and 
render their figures more agreeable ; fo the women 
of Anemolia, not content with that pbrtion of 
charms which heaven has allotted them, are perpe- 
tually retouching by art the beautiful originals of 
nature, till they become the moft execrable daubs 
that ever were beheld. If a prince had a palace 
built of handfome ftone, or perhaps the fineft mar- 
ble, beautifully variegated by the hand of na- 
ture in the quarry, fhould you not efteem him a 
madman to cover it with plaifter and rough caft ? 

What 
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What then fhall, we fay of the women of Anemolia, 
who pollute the facred temples of their perfons by 
encrufting them with a coat of Cerufs, and dead- 
ening the native vivacity of their features with 
an artificial enamel ? A pradice fo unnatural has, 
I find, betrayed me into metaphor and allufion ; but 
the fad, as heaven (hall profper me, is literally- 
true. Firft, they, varnifh their faces, necks, and 
arms, like a whitened wall ; and then they lay fan- 
taftick colourings, red, brown, or black, according 
to their various imaginations, upon that ground. 
Some females have the art of blanching their 
necks with a curious preparation, which hard- 
ens on their bofoms, like mortar in a building ; 
and, like that too, will abide all the changes of 
the feafons for an whole year. But this procefs re- 
v quires time, and confines the lady that fubmits to it, 
for fome weeks. During the time that I was in 
Anemolia, I remember it was once the darling 
piece of fcandal among the ladies of quality in 
Niroe, the capital of that country, that a noble- 
man's daughter (who, for a few days, ceafed to ap- 
pear at publick places} had abfeonded, in order 
to be delivered of an illegitimate child : but the 
real truth was, thatt he young lady lay in bed a 
month merely to bring the cruft on her neck 
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to a proper confiftency, and bake it, as it were fit 
an oven i and at the end of that period, (he en- 
tirely defeated the malice of her enemies, and con- 
futed their flaftder* by coming forth with a ghoftly 
bofbm, and as dead a white a* afobafter. The 
greateft misfortune attending this, and erf ry other 
pra&ife of the like nature, is, that it foon utterly 
deftroys that exquifite beauty which at firft it ferves 
but to eclipfe. The mixtures ufed for thefe pur- 
pofes are, it feems, compofed of poifon, fo that 
few retain any of their original charms after they 
are three or four and twenty years of age; apd 
many of them, even before that period, become 
Wrible to look upon. One of the prevailing 
beauties at court, at my arrival in Anemoua, was, 
in a few weeks afterwards, ftruck blind ; another 
obje& of publick admiration foon after loft all. her 
teeth at once ; arid a third was fuddenly deprived of 
the ufe of her limbs, as it were by a ftroke of 
the palfy, and became bed-ridden. Such dreadful 
occurrences happened daily, and yet the rifing ge- 
neration of females continued the pra&ice. This, 
among many other follies, was originally imported 
from Achoria, where it is not quite fo wonder- 
ful that it fhould prevail ; for the women of that 
country, l>eing naturally of a dark and dingy 
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complexion, and deftitute of the delicacy peculiar to 
thofe of Anemolia, more readily recur to the re- 
sources of art to mend the imperfe&ion of nature." 

I have prefented the reader with the above 
paffage, becaufe I think it extremely curious; 
but I cannot help fancying, that our author 
has tranfgreffed the bounds of credibility in 
this part of his narrative. It is impoffible that any 
females fhould be guilty of fuch deteftable wick- 
edhefs, or give into fuch grofs abfurdity. The 
accurate reader will eafily conjedure, from fome 
peculiarities of expreffion in the above extraft, 
that I have rendered the original with great ex- 
a&nefs. The tranflation is indeed very literal, ex- 
cept that I have here and there taken the liberty to 
foften fome phrafes of indignation and reproach 
which would be efteemed vulgar in our tongue, tho' 
they have a certain dignity in the learned languages. 
But to proceed frtm our M.S. 

" The women of Anemolia, confeious of the 
attra&ion of their form, and vain of the ele- 
gance with which they flatter themfelves they have 
embelliihed it, are fond of difplaying all its va- 
rious excellencies. Their arms are uncovered up 
to the elbpw, their necks and bofoms are laid bare, 
or thinly (haded with tranfparent veils of the moft 

H 3 delicate 
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delicate texture. The fame vanity induces them to 
lavifh on their perfons a profufion of ornaments of 
gold and filver, and precious ftones, and as many 
ribbands as an heifer of old going to the altar as a 
facrifice. They long ago difcarded the fimple 
national habit of Anemolia to adopt the fantaftick 
drefles of the Achorians ; and fo fearful are they 
of failing to keep pace with that nation in the va- 
rious changes and revolutions of their garb, that may 
I perifh, if it be not truth ! — the cloaths of the 
chief people in the kingdom,* men as well as 
women, are manufactured and made up in Achoria, 
and tranfported thence by the firft fair wind to 
Anemolia." 

<c Porro autem apud Anemollos meretricum quajiusy 
t$c. apud M,S. 

" Moreover, among the Anemolians the trade 
of courtezans, exceffive drunkennefs, the open 
exercife of profane fwearing, and all manner of 
gaming, aj-e, undoubtedly, ljcenfed by the laws of 
the land. I had not time indeed to make a very 
nice fcrutiny into their conftitution, and go regu- 
larly through the three hundred thqufand volumes 
In which their laws are enrolled y but am never- 
thelefs affured tbat I cannot be deceived in thi§ 

circumftance, 
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tircumftance, becaufe the vices above-mentioned 
are fo openly pra£tifed, even under the nofe of 
the magistrates, that 'I am very confident they 
muft have obtained the fanftion of publick au- 
thority. As foon as the evening comes on, a 
large number of loofe women are ordered to iflue 
forth into the ftreets, and to ufe their utmoft efforts 
to decoy paflengers into certain houfes appointed 
for their reception. Stated quarters of the metro- 
polis are particularly dedicated to the purpofes of 1 
riot and debauchery, where luft, drunkennefs, and 
blafphemy, hold their conftant reign ; while, in 
other diftrifts of the capital, fome of the firft dig* 
nitaries of the ftate, principally concerned in the 
legiflatute, have inflituted focieties of gaming : and, 
indeed, there are kw polite families, which have 
not their meetings of this nature. 

" The open pra&ice of fo many exorbitant vices, 
I muft confefs, created in me much aftonifhment at' 
my firft arrival in the kingdom $ but I was, on fur- 
ther refle&ion, inclined to confider this extraordi- 
nary licence, not to, fay licentioufnefs, as theeffeft 
of deep policy. The promifcuous commerce with 
loofe women is perhaps encouraged in order to turn 
the minds of the young men from any attempt at 
adultery, which, it feems, was formerly too 

H 4 prevalent 
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prevalent in Anbmolia. But the trade of cour- 
tezans is not only thus authorized, but the benevo- 
lenceof the publick has alfo inftituted nurferies for 
their educati op, appointed noble provifions for them 
in their pregnancy, as well as receptacles for 
their children, and a comfortable retreat for them* 
felves.*— It were alfo to be wi&ed, on account of 
fome fmall inconveniencies at prefent fubfifting, 
that the courtezans were obliged to wear a num- 
bered ticket, like the porters and hackney coaches 
among you in England, and made refponfible to 
certain commiffioners for their behaviour in their 
profeffion.— -—Drunkards, and profane fwearers, 
as well as common beggars, are, I fuppofe, fuffered 
to infeft the publick ftreets, like the intoxicated 
llaves which the Lacedaemonians exhibited to their 
children, in order to deter others from thofe 
odious pra&ices and fcandalous ways of life :.but 
why every mode of gaming is purfued among them 
with fo much zeal and vehemence, unlefs it be a 
part of their religion, I am quite at a lofs to de- 
termine or comprehend. On the fame principles 
with thofe above -mentioned, fuits at law are em- 
barrafled with a thoufand perplexities, prolonged by 
the moft" tedious delays, and loaded with mod 
heavy cxpences. Tlie wife caufe of all thefe 

5 troubles 
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troubles attending legal difputes, is, merely to 
deter the citizens from idle litigations which is 
evident from their proceedings in matters of a cri- 
minal nature. There the offender is brought to an 
~ immediate trial, his offence is immedately exa- 
mined with the utmoft expedition, and the fentence 
of the law put into immediate execution ; upwards 
of three hundred criminals being publickly hanged 
every new moon." I was particularly defirous 
of laying the above paragraph before the reader* 
though it contains little elfe than mere matter of • 
refledion, becaufe I think nothing fo much illus- 
trates a book of voyages, and tends fo much to the 
improvement of the reader, as the fagacious and 
juft obfervations with which the traveller is com- 
monly fo kind<as to oblige him. i But to proceed 
from our author. 



«c 



2>uod ad Religionem attintt> &c. apud M.S. 



" As to the religion of the country, as I hinted 
above, I am not able to give a very clear account of 
it. I was, indeed, in doubt, for fome time, whe- 
ther the Anemolians had any fyftem of worfhip 
eftablifhed among them 5 but obferving that there 
was one day, which the commonalty devoted to 
pleafure and diflblutenefs, I found, upon enquiry, 

that 
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that it was their ufual manner of celebrating the 
fabbath. So far from being deftitute of a religion, 
they may be faid to be over run with religions ; as 
a different perfuafion prevails in every ftreet, nay, 
almoft in every houfe. They have many wife 
teachers, learned in matters of divinity, among 
their artizans and mecbanicks ; and there are alfo 
, feveral fagacious elderly females who take upon 
them the care of inftru&ing their own and the 
other fex in 4II points of religious faith. Some of 
them maintain Polytheifm, others are given to 
Deifm, and a great number of them are reli- 
gioufly devoted, if I may ufe the phrafe on thisoc- 
cafion, to Atheifm. The Europeans, who were 
thrown on the coaft, introduced Chriftianity among 
them ; but, I am forry to fay it, the true Faith 
has not taken deep root in Anemolia. Some in- 
deed among them, perfons of the pureft lives, were 
firuck with the force and dignity of its precepts, 
and readily embraced the tenets of Chriftianity ; 
but fcoffers at its do&rines foon arofe without 
number ; and feveral authors of the moft eminent 
abilities, and elevated rank, have made it their 
particular ftudy to write again ft its do&rines, mi- 
racles, &c. though it muft be owned, that there 

have 
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have not been wanting full as able advocates on the 
other fide of the queftion." 

" Vereor hercle ne, &c* apud M.S. 
<c I am almoft afraid that what I am now goingto 
relate will hardly obtain credit, as it is fo diametri- 
cally oppofite to the courfe of things in every other 
part of the globe. Few, if any, of the Ansmo- 
lians die a natural death. Such as are not put to. 
death by the hands of juftice, or accidents, or fud- 
( denly f taken off by apoplexies, palfies, or the like, 
fall by felf-murder. The rage of fuicide comes on 
regularly, like the moulting-time of birds, at a 
particular feafon of the year, which commences at 
the fall of the leaf. Mechanicks, and other people 
of mean condition, commonly hang or drown 
themfelves ; ftatefmen generally die by poifon ; and 
moft of the nobility fall on their fwords, or {hoot 
themfelves through the head. About the middle of 
November every pond is filled with carcafes, and 
dead bodies hang on every tree. 1 was extremely 
fhocked at this impious prodigality of their lives ; 
but the furvivors among the. natives are not at all 
affedted by it, and behold the daily filicides, 
committed by their neareft relations, without the 
leaft emotion. They told me, that it was con- 
stitutional, either originally in their natures, or 

generated 
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generated in them by the climate. They further 
allured me, that if I remained long among them, 
the fogs, which are fo thick and frequent in that 
country, would by degrees opprefs my fpirits, and 
£11 me with a horror of life, and all its attendant 
vexations. — Other reafons might, indeed, be af- 
figned. — However, I was fo fhocked and alarmed at 
this information, that I departed from their country 
the firft opportunity." 



The G E N I tr S. 
NUMBER XL 

Thurfday, O&ober 29, 1761. 

Malta fer§, ut flactm genus irritabik vatam, ' 

Cum fcribo) & fufplex ftfult jujfragia cspto* Ho^. 

The fpteen of tcfty authors to fubdue, 

To bribe the publick voice by flattery too, 

An humble author, much I lcarn'to bear. 

That when I write, my writings they may fpare. 

OWIFT, by way of defcribing a reigning 
*-* controverfy of thpfe times, has left us a moft 
droll and humourous account of a battle of the 
books in St. James's Library j and Boileau in his 

Lutrin 
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Lutrin has, with equal pleafantry, brought the two 
adverfe parties in his Poem together in a book- 
feller's fliop ? where they break out into open war, 
and convert the books into weapons of offence* 
Many harmlefs volumes are torn from their flielves, 
'and Ay through the air as thick as hail ; and 
.many a French divine lies fprawling beneath the 
weight of hard-bound poetry, heavy fyfteois of 
phiiofophy, and huge bodies of die law, 

Such a defcription, as that of the French writer, 
Would, I think, be peculiarly applicable to the 
.frequent and violent quarrels among authors* The 
•Republick of letters is in a kind ' of perpetual 
civil war, and the beginning <of every winter may 
be considered as the opening of a new literary cam- 
paign* The (bort fummer truce, hardly kept 
with good faith* is foon violated} and, while 
heroes fufpend the {bedding of blood in war, au- 
-thors contend which (ball fpill moft ink in contro- 
verfy. One discharges the blunder bu£ -of his wit, 
and out comes an ode : a fecond, after whetting 
•die rufty (word of his Genius, cuts you with a fa- 
tire : a third^-butitis endlefs to go through all the 
•weapons of elegy, fong, epigram, &c. and recite 
the whole artillery of wit— to it they go pile-meli, 
~3nd, ihftead of /making a general attack on vice 

and 
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and folly, confine themfelves to individual knaves 
and fools, and fall on one another. It is fortunate 
enough for all new adventurers in thefe literary en- 
gagements, that they do not make war exa&ly 
after the manner defcribed by Boileau 5 but that 
every author throws his work, like a bomb, into 
the town, leaving it to do what mifchief it may, 
without immediately levelling the volume itfelf at 
the head of his antagonift. If that were the cafe, 

as at the bookfeller's in the Lutrin, we have 

• ■ 

among us many authors, that would be moft for- 
midable adverfaries even to Homer himfelf; writers, 
who could overwhelm all the poets and philofo- 
phers of antiquity with a deluge of literature, and 
. carry all before them in a torrent of folios, quartos, 
and duodecimos, of their own compofition. 

One would imagine, that every author is a na- 
tural enemy to every other author; and that the 
purfuit of letters, which fbould refine and huma- 
nize the mind, ferves only to embitter it. No 
princes can be more jealous of - a neighbour's 
growing power, than fome authors of a cotempo*- 
rary's infant fame. In their own reputation too 
they are tender even to forenefs, and do not con- 
fider, that all, who court applaufe, may, ajt the 
fame time, be faid to folicit cenfure.; Accordingly, 

each 
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each writer has his flatterers and his enemies ; and, 
if he is vain enough to liften to the adulation 
of one fet of men, and weak enough to feel the 
malice pf the other, he becomes the.moft nn happy- 
being upon earth. The very nature of his employ- 
ment betrays him and his quarrels to publick 
ridicule. Other men differ, and are reconciled in 
fecret; but the contention of authors is ftudi- 
oufly carried on in the moft open manner, and 
they cut each other to pieces, like prize-fighters, 
for the diverfion of the reft of the world. 

The great fuccefs of one or two giant fatyrifts, 
oT tranfeendant abilities, has tempted almoft every 
puny witling to imagine that fame and infamy are at 
his difpofal. He gives you to underftand, that, 
unlefs you pay due homage to his extraordinary 
Genius, your name {hall be regiftered in the black 
fcroll of ufgrace; and he ftands, like a fretful 
porcupine, ready to dart his quills at all that make 
him angry. There are, however, a few confidc- 
rations, not unworthy the attention of a writer fo 
fubjeft to irritability. He may, undoubtedly, be 
of infinite confequence to himfeif : every man, 
efpecially every author, is fo : but it is ten to one 
if he is of equal confequence to tire publick : his 
works indeed, if they are the refult of Genius, may 

engage 



u 



ii2 The GENIUS. N* XI. 

engage their attention ; but his private differences 
will mcft probably be thought impertinent. I do 
not know a more ridiculous circumftance than a 
couple of fcribblers, both big with vanity, calling 
each other fool and blockhead. It is exaftly the 
fcene of Vadius and Triflbtin in Moliere ; which I 
am furprifed that no one, in this age of authors, 
has tranflated for the £nglifh ft age .—Another re- 
flection,, which might curb their head-ftrong 
Pegafus, if he runs riot on the high road of 
fatire, is, that, after all, let him write ever (q 
bitterly, and ever fo well, the publick are candid 
and impartial, and will give him credit no farther 
than he confirms their own feniiments, and echoes 
back their own opinion. Pope himfelf has not 
been able to rob the eternal butt of his inve&ive f 
Colley Cibber, of one grain of applaufe that is due 
to him j and the united efforts of both him and 
Swift, powerful as they were, were levelled in vain 
againfl Dryden, Vanburgh, Steele, and I will not 
add Addifon. The beft anfwer that an author can 
make to another who calls him dull (that dreadful 
fentence ! ) is to write as well as he can ; and if he is 
not able to confute him that way, he becomes his 
own fatirift. But the chief confideration, which 
ihould abate the feverity of irritated writers, is, 

the 
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the danger of foiling in their attempt. To maim 
and murder reputations, to hack and hew, and 
gafh at randoito, is, indeed, what any butcherly 
fcribbler may attempt; but to keep up the fine 
edge of true fatire, requires a very mafterly hand : 
and if his fatire proves uncouth, and his execution 
coarfej it turns back with teftrfold force upon 
himfelf, and fattens on him the odious imputation 
of malice without wit, and envy without abi- 
lities. 

But, the worft confequence flowing from this ill 
blood between the writers of our times, is, that it 
difcourages many men, poflTeft of noble talents, 
from exerting them in the caufe of literature. 
Fearful of being engaged in this illiberal war- 
fare, they will not venture to commit their pieces 
to the prefs. They would patiently abide the cor- 
xedioniof fair criticifm, but do not care to provoke 
unmannerly cenfures. — In this temper of mind the 
following lines feem to have been written : at leaft, 
it was the perufal of them which threw me into 
the above vein of reflefiion. Having read them 
feveral times over with pleafure, I was inclined to 
try their effefl upon my readers, efpecially as I 
cannot difcover in then* a line that appears to be 
ferfonaU 

Vol. I. I EPISTLE 
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EPISTLE to a FRIEND. 



it 



<t 



f< T^O, ftudy more— difcard that Siren, Eafe, 
X^ Whofe fatal charms are murd'rous while they 

jrieaie. 
Wit's fcanty breams will fret their channel dry, 

" If learning's fpring withhold the frefh fupply. 

" Turn leaf by leaf gigantick volumes o'er, 

" Nor blufh to know how antients wrote before. 

€s Why not, fometimes, regale admiring friends 

" With Greek and Latin fprinklings, odds and ends ? 

4e Exert your talents ; read, and read to write ! 

04 As Horace fays, mix profit with delight." ' 



'Tis rare advice : but I am flow to mend, 
Tho' ever thankful to my partial friend : 
Full of ftrange fears-^-for hopes are banifh'd all— 
I lift' so more to Phoebus' facred call, 
Smit with the Mufe, 'tis true, I fought her charms ; 
But came no champion, clad in cumb'rous arms, 
To pull each rival monarch from his throne, 
And fwear no lady Clio like my own* 
All unambitious of fuperior praife, 
My fond amufement afk'd a {prig of bays, 
Some little fame for bringing harmlefs verfe, 
And e'en that little fame has prov'd a curfe } 
Hitch'd intorhime, and dragg'd through muddy pro fe, 

By butcher criticks^ worth's confed'rate foes. 

If 
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If then the Mufe no mote (hall ftrive to pleafe, 
Lulled in the happy lethargy of cafe ; 
If, unadvent'rous, fhe forbear to fing, 
.Nor take one thought to plume her ruffled wing j 
'Tis that fhe hates, howe'er by nature vain, 
The fcutril nonienfe of a venal train. 
When defp'rate robbers, ifluing from the wait*. 
Make fuch rude inroads on the land of tafte, 
Genius grows fick beneath the Gothick rage* 
Or feeks her laurels from feme worthier age. 
As for Myfelf, I own the prefent charge 1 
Lazy and lounging, I confefi at large : 
Yet Eafe, perhaps, may loofe her filken chains* 
And the next hour become an hour of pains. 
We write, we read, we aft, we think, by fits* 
And follow all things as the humour hits \ 
For of all pleafures, which the world can bring, 
Variety — O ! dear variety's the thing ! 
Our learned Coke, from whom we fcribblers draw 
All the wife Di&ums of poetick law, 
Lays down this truth, from whence my maxim follows, 
(See Horace, Ode Dit. &*£•-— the cafe Apollo's) 
The God of Verfe difclaims a plodding wretch, 
" Nor keeps his bow for ever on the ftretch." 
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However great my thirft of honeft fame* 
I bow with rev'rence to each lettered name ; 
To worth, where'er it be, with joy fubmit, 
But own no curft monopolies of wit. 
Nor think, my friend, if I but rarely quote, 
And little reading (nines through what I've wrote, 
That I bid peace to ev'ry learned fhelf, 
Becaufe I dare form judgments for myfelf. 
*-Oh ! were it mine, with happy fkill to look 
Up to the one, the Universal Book ! 
Open to all— to him, to me, to you, 
—For N a ture's open to the general view- 
Then would I fcorn the ancients' vaunted ftore, 
And boaft my thefts, where they but robb'd before* 

Mean while with them, while Grecian founds impart 
Th'eternal paflions of the human heart, 
Burfting the bonds of eafe and lazy reft, 
I feel the flame mount adiive in my breaft ; 
Or when, with joy, I turn the Roman page, 
I live, in fancy, inth' Augustan age! 
Till fome dull Bavius' or a Mavius' name, 
Damn'd by the Muse to everlafting fame* 
Forbids the mind in foreign climes to roam, 
And brings me back to our own fools at home. 
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JA*rt\ bonus fane vicinus, amabllh bofpes, 
Comis in uxcrem, foffet qui igncfcerefervis, 
JLtJigno !*fo non infanirc tagena* Hafl 

In ev'ry walk of life his condud fcan, 

Good Humour, frank and honeft, marks the man l 

Good neighbour, good companion, hufband kindj 

And to a fervant's failings often blind ; 

Ne'er paying, by a fottifli phrenzy led* 

A broken bottle with a broken head* 



/^\ F all the qualifications of the mind, which are 
^^ not pofitive virtues, I do not know any that 
is more defirable than Good Humour. No quality 
renders the poffeflbr more eafy and happy in himfelf, 
or recommends him more forcibly to other people* 
Virtue itfelf receives additional luftre, abates the 
rigid feverity of its character, and takes its moft 
ravifhing graces and embellifhments from fuch a 
difpolition $ a difpofitfon fo amiable in its natyre, 

I 3 that 
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that even a man of loofc principles, when of fo 
agreeable a turn, often conciliates to himfelf many 
friends and well-wifhers. The men at leaft allow' 
that he is a pleafant fellow, court his company, 
and account him no-body's enemy but his own ; 
while the women call him a dear agreeable creature, 
and declare that though, to be fure, he is a wild 
(devil, it is quite impoflible to be angry with him. 
It is hardly faying too much in favour of this 
quality, to affert that it is one of the firft requifites 
in fociety : for though ftrict honour and integrity 
are of more effential value in the grand purpofes of 
human life ; yet Good Humour, like fmall money, 
}s of more immediate ufe in the common com- 
merce of the world. There is np fituation in life, 
rio engagement . Lrt bufinefs, or party of pleafure, 
wherein it will not contribute to mitigate difap- 
pointments, or heighten enjoyment. A hufband, 
friend,' acquaintance, mailer,, or even fervant^ 
however faithful or affectionate, will occafion 

many miserable hours to himfelf, as well as to thole 

* • • • ■ 

with whom he is connected, if his virtues are 
not feafoned with Good Humour; and whether he is 
* partner for life, or a partner in a country- 
dance, an aflbciate in great and mighty undertak- 
ings, or a companion in a poft-chaife, he ihould, 

/ on 
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4>n every occafion, cheriih and keep alive this 
agreeable difpofitioiu 

Some perfons may almbftbe faid to be of a good- 
bumoured complexion, and feetn to be conftituti- 
onally endued with this amiable turn of mind : a 
bleffing, for which they may thank heaven with 
the fame kind of gratitude that he ought to feel, 
who experiences the comforts of -being born in a de- 
lightful and temperate climate. My fellow-conn- 
try-men, I think, are many of them deficient in 
that airy pleafantnefs, and chearful temper, that 
diftinguifbes this quality : and as our climate, while 
it anfwers all the purpofes of ufe and plenty, 
yet feldom affords us blue fkies, or tempts us to cool 
grots and purling ftreams, to lie down on the damp 
grafs, or • to thofe other rural delights fo often 
mentioned by the poets 5 fo the Englifli themfelves, 
though overflowing with humanity and benevo- 
lence, fuffer clouds of gloomy thoughts to come 
over their minds, and, however they muft be al- 
lowed to be good-natured, are feldom remarkable 
for being good- humoured. Yet this half-virtue is 
worth cultivation, as it beftows new charms on 
that real one. Good Humour is the fair-weather 
of the foul, that calms the turbulent gufts of paflion, 
?nd diffufes a perpetual gladnefs and ferenity over 

I 4 the 
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the heart ; and he that finds his temper naturally 
inclined to break, .out into fudden burfts of fret* 
' fulnefs and ill-humour, fliould be as much upon 
. his guard to reprefs the ftorm, that is for ever 
beating in his mind, as to fence againft the incle- 
mencies of the feafon. We are naturally attached 
even to animals that betray a foftnefs of difpofition. 
We are pleaTed with the aukward fondnefs and fi- 
delity of a dog : Montaigne could difcover agree- 
able mufick in the good-humoured purring of his 
cat , and, though our modern grooms and jockies 
beftow all their attention on make, colour, eyes, 
and feet, yet the beft writers on horfemanfhip con- 
fider a good temper as one of the beft qualities in a 
horfe. 

We fliould -be the more attentive to encourage 
and preferve this pleafing quality, becaufe many 
people lofe it by little and little in the progrcfs of 
their lives. The thoughts of jntereft frequently 
proves a growing ruft and canker in the mind j 
and the many troubles and em barr ailments at- 
tending worldly purfuits often four the temper, 
and entirely deftroy the . fpirit of chearfulnefs and 
Good Humour that prevailed in the artlefs and un- 
defigning feafon of our youth. I do not know a 
more difagreeable companion, than a man, who, 

having 
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having fet out in life with vaft and vain hopes of 
advancement, together with a mighty confcioufnefs 
pf his own merit, has not been able to fuftain 
the (hock of difappointment, but has permitted his 
misfortunes to embitter his difpofition. Such a 
man overflows with gall on every occafion, and 
difcharges the fpleen, that rifes within him, on all 
his fellow-creatures. He difturbs the peace of the 
family to which he, belongs, and poifons the hap- 
pinefs of every company to which he is admitted. 
But the difquiet that he brings with him, where- 
ever he comes, is nothing but an evidence of his 
own mifery and weaknefs of foul. How much 
more is he to be imitated, who meets the flrokes of 
fortune with an even temper, who fuffers neither 
reproach nor diftrefs to ruffle his Good Humour, and 
Is, as Hamlet defcribes his friend, " As one, in 
fuffering all, that fuffers nothing !" Life is like a 
game at backgammon; and if an unlucky throw 
comes, we mult make the belt of it, and play on 
without grumbling at our ill luck : but who would 
venture to fit down to the table with a man who 
could not bear an adverfe caft without turning over 
the board in a fury, and throwing the dice-box at 
the head of his companion ? The character of 
$ir Thomas More, though peculiarly 411 uftrious for 

unfhaken 
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un&aken integrity, was in no inftance more winning 
and amiable than in true pleafantry and Good Hu- 
mour. His chearful behaviour on the fcaffold, 
and in every particular relative to r^is death, is fa- 
miliar to all ; but there is no circumftance in which 
the evennefs of his mind is more truly delineated, 
than m his behaviour to his family on his refigna- 
tion of the Cbancellorflrip. The way in which he 
' difcovered it to his wife befpoke the moft genuine 
Good Humour. When he went out of church, it 
was always ufual for fome of his officers to go 
to his lady and acquaint her of his departure : but 
the Sunday after his relignation, he went himfelf up 
to her pew, and, bowing, gravely faid, " Madam 9 
My Lord is goai. %% . She, who was accuftomed to 
the facedoufnefs of his manner/ did not immedi- 
ately comprehend his meaning ; but on his ex- 
plaining the matter to her, as they went home, fhe 
began to upbraid him for his Qiameful inattention 
to his intereft ; upon which, without being at all 
difconcerted by this conjugal le&ure, he took oc- 
cafion to turn the difcourfe, by- finding fault with 
.fome part of her drefs. — This abfolute command of 
temper, and pleafant vein, is furely to be envied ; 
and he who fees the goods of fortune fall from 
him, not only without fliaking his fortitude, but alio 

without 
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without abating the gaiety of his heart, may fairly 
be faid to poffefs an uncommon {hare of Good 
Humour. 

Surly is a man of an eafy fortune, humane and 
benevolent in his nature, and, as Dogberry fays, 
" honeft as the (kin between his brows ;" but he 
has contra&ed a kind of habitual peevifhnefs, and 
every common occafion of life affords him matter 
of offence. The inftant he rifes in the morning, 
he is difquieted with the appearance of the weather, 
and pours forth execrations on the climate ; and 
when he fits down tobreakfaft, the water is fmoaked, 
the butter rank, the bread heavy, the news-paper 
dull and infipid, and his fervant fulky or imper- 
tinent : yet all the while, he has no malice in 
his mind, and means no harm to any creature in 
the world. He has a thoufand good qualities, 
which the quicknefs of his temper concerts into 
petulance and ill humour. He is a great lover of 
wit, but cannot bear the leaft piece of pleafantry 
on himfelf j and the mofl innocent jeft touches him 
to the quick. He will beftow twenty pounds in 
an a& of charity, or do the kindeft offices to 
ferve an acquaintance in diftrefs, and the next mo- 
ment quarrel with his friend for difturbing his 
reflexion by humming an opera-tune. Thus 
4 Surlt 
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Surly lives, much efteemed, and little beloved % 
and though every body thinks well of him, there 
are very, few that care to cultivate his acquaintance. 
Bet -if the want of Good Humour is fo confpi- 
cuous in a man, of how many charms does it 
deprive one of the other fex ! foftnefs is their dis- 
tinguishing chara£teriftick -, but though/like milk, 
they are naturally fmooth, yet, like milk, they 
create particular difguft when they turn four* No 
female chara&er is more offenfive than a Shrew j and 
the impolite fpirit of the Englifli law has provided 
very rough treatment for termagants, and pre- 
pared the fevereft difcipline for the cure of a fcold. 
The greateft reproach on an old maid, that cha- 
racter fo much dreaded and ridiculed in the female 
wotld, is her ill humour; and croflhefs is the 
worft part of a prude* On the contrary, Good 
Humour, like the Ceftiis, encircles the fair one with 
new beauties, and is an antidote to the ravages of 
age and the fmall-pox. It is the bed part of the 
portion with a virtuous wife, and a moil amiable 
feature in the face of a Queen. 

Among our own fex, there is no race of men more 
apt to indulge a fpirit of acrimony, and to remit 
their patural Good Humour, than authors. They 
come abroad, indeed, with a confummate felf- 

fatisfa&ion 
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iatisFadion and delight ; but the leaft {hock given 
to their vanity taints the mind, and converts all 
their pleafantry to rancour. The flame of emu- 
lation often kindles into envy ; and thefe roet- 
tlefome gentlemen prefs fo furioufly onward to 
the goal of fame, that they are fometimes driven to 
the neceffity of joftling one onother in the courfe. 
For my part, I would rather chufe to confider 
myfelf on a journey than in a race ; and furely it 
is better and pleafanter to jog on in an eafy 
trot, regard lefs who is left behind, or who is gone 
before, than to whip and fpur a jaded Genius, 
and, in the heat of furious fpleen and blind rage, 
to be carried perhaps on the wrong fide of the 
poft. 

Good Humour is the happieft 1 ftate of mind 
for a writer, as well as for every other man. Why 
ihould an author fufier every hornet of the prefe to 
ruffle his temper, or dip his pen in gall, and prepare 
wormwood draughts to fweeten the ill blood of a 
cotemporary ? He that caufelefly and malignantly 
traduces another, writes a libel on himfelf j as the 
highwayman, who makes an attack upon the 
road, is, in fad, a greater enemy to himfelf than to 
the harmlefs traveller : fuch a poor wretch, we 
know, as well as the reft of the gang, will be 

t : ' brought 
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brought to juftice fooner or later; but no body 
cares to have their deaths lie at his own door. As 
for the GENIUS, though he ventures to become 
a Cenfor, he will never defcend to the office of Ex- 
ecutioner. Even the Mufe of Satire fhould poffefs 
her graces ; and her produdions, like the Sweet* 
brier, fhould delight and refrefh the fenfes by 
their fragrance, while they are armed for our 
annoyance. If we cannot exercife the inftruments 
of wit, we can at leaft lay by the weapons of 
offence and ill nature; and the candour of the 
Britifh Publick will always countenance the 
fainteft efforts to railly the reigning vices and 
foibles of the age with chearfulnefs, pleafantry, 
and Good Humour. 
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Frigtda pugnabant cslidis, buvKttt'ta ficcu, 

Maili* cum Juris, fine pondcre babentia ponduu 

Han* Dtut *t metier Stem mature diremit* Ovid. 

In the fame mafs did hot, cold, moid and dry, 
The foft ancThard, the light and heavy vie; 
Till all thefe jarring elements at ftrife 
Nature and Heav'n composM, and calPd to life. 

*T*ALKING the other evening with a friend, 

who is fomewhat of a philofophical turn, and 

loves to deal in abftrufe fpeculations, he fell 

by degrees into a whimfical vein,* and endeavoured 

to atnufe himfelf and me by confidering phyfically, 

not to fay metaphiiically, the probable caufes to 
which the ft range diverfities of temper and under* 

(landing among mankind are owing. At one time 

fie fuppofed, that feveral fortuitous circumftances 

at 
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at our birth might produce this variety ; and that 
fuch an accident as the dilation or compreflion of 
the head by the hand of the nurfe or the midwife, 
might determine the infant's future qualities, and 
mould a hero out of a coward j or fqueeze a poet, 
or a philofopher, into a fooh He had alfo fome 
conceits about the Homunculus^ which, however, 
I (hall not prefume to explain at prefent, as a re- 
verend friend of mine, who' is deeply verfed in 
thofe ftudies, has prom i fed to oblige me with a 
diftinft paper on that fubject* He then confidered 
the notions of planetary influence; according to 
which, all the various adions and difpofitions of 
the human fpecies are governed folely by the ftars. 
On this occafion, he affured me, that an eminent 
aftronomer of his acquaintance was very fatal at 
calling nativities j and, moreover, that the late re- 
volution in the miniftry was abfolutely foretold laft 
year in Partridge's Almanack. He dwelt a little on 
the fuppofition of the ftubborn race of mortals 
being formed from the ftones thrown, as is related 
by Ovid, over the heads of Deucalion and Pyrrha. 
From thence he made a quick tranfition to that 
kindred Hypothefis, which fuppofes, that our frames 
are kneaded out of clay ; in pursuance of which, 
he thought, it was natural to imagine, that the 

affe&ions 
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ttfteAions *f the mind take their tin&ure from the 
Veffel in which they are inclofed, and are impreg- 
nated, like water* with the qualities of the purer, or 
bafer earth through which they make their way. 
With thefe refle&ions, the bottle and the cover- 
fation, as is ufual among Englifhmen, ended to- 
gether, and I retired to my reft. Yet I found it 
impoflible to fhake . off* at once the vein of 
thought which we had been indulging for three or 
four hours together ; and deep itfelf, inftead of to- 
tally difpofleffing my mind of thofe ideas, rather 
opened and enlarged my imagination to purfue them 
&U further f— X*e gentle reader is feldom averfe to 
Accompanying the gentle writer in his {lumbers ; 
wherefore 1 (hall venture to relate my dream. 

I was fcarce afleep, when I fancied niyfelf to be 
tranfported on a fuddeii to the verge of the Gulph 
of Chaos ; where, by the tfanfient glimmering 
of an interrupted light, which now and then 
flafhed uport me, I faw the Four Elements lying in 
confufion on the boundleft deep* wherein, afc 

» 

Milton has defcribed it, 

—Hot, Cold, Moid, and Dry, Four Champions fierce, 
Strive for the MaftVy, and to Battle bring 
Their cmbryon Atoms. 

Vol. I. K I was 
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I was much afFeded with the horror of my fitu^ 
ation, and expe&ed erery moment to be plunged 
ten thoufand fathom deep into the golph that lay 
before me, when there emerged from the waves, if 
I may fo eaU them, of this elemental ocean, a 
Being of a mild and benevolent afpe&, who, after 
landing on an eminence at fome diftance, beckoned 
me towards him with a fort of Gaduceus, which 
he held in his hand, and which was formed in the 
lhape of a Lizard, to fignify that he was a friend to 
Mankind* My fear had deprived me of all power 
of motion; but the power of his rod drew m<* 
infenfibly to his fide, as it were by a charm. His 
perfon was manly and noble : a ferene chearfulnefs 
was difFufed over his countenance : his garment was 
thrown loofely over him, fomewhat after the 
fafhion of a Herald's Coat ; and on the four quarters 
of it were delineated the figures of the Mole, the 
Whale, the Salamander, and the Camelion, as 
fymbols of the Four Elements, over which, as it 
appeared, he prefided. 

My fon ! faith he, I am the Genius of the 
Elements. In the vaft abyfs now before us lie all 
the future race of Mankind, as it were, in em-" 
brio. It is the bufinefs of certain fpirits, over 
which I prefide, to feleft from thence the crude 

materials, 
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materials, of which all Human Beings are com* 
poJfed. You* I know, are curious not only to en- , 
quire into the various difpofitions of your fellow- 
creatures, but to inveftigate the caufes, to which 
their different manners and principles are owing* 
Thefe caufes I am now going to declare to you * 
wherefore attend I 

Every Mortal is compofed of the Four Elements, 
but not in equal proportions, nor each mortal in 
the fame degrees with another. On the contrary* 
men are, Severally, more or lefs agitated with, this 
or that paffion, or animated with a greater of 
fmaller proportion of Genius, according to the 
nature of the particular Element that predominates 
in their frame ; which prevailing Element, whether 
it be Earth, Water, Air, or Fire, creates the Ruling 
Paffion, and influences every circumftance of their 
Kves. 

In yonder quarter, continued the Genius, are 
formed the fons and daughters of Earth ; thofe 
mortals, I mean, who take their exiftence chiefly 
from that Element* Thefe- are, for the mofi; 
part, of a heavy and inanimate difpofition, of 
groveling fouls and dull minds, and may be rather 
laid to vegetate than to live. A few, and very few 
•f the Female Sex are compofed pf this Element ; 

K z and 
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fcnd thefe are fluttifh in their houfes, llatternly in 
their perfons, and churlifh to their friends, rela- 
tions, and hufbands. Thofe of the Male Sex, that 
owe their origin principally to Earth, are thofe 
miferly muckworms, who place their fole happinefs 
in amaffing vaft Aims of money ; thofe locufts and 
caterpillars, who eat out the fubftance of others by 
extortion and ufury. From this Element alfo are 
fabricated the race of ftupid criticks, and heavy 
commentators, half-philofophers, entire logicians, 
dry metaphyficians, and muddling politicians; 
together with the whole tribe of wretched fcrib- 
blers, whom your countrymen have fo properly 
diftinguifhed by the denomination of Grubs. The 
particles of which thefe mortals are formed, 
weigh down their minds, and prevent their foaring 
to any thing lofty or fublime j for the fame reafon 
that fathers, according to the principle of that fa- 
mous chancellor Lord Coke, cannot take an eftate 
by inheritance from their fons, viz. lecaufe Land, or 
Earth, being of a heavy nature •, cannot afcend. There 
are, however, among mortals of this terrene com- 
pofition, fome who poffefs folid parts and found un- 
derftandings; and many, whofe minds are not 
barren or unfruitful, if they labour to improve 
them by due cultivation. 

On 
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On the banks of that Lake, faid the Gjenius, 
.pointing to another quarter, are created that part 
of the human fpecies, who draw their life and 
being from Water. Thefe are commonly found to 
be cold and phlegmatick in their difpofition ; men, 
who fhelter their native dulnefs and inadtivity 
under the names of caution and prudence ; who 
damp the generous warmth of youth, reprefs the 
ardour of enterprize, and quench the flame of 
Genius; women, who can cry when they pleafe j 
foaking fots, who are .for ever rnoiftening their clay, 
till. they grow maudlin in their liquor, ancl weep; 
lovers, who whine away tbeir days in defpair ? till 
at laft they take the Lovers'-Leap into their kindred 
fea, or drown like blind puppies, in Rofamond',s 
Pond ; tragick authors and aSors, who want fire, 
and draw tears from no eyes but their own : all 
thefe owe the^r origin to Water, Among thefjc 
watry fouls, there are indeetf fome few, that may be 
conlidered .as fal.utiferous fprings, that are bene- 
iicial to their fellow-creatures ; or, like noble rivers,, 
which are an ornament, as well as bleffing, to 
the country through which they pafs. 

Now, faid the Genius, railing his head, turn 
your eyes upward, and behold the region from 
Whence they fake tjieir being, who are compofed 

K 5 chiefly 
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chiefly of Air. Thefc are in general of a light fcnd 
volatile difpofition ; often fed with vain hopes, anij 
pleafed with empty trifles. Hence are derived the 
gay race of beaux and fops, who flutter, like buN 
terflies, about the polite world; and in this airy 
fphere are formed coquettes, jilts, and thofe females, 
-who are enraptured with romance, or eternally 
dying with the vapours. Hence defcend poets, pro- 
je&ors, and caftle- builders without number, who 
feem to be perpetually endeavouring to climb up 
to the region from whence they came * 3 and the long 
train of dependants, -who feem to have almoft 
Jearnt to live, like the Camelion, oil their native 
element, the Air, HenCe come the light troop of 
Eflayifts, Pamphleteers, Sonneteers, Epigrammatifts, 
tfc.whofe productions have their beginning in Air, 
and end in Fire. Of this Element too are com- 
pofed fome daring fouls, who take their bold flight, 
like'eagles, and foar to the nobleft heights ; though 
Tiever without being followed for a time with a 
multitude of crows, choughs, and ravens, who 
purfue 'them with hoarfe and diflbnant cawings, 
and difturb earth and heaven with their clamour. 

Laftly, continued the Genius, behold the bright 
diftrifl where thofe mortals are formed, who are 
compofed principally of Fire, Thcfe are, for the 

moil 
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■moft ptf^ of a warm and paffionate nature; 
amongft whom the virtues and vices are to be 
found in their extremes. Here too you may find 
men of hot heads, and ladies of warm conftitutions. 
Hence comes the termagant, who is all rage 
.and fury, and the hero, who is all glory and 
gunpowder. Hence alfo comes the fpirited jape of 
bucks, Moods, libertines, and freethinkers* Hence < 
too are derived many of thofe glorious and fublime 
/ages, heroes, princes, poets, and philofophers, 
whofe Genius throws a luftre all around them, 
and who feem to be placed, like beacons, amidft 
the human fpettes, to hold forth lights to the reft 
#f the world. 

Happy, faid the Genius, is he, who has learnt 
to temper tfye irregularities of his frame, fo as to 
prevent the evil effects of the Element that prevails 
in his comp'ofitioi} ! Happier flill is that man, in 
whom the Elements are mixed in the neareft pro* 
portion to each other. 

At thefe 'words, whether from fudden noife, Ef- 
ficient reft, a defire to reply, or from what other 
saufe I know not-— I awoke. 
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V*$tr % Camana, vefter In arduot 

%o{lor Sabinot : Seu m'tbi frigidum 

Pranefity feu Tibur fuplnum, 

Seu liquid* p/acuere Baijk* Hoi^t 

Sweet Mufes, yours*, all yours* in town, 
t Yours' to the Country, I go down ; 

Whither Thames, Dee, or rocky Tweed, 
Or Bath's warm Springs my fancy lead* 

TjATH, and Tunbridge, and Cheltenham, 
■*-* and Scarborough, and the other Watering 
Places of this kingdom, although many miles 
diftant from the metropolis, and fome of them fcarce 
to be brought within the compafs of a day's 
journey, even in this age of expedition, when 

the 
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the flying waggon is no extraordinary Phenomenon, 
may yet be juftly confidered as places of publick 
iliverfion belonging to the town. The Rooms in no 
wife refemble other country aflemblies, where 
the fquire commands refpeft, and derives additional 
authority from being in the commiffion of the 
peaces and the balls are quite in a different 
Hile from a dance at the affizes, where the aJder- 
jnens* wives and daughters fet off with the neweft 
patterns, from London, are admitted to drop a 
curtfy to the ladies of the reprefentatives for the 
town or country, or, perhaps, even to the Lady 
Lieutenant. On the contrary, the company of thefe 
places make up the fame fantaftical medley, nay, 
confitts of the very fame perfons as occafionally 
compofe the groupe in the places of entertain- 
ment in and about London ; and while we are 
fure to encounter the well-known faces that haunt 
every houfe and garden whofe doors are thrown 
open ta receive them, notwithftanding the real 
diftance, we can fcarce fuppofeourfelves beyond the 
limits of the bills of mortality, any more than 
we are apt to fancy ourfelves out of town, when 
we have juft got off the ftones towards Vauxhall 
$r Ranelagh, 
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In this light, at Jeaft, I was tempted to con* 
jider this matter in a late trip to Bath — with 
this only difference : in town, the company is 
brought together for a few hours only ; and though 
fome may have repaired thither on foot, fooie in 
equipages decorated with bloody hands and co- 
ronets, and others in coaches diftinguifhed by 
fquare plates of painted tin, yet, on their Repara- 
tion, who can tell what becomes of his late aflb- 
ciates, any more than where they came from i At 
Bath* and the like places, each per'fon may be faid 
not only to exhibit himfelf for a time, but even to 
live in pu.blick* He refides in a houfe of glafs, 
and all his words, a£Uons, pleafures, and at- 
tachments, are known to the whole circle of the 
little world be inhabits. Neither my lord, nor my 
lady, who difdain to fin in private, nor the petty 
trefpaffer, who loves to be. fnug in his offences, 
are exempt from obfervation. Almofl: every body 
defcants on the characters of others, and almoft 
every body e$pofes his own. It is a kind of ge-* 
neral bob or nob y or give and take, as Shakefpeare 
explains the phrafe, between all the good com- 
pany. The old, the young, the rich, the poor, the 
fick, the well, Englifh, French, Germans, Swi fs, 
and Italians, all live here together, as it were, in 
i one 
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*ne family ; and with as little amotion of mutual 
concern or regard, as thofe who are really of ooq 
family, commonly have for each other, 

Bath no more owes its entire fupport to mere id*. 
valids, than the univerfities are filled with real ftu-> 
dents ; or than the Temple coffee houfes are totally 
maintained by lawyers that have bufinefs,or Child's 
and Batfon's by phyficians that have praflice. If 
every faunterer in the Pump-Room was to be 
ftri&ly, interrogated concerning the motive of his 
coming thither, or the manner of his pafling his 
time there, diffipation, play, and intrigue, would 
appear to have drawn after them a larger retinue 
than the gout or the cholick. A perfon, who is 
fond of taking an eftimate of manners and prin- 
ciples, might find here much matter of fpecula- 
tion. For my own part, being too poor to game, 
too well to drink the waters, too dull, or too brifk, 
too wife, or too foolifh, too infenfible, or too what 
you will, to fall in love, I remained an idle fpec- 
tator of the bufy fcene before me ; and like a dull 
geographer, without pretending to account for 
the nature of the foil, or to difcover the feveral 
fprings and mines that lay underneath, I contented 
myfclf .with taking a curfory furvey of the place, 

and 
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and drawing out a map from what appeared* on the 
ifece of the country. 

It affords abundant matter of congratulation tjo 
this kingdom, that notorious games of hazard, 
fuchas the E.O. Tables, and the like, are at length 
taniftied from thefe places, as well as from the maf- 
<juerade and rid otto. There are ftill, it is true, to 
fee found feveral hungry cormorants, eager to 
feed on the ignorant or unwary; and ftudious to 
make ufe of the opportunities arifing from the pro- 
mifcuous mixture of the cheat and the dupe, the 
gentleman and the {harper. They, however, who 
are weak enough to fall a prey to thefe fliarks of 
/ociety, are the lefs to be pitied* as they feem to 
devote themfelves to dcftru&ion with their eyes 
.rfDpen. The charafiers of thefe vagrant gamblers 
are generally notorious. He, therefore, who ven- 
tures his hundreds again ft the la ft ftake of a 
fellow, whom he would not admit into his ho ufe, 
or fpeak to, but acrofs the card-table, furely fuffer-s * 
himfelf to be robbed, while he feels the hand of 
the cut-purfe in his pocket ; and has no more 
right to complain of ill treatment, than if he had 
4lefcended to play with link-boys, and pick pockets 
in a night cellar. 

Far 
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Far be it from me to endeavour, with rude hand, 
to force open the cabinet of love, or to unlock: 
the fecrets of the Temple of Cupid ! Love, how- 
ever determined on fecrecy, is apt to break out and 
betray itfelf unawares, to make itfelf known by 
a thoufand little inadvertencies and abfurdities in 
our conduct, the involuntrary emotions of ten- 
dernefs. Rather, therefore, would I admonifh 
thefe fweet triflers, in. the fuppofed words of Caflio 
to Defdemona, <c let us be wary/ Jet us hide *ttr 
loves I" in order to which, let them abftain from 
billing and cooing in publick, from rolling of eyes, 
and fqueezing of hands, and joining of knees under 
the table ! Idlenefs and curiofity are ever on the 
watch ; and Scandal, like Virgil's Fame, has as 
many eyes as tongues. It is a maxim at Bath, and 
all other publick places, that when a young couple 
have been partners at a ball for two nights to* 
gether, every other point is fettled between them ; 
whereon the banns of marriage are publifhed in the 
Rooms, long before the time for their declaration 
any where elfe. Making love may be, and no 
doubt is, a very engaging entertainment to the 
parties concerned ; but there is no fcene of 
courtship, which does not appear exttemely ridi- 
culous in the eyes of an indifferent fpe&ator. 

But 
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But if the fparks of honourable love are, in thcfe 
common haunts of men, to be thus cautioufly 
YepJrefied from burfting into 3 blase, what fhall we 
fay to the unwarrantable ebullitions of the fpirit 
cf intrigue i If a fine lady, juft broke loofe from 
her hufband^ or a warm widow lately relieved from 
the yoke of matrimony, have at mind to give their 
nafuons full play, why need they advertife their in- 
tentions to the whole world ? Or, if a fprightly 
young fellow has fabdued fome frail piece of fe- 
male virtue, is it not cruel to make his conqueft 
jpuhlick? In a word, why (hould both parties 
prefer an open fcorn of virtue and decorum to the 
concealment of their vices ? It would be too rigid 
and unreasonable to debar perfons of fpirit en* 
tirely from their pleafures. 1 would only advife 
them to be temperate and difcreet in the ufe of them* 
The cackoldly hufband might put his horns quietly 
into his pocket, if he was not induftrioufly pointed 
oat for a monfter ; and the world might wink hard 
at female frailties, if they did not provoke atten- 
tion, and peremptorily challenge obfervation* 
Open gallantries are fure to become the fubjec\of 
town- talk ; and the rumour of Bath and Tunbridge 
intrigues is as quickly calculated through the 

beft 
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beft company, as a box on the ear indifcreetly 
v dealt at Ranelagh. 

There is no part of thefe mixt affemblies, which 
I am apt to confider with m6re compaffion, than 
thofe unfortunate young females, whofe wife rela- 
tions are fond of carrying them to and fro, from 
one publick place to another, by way of introducing 
them early to the knowledge of the world, or as the 
means of getting them a hufband. There is, 
indeed, no iituation, where a decent and amiable be- 
haviour in 31 young lady would be more confpi- 
cuous : but thofe, who have been formed on the 
above-mentioned fyftem of education, have com- 
monly loft all their domeftick graces, without having 
acquired any allurements in exchange for them. 
They know the rules and cuftoms of publick places, 
without being in the leaft acquainted with the 
manners of the world, which are not to be colle&ed 
in a giddy life of perpetual difflpation, or learnt 
with the graces of a minuet, and the figure of a 
country dance, or picked up by chance at the 
lottery table j as a proof of which, it feldom hap- 
pens, that thefe female pupils of -Flirtation con- 
trad an advantageous match, though they often 
fall a prey to the profeffed rake or libertine. Or, 
if that is not the cafe, they are hawked about 

from 
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from place to place, till the bloom is off the plunt^ 
when, (to purfue the allufion) many naufeate the 
fruit, fa foon is grown dead and ftale in the market, 
which perhaps they would have gathered with 
pleafure, if it had been left to hang its due time 
ugoa the tree* 

If there are any characters of this motley drams 
that move our mirthful indignation more power- 
fully than all the others, it is the fwarm of humble 
letaiaers ta the Great, that are for ever buzzing 
in the ear of nobility. The eafy intercourfe be- 
tween perfons of different ranks, which this place 
affords, is particularly grateful to thefe fpunges f 
as Hamlet terms them, who delight to foak up 
the countenances of people of faftuon. This nu- 
merotts tribe is made up of both fexes ; and happy 
is he or fhe who can be occafionally called in to 
fill up a vacant corner in her Grace's party at Qua- 
drille; and how woeful is the mortification, if 
they fiiould fail to edge themfelves into his 
Lordfhip's tea-drinking ! Such felf-made depen- 
dants, who are engendered by the fmiles of the 
Great, like flies or maggots out of carrion by the 
jays of the fun, have no idea of any diftinclion 
between perfons, except that which title bellows 
on thtm. They fecm indeed to fuppofe themfelves 

noble 
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noble and gated by rcfte&ioa, though they fink 
in the efttapian qf others, la prcqawtioa as they 
rife m their own. They, are oonftdctftyed in ge* 
neral as runners t* the great, that fetch aad c^*y, 
Cojae and go, as they are bid, Though they iatter 
therofcjvea thai they mix ia the polite world, they 
Mve but in the fuhurh* and ouNikirts df g§&* 
riHty. They an, in truth, hut a mean appendage 
to the groat* a higher* hut ye>more infamous degree, 
of pages -and iacquies to hold up the tail of nobi- 
lity, or rather a contemptible part of the train 
itfelf ; a narrow edging or border, a kind ©I 
beggar's tape that binds the hem of quality. 

Th<? ].&e and even-memorable Richard Naft , Efq. 
whofe name i? almoft ^s much revered at Bath, as 
that of the gr^at Blaclud himfelf, for fome few 
years before his death published propofals for 
printing, by fubfcription, The Hiftory of Bath 
and Tuniridgk. Many, who fubferibed largely 
to this work, contrary to the cafe of all other fub- 
fcriptions, would have been much difappointed 
and offended, if it had ever made its appearance } 
fo that the price of fubfeription might be confidered 
as hufh -money, to keep the intrigues and gal- 
lantries of the nobility in filence. The original 
papers, containing many curious anecdotes, are 

Vol. I, L fallen 
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fallen into my 'hands ; and, unlefs the dukes and 
dutch^ffes, peers and peereffes, in general,, and 
others the gentry of this realm, will fubferibe their 
five guineas to me, The Genius, as nobly as they 
did to the firft author,, the work (hall certainly 
come out. In the mean time, the nianufcripts are 
lodged to the hands of an eminent cotfnfel, as 
k is fitid was the cafe with fome of Pope's Epiftles 
and Satires, that we may be enabled to go juft upon 
the edge of libel and fcandalum magnatunu Thofe 
who would not have their adventures and amours 
recorded ki this fecret hiftory, may take the gentle 
hint I now give them, and fend in their fubferip- 
tions to the printer of this paper* In the mean 
time, I would recommend it to Meflrs. Wiltfhire 
and Simfon at Bath, as well as to the proprietors* 
of the pump-room, and matters of the coffee-houfes,, 

to hang the rooms with the St. James's Chro- 
nicle* 
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When I've nothing elfe to do 

I play at Whift, Quadrille, or Lu* 

ON my return home a few evenings ago, 1 
found lying on my table a foiled knave of 
diamonds, bearing evident marks of having ferved 
in feveral campaigns, which I found, on exa- 
mination, to come from my old acquaintance* 
Mrs* Marrcourt, and to contain an invitation, 
written in her own old Englifh black letter, to a 
private party at cards, on Monday the fourth of 
January. 

Mrs. Marrcourt is the widow of a gentleman 
who had a place in the houfehold, and at her huf- 
band's^ death obtained, by the intereft and follici- 
tation of fome powerful friends, an annual peniion 

L2 #f 
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of a hundred and fifty pounds., Having had, as 
fhe often fays herfelf, a very genteel education, 
and always lived in a polite fphere, fhe entertains 
the moft profound refpejft for all pe.rfon$ of fafhion, 
as well as an' implicit veneration for all the 
manners, appurtenances, and dependences, of 
quality* Wherefore, notwithftanding the nar- 
rownefs of her ineeme, fee never could endure 
the thoughts of being exiled from the great world, 
but" has been reduced to feveral fhifts to maintain 
the appearance of a tolerable footing in it. Being 
now grown aged and infirm, (he cannot well crawl 
through thej>ark in fair weather, or along the beft 
paved ftreets to pay her inomhtg vifits. She is, 
however, in peflefion of fhe caft ftdanof a countefs 
of her acquaintance, by whom fee was honoured 
with it as a prefent fcven year»age ; but being un- 
able to pay her chairmen the ufeal fates for weekly 
attendance* fhe drives a hard bargain,: and retains 
them atan under price ; whence k often happens, 
that her two chairmen are not only in liveries of 
two different colours, but fhe is obliged to be car* 
tied by all the raw-boned^, unpra&ifei fellows*, who* 
jumble along in a rough trot, as uneafy as a ftage- 
coach over the ftonesj and no fooncr have they 
karat to pace atang tA die true human amfcte, a«* 

become 
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become capable of better bufinefs, than they delta 
the good old lady, and their places are fuppliei 
%y a frefe pair of batkney novices ; fo that (be 
lias the breaking-in of moft of the two-legged 
colts in town. She has apartments in one of 
the oM palaces, gratis j and during the fummer- 
months, becaufe (he would not, for the world, be 
fo ungenteel as to fray in London, the takes a two- 
penny lodging at Greenwich or Richmond. She 
constantly vifits at feveral great houfes, and 
though often (hut oat, by perfeverance and the 
•utmoft good-breeding, file is fometitaes let in, and 
perhaps, if there is no particular company, dked 
to ftay dinner. The ladies treat her with a 
haughty familiarity, and ftile-her plain Marrcourt^ 
and the facetious teen of faihion make mock 
love to her, compliment her, hi the (train of well- 
bred raillery, on her perfon, beauty, tafte, and 
other qualifications ; freely indulging themfelves 
in all tbofe liberties, which young fellows, co«- 
ickHis and vain pf dieir rank, are apt to take with 
their inferiors. -—Yet, even from this kind of con- 
nexion Wrth people of drftki&ion, does Mrs. Marr- 
court derive no fmall degree of confequence. She 
remembers the day (he bought her laft. pound of tea, 
by recollecting it was the fame on which (he 

h 3 dined 
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dined at his lordfhip's j fhe talks familiarly of Lady 
Harriot and Lady Mary; and is reckoned, by all 
the lower gentry of her acquaintance, to be a 
mighty genteel fort of body, and to keep none but the 
very beji of company, 

I waited on Mrs. Marrcourt on the evening 
appointed, but perceived, immediately on my 
entrance into her apartments, that although fhe 
had given her aflembly the modeft appellation of 
a private party, (he had in fad collected all the 
company fhe was able, with & particular view to 
bring together fome perfons of rank and dignity* 
Her two rooms, the largeft of which is fcarce 
bigger than a cabin, and the leaft a mere clofet, 
were fo crouded, that it was with the utmoft 
difficulty that I could fqueeze my little perfoji 
iideways between the backs of the chairs belonging 
to the feveral card tables, in order to make my 
way from one end of the place to the other* Thp , 
tables were, m^ny of them, placed diagonally, by 
which means fhe had been able to edge in one or 
two extraordinary 5 and moft of the company, who 
were not put down to cards, flood in a huddle by 
the fire-fide, and the remaining few had difpofed 
themfelves in the feats of the windows. The 
ro$m yyp lighted up with the ends of wax- candle?, 

bought 
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bought of the duke of —— '$ butler, and the 
company regaled with a (mail liquor, made by 
Mrs. Marrcourt herfelf, in the prefent fcarcity of 
lemons, of the beft Cream ^'Tartar. The com- 
pany 4 tfelf was as mifcellaneous as a pack of cards* 
or any hand that can be formed from different 
combinations of them ; but the moft diftinguifhejl 
members of it, and to which I obferved Mrs. Marr- 
court paid particular attention, were, an old Irifla 
peer, of a difputed title, a Creolian colonel, a diC- 
trefled baronet, a city knight and his lady, a French 
gentlewoman from the neighbourhood of Soh'o, an 
old general officer on half- pay, and a yellow ad- 

Such is the faithful pidure of the good old lady?s 
aflembly 1 and without pretending to more than 
ordinary penetration, we may venture to pronounce 
that there are many Mrs. Marrcourts in this great 
metropolis. Nor is it any matter of furprife j for 
if ladies of diftin&ion will delight to throw open 
their great gates, and court the whole tide *of no- 
bility to flow in upon them, there will ever exift 
4hefe minor dames of fecond-hand gentry, fond of 
aping the vices and follies of their fuperiors. But 
,though the imitation .of bad things, like the cor- 
ruption ,of the beft, renders thpjnjnqft odious and 

L 4 contemptible, 
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YtatblHptiMfc, * «»y -not fee «to!fs to carry c^ifr i^- 
ft&fows ftiii farth&s and t6 eonftto nfce tiara* «f 
tiie p^iteft of ttefe laffen&lfcs, fet<aff WiA ^Very 
<irctimftahce xrf vfagflnce and tytendor. 

fitatfr, fftipent Writfttti are, Jn the dMeS •<# the 
tt&felfcbk ^r**, ^tfttrirartted Reiti* ; fte figfrt- 
flttmon of ttfrifch W*4, atxflhfclig t6 fliftionaries 
«6f tfce fcfcft fcitfhdlftfr is as follows, Johtoftfh 
^iefiftes fc febu** to 4*e * cfomWfos 1Hultirude\ * 
ykMU\ e tumultuous <tir4ttd : ahd Giles Jacob, in 
Ms Law fr&fcteiy, «declai<e$ tfce W6rd KOUT*o 
iignitfy Sft A^'MfcLV 'efferfdM, gathered together, 
end going to execute, or indeed executing, an untavtful 
'c$i. If "we examine tke thing itfelf *s It appears 
in high life, we ftwdl be c&nviftced of the /propriety 
of the* term, and cannot but allow that ail tbtfe 
Rou<rs, from that of a Aitchefs down tb Mfe. 
Marrooarrt, cotfte within the meaning of bosh. 
thek defer ipttonfe. Far what is a Rout but a }*-» 
muhucut crtud; * tabbh$ that is, a genteel, infeb, 
<6rthe rabble of quality, drawn UgXbet, as Jacob 
fays, bndgdng ft*$rm**> or indted txedUlfag^ MH tt*« 
(Itovfulvtif 

©ut life ffr&Vailifig i&a is, undoubtedly, the 
€«*** afri «he Wy, «ta> Is oftrtifr dPtMHELWcAr, 
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fefeappy in proportion to the members ~lhe ha* been 
able to aflfemWe. If the puWick way is interrupted 
for three ftreets together, ami the company can 
fcarce get to and fro between the honfe and their 
coa<dft$ attd chairs ; if the boxei at the play 
or Ae opera fare fobbed of their company, becaiife 
thofe, who are left uftinvited, are afliamed to 
betray the wntetapt or fiegleft they are doomed 
to fn&tin % if in the moft fpacious apartments in 
Lotafon, the company are crouded together, as 
clofe as at Mrs. Man-court's, or as the poor pri- 
fofters in the bkck-hole at, Calcutta; the triumph 
is more ample and complete* 1 remember' a 
dutcbefc and -a countefs, who for a time entertained 
ttfe moft mortal averfion for each ether, from having 
both appointed their Routs on the feme day of the 
week. The whole town, at leaft the polite part t>{ 
k, was divided into parties ; and ranking them- 
felves, as under a banner, beneath the colours 
of the cards, were feYerally called the Reds arid 
the Bfeekfc. The parties being equally powerft), 
*nd titfe Routs of each beiftg of courfe rendered 
ltfc nHftttrtue, who cm fay to what extremities 
ttatters might have been carried, if a man of 
feirfotS who, lite a blahk <Ard, h*d yet receive^ 
Ho tapmfio* tkhtt from Red *r Slack, had i*> t 

fortunately 
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fortunately compromifed the affair, and pre* 
vailed on the ladies to be content with taking the 
day alternately, each holding a Rout only once iq 
a fortnight ? 

It is remarkable, _ that this rage for a Croud has 
produced a mod extraordinary revolution in 
drefs. A friend of mine has compofed a mod ela- 
borate treatife, in the manner of Montefquieu, on 
the caufes of the rife and fall of the hoop-petticoat. 
In the learned fe&ion on the fubjeft of Routs, 
which is as curious as any chapter in Triftrani 
Shandy, the author has plainly demonftrated, that 
thefe affembljes have produced £ total revolution in 
archite&ure and drefs. Every Jhoufe k built as if 
it was intended to receive the whole towii ; and 
every lady is dreft as if fee was going into apart- 
ments where Ihe would not have room to turn 
fcerfelf round. The hoop, which had flood the 
ihocks of ridicule for forty years together, which 
dilated itfelf wider arid wider on every new attack, 
which incumbered whole apartments, fpread itfelf 
all over the Mall, eclipfed beaux, and oversha- 
dowed fide-boxes, flirunk in an inftant, like a 
flower (hut up at funfet, or a clofed umbrella. 
JSfo Ho&fs became the common Nota Bine to all* 
£?«ls of invitation $ and the Indies came abroad, 

Suddenly 
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ftiddenly freed of all their tumours and incum- 
brances, like a new mother juft delivered of her 
burthen, or like the fallen angels in Miltpn, *s ofl 
a fignal given, 



to fmalleft Forms 



Reduced their Shapes imme'nfej and were at large, 
Though without Number (kill* 

It may almoft tye afferted, without a quibble, 
{hat the fyftem of life, now eftablifhed in the 
polite world, feems calculated to deftroy fociety 
for the fake of company, A. Lady's Journal is a 
mere calendar of vifits and routs ; vifits often paid 
by the footmen, with a flip of card and a flam- 
beau ; and Route, where, inftead of a few fele£fc 
friends, fhe meets with a croud of half acquaintance 
and ftrangers. Routs are the modern fchools of 
education for the female fex \ and as cards feem to 
be deftined for their fole amufement and employ- 
ment, I would advife my good friend Mr. 
Newberry, the annual publifher of the Ladies Me- 
morandum Book, to difpofe his next into the po- 
pular form of a pack of cards, the two and fifty 
cards, of which the pack confifts, naturally 
adapting themfelves to the afe of the two and fifty 
Weeks, into which the year is diftributed. The 

- feveral 
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feveral Sundays might be diftinguifhed as die firft, 
Fecond, third, or fourth Sundays of the dutchefs of 
A*s, the countefs of B's, lady Van D's, or Mrs, E's 
Rout ; and the little fpaces allotted for ap- 
pointments, might be filled with fecret afligria- 
tions, if it be true, (as the Chronicle of Scandal 
relates) that fuch affignations are Sometimes made 

at thefe affemblies. 

• * . 

I have been the more earneft to throw together 

my reflections on this fubjefl: at prefent, becaufe 
the female paflion for Routs grows every day more 
and more predominant, and I am credibly in- 
formed that the contagion has actually fpread even 
to our colonies, and been carried by our country- 
women into other parts of the world. General 
Affemblies, of no parliamentary nature, I am told, 
are frequently held in New England ; the clerks of 
our Eaft-India. Company and their wives have, it 

is faid, been known to lofe a lack of rupees at a 
fitting at Bengal; and I am confidently afiured, 
that a lady of quality, on her travels, has fo far 
broke in upon the fimplicity of the Cantons, as 
to have abfolutely eftablifhed an evening aflembly 
for halfpenny Lu in Switzerland. 

In order, therefore, to prevent the further evil 
confequences refulting from thefe private publick 

gaming- 
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gaming-houfes, and at the fame time not entirely to 
deprive perfons of diftin&ion of their favourite 
arnufement, and yet to render it of fome fmall 
utility and advantage, I would humbly fubrait to the 
attention of the legislature the following plan of 
a Rout* act. No lady, of whatfoever rank, 
fhould be allowed to hold in ofie night more thaa 
three card- tables for Whift, Cribbage, or Quadrille ; 
which, with a fourth for the ufe of the more 
promifcuous games, fuch as Lanfquenet, Lu, 
Lottery, &t. may fairly be fuppofed to comprehend 
all the perfons that can meet at once for the fake of 
fociety. But, for the entertainment of thofe, who 
delight in larger affemblies, two publick Routs 
fhould be inftituted, with authority to open their 
doors every night, like the theatres : one to be 
held, for the ufe of the court end of the town, at 
Carlifle Houfe, Soho Square ; and the other, for 
the ladies of the merchants, aldermen, and common- 
council men, at Haberd a flier's -Hall in the city. 
The c&rd-money, as well as the fums fubfcribed 
for admiflion, (inftead of being lavifhed on butlers, 
valets, and maitres d'hotel) fhould be laid apart, in 
order to create a fund for the fupport of decayed 
gamefters, whofe neceflities might be fupplied by 
their fucceffors at the gaming-table, as the ftage 

now 
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now and then gives a benefit for diftreft and fupef-- 
annuated aftors. By thefe means a lord, who ha* 
exhaufted his fortune by deep play, need hot 
degrade himfelf by application for a penfion ; and 
a merchant who has, by the like condud, involved 
himfelf and family in the miferies of bankruptcy, 
need not do the world and his creditors a further 
injury by going intobufinefs again. 
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toe periolum in Uteris, . 
Pac in palafiri, in muficis : qua tibtrum 
Scire aquum eft, folertm dabo. Txxi 

Try him in Letters, Exercifes, Mufick I 

In all the Arts AGintleman fhouM know, 

1*11 warrant him accomplifh'd. Colkan'i Terence, 

OF all bodies of men, Authors may juftly claim 
the largeft (hare of publick fpirit. Stre- 
nuous advocates for the tights of the people^ 
they have hot only even fheWn themfelves vigilant 
guardians of the liberty of the prefs, but have 
alfo recently maiiifefted a noble contempt for what 
appeared to be their own more immediate concern* 
Vol. I. M tht 
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the frtperiy +f *ke frsjs* a property which th^y 
have lately feen voted away with a true floical 
apathy and indifference. They have filently be- 
held, like untflncerndd f£e£brtors, i& vety '^xfftence 
denied, and have acquiefced in the fublime do&rine 
of difintereftednfefs to the greatefe extreme. Phy- 
ficians and lawyers avowedly plead and prefcribe 
for a fee, fcffltefrs fight for ,pay> and even divines 
preach and pray for a benefice. The labourer, in 
other ftations, is reckoned worthy of his hire* 
Authors alone are content to have little other re- 
compenfe than fame for their labours* and quietly 
allow that a ^general imprimatur converts their 
works into general property. The induftrious 
commonwealth of literature has been plundered of 
the wax and hcmrey, Wfthdtft dne off ttoeexhauftlefs 
hive endeavouring to 'fix his tting into Ws fpoilers : 
but in vindication of the liberty of the prefs* not 
a drone but would join in inftant commotion. 

TheTLiberty of the Prefs is indeed n moft gldriotfe 
privilege. When it is but mentioned every ^n- 
gli&man fwells with a confcious fuperiority, aha 
feems to feel himfelf half an inch taller ; if on the 
Continent, the thought aim oft adds a cubit to llfo 
ftatures yet this Jiberty, invaluable as it is, like aft 
other liberty, has been fcumefully ahufedj and has 

ofteritiine* 
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Vages, rather than the gallant fpirit of freemen ; 
by morifters WieWing *hfe pfen, nbt as the fwbrfl df 
public* jullice <dr defence, but tiling it as the ih- 
ftrument of ruffian violence and private rancour. 
In political difcuffions, indeed, freedom of fenti- 
ment and fpeech mould be almoft boiindleft : and 
a great and eritePprifing genius, beft able to go -all 
lepras, might perhaps with gi<eat propriety try, 
/* how far me Liberty of the Frefc efruld legally be 
tarried :** but in writings vf a ^rivtfte nature, 
that ddStrinc fcecoirtes (batftefitl and feahdalous, and* 
thte .pra&ide altttdft diabolical. He who exercifes 
fhe liberty of die Ptefc, with tio farther idea off 
retlraint, than What thfe law ifnpdfes^ may efcapfe 
a parelsA ptofectftioh, Trot Will incut tmiverfa! 
con'fcfhlrt *: fot Hie irogtfe WtthiA Are law, as anjr . 
attorney can ttftify, fe'thVrtioft tiaft^efotfc a#d deY- 
picabte of 'all rfogues. 5n a fttotta a% Wdl as a civil 
fetffe, fcttfry Wiatf s hoilfe fhotlHI in fctale meafuHe «j 
hiscafflei attache mifdffcfant Who Wantonly drfturbfc 
the Yepofe, or bftafcs mto'ttoe teflmtefs fe<*e*s, of 
a private family, cblnmits a kmd *f 'Uttifcty l b<tt% 
|Vary, aitil Is altn&ft -as culpable as die minHter 
or king's m^flehge'r Who UtaM hdW attempt the 
Tfyfcrr of papers, Or date to ~e«ter*a malifioft by t 
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General Warrant. The Englifh are a remarkably 
good-natured, as well *as generous , people ; but 
were a ftranger to form a chara&er of them from a 
perufal of their daily publications, they would ap- 
pear to require a conftant evening facrifice to their 
ill-nature, and a hecatomb of reputations for their 
breakfaft. 

Seeing the colour of many other publications, 
and thofe, alas, too generally popular, I mean oc- 
cafionally to hazard an effay in this paper, of a 
completion totally different, and now and then to 
refcue at leaftone column, in one news-paper, from 
fcandal and politicks., The recefs of parliament, 
when, the" minds of men are lefs heated by con- 
tention, is a proper feafon to commence fuch an 
undertaking. For my own part, I am at prefent 
writing inclined to truft the interefts of my country, 
on both fides of the Atlantick, to the three great 
branches of ,the legiflature j but if I find them in- 
adequate or unfaithful, I fliall be happy with other 
authors to embody, like the conftitutional militia, 
in times of danger, and to change the Gentleman 
into tht Politician % as Steele converted the. Guardian 
into the Englifbman. Even Quakers perhaps might, 
on fuch an occafion, fufpend the pacifick tenets of 
their perfuafionj and even fome of our Clergy 

* would, 
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would, in fuch circiimftances, exhibit a new idea 
©f Church Militant, change their gowns for coats 
of mail, and like a boiled lobfter, turn from black 
to red. 

It is however at prefent my wifli and my 
intention t6 fuffer my patriotick powers of writing 
to fleep, like the fword in the fcabbard. Every 
Gentleman chufes to wear one both for ornament 
and defence, but when he puts it on, fays to 
himfelf with Mercutio, u Heaven fend me no need 
of thee J" I will not, like the court-fool of 01* 
times, run a muck againft the King and his Nobles ; 
I will not draw my wit upon the Minifter; much- 
lefs (as I have already profeffed) will I wound the 
bofom of domeftick tranquillity, I fend thefe fuv 
gitive papers fmiling into the world, wiflaing them, 
like Swedes' Tea, to fweaten the blood and juices 
of my Countrymen, and to corre& their ill hu- 
mours ; but tho' intended for an antidote to black 
bile and acrimony, it is hoped they will not appear, 
like Magnefia, a cure for the heart-burn indeed, 
but in themfelves a drug taftelefs and infipid. The 
rofe and fweet-briar are not the lefs fragrant for 
the thorn that makes a part of them ; and the 
powers of fatire and ridicule, while pointed at ge- 
neral vices and enormities, are not only innocent 

« M 3 but 
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but ftdatary. Bungling* quacks cannot attapk the 
difeaie, without injuring or perhaps killing the 
patient : butt the 1y*ie moralifb fees the drama of fo- 
ciety performed before him, like the fkilful natu- 
x^UA contemplating bees, through- a ; glafe. hjve, 
lpafiing tjieir operations*, and turning them to 
amount,, vfitfroijt qflferijag the bufy infers the feaft 
WJury. The prefect, age, fwanns with follies, and 
teems with characters worthy of obfervatioii. Such 
will he frequently exhibited^ $ but as. they are in« 
tended, like thofo of the* Nqw Comedy of Me- 
jjander, to bq genera], it is hoped, that none of 
tftem will be challenged by any individual. 

The Motto prefixed to, this Indrodu&ory Eflay 
may perhaps be thought; arrogant ; but it is only 
jpieant to imply fuch fubjeds as aire fit for difcuffiont 
en a, plan of this liberal nature, and fuch a cha- 
"lafljer as. the writer would wifli to exhibit in. the 
perfon of The Gentleman : not that he prefumes 
to hint tha^ he fhall himfelf be found equal to it. 
Jfc means to derive his chief importance froca 
thp merits of others. As to himfelf, whether really 
A Gentleman, or the meaneft Plebeian; a fhident 
at his eafe, or a fcribbler in the Fleet ; fitting by a 
filver ftandifh in his. own apartment, or with a* 
broken, ink-bottle in a garret ok cdlar$ are matters 
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4f no* importance, to the reader, fa. long a$ thfc 
author fhali Aiflain the part he has affumeck. 
Though appearing in a publicfc character, ha 
means to benamdfefe a^d' unknown* lis ha&drawi* 
up die curtain, like other managers, without ad- 
mittance behind the fcenes, an indulgence- which 
'might gratify the curiofity of a* few* but? tend*, to 
deftroy the publick entertainment, In his- bilk the 
director can at prefent announce no- more than 5P5J* 
Gtottkman, to which the wags (if they pleafej* 
may fubjoin, being the fin/l time ef Jtis appearing m 
that charafttr. I muft beg leave, however, onoe 
for all 1 to declare, that with whatever notice they 
may honour me, to their wit or their dulnefe 1 
fhall' never make any reply ; not from* the fpirit 
oPfilfent contempt, but rather on the principle of 
Fielding, who when* he was told te the Gseen 
Room that the audience were damning, his Coined jr, 
acq uie feed in the badnefs of it> and cried, Wbatt 
have tbeyfiund /f out P 

It has been ftiggefted- to me, that it would' be 
more confonant to the character of a Gentleman^ 
to fend forth my fpeculations, Hke fome of my 
predeceflbrs, uncontaminated by paragraphs and 
advertifements, beautifully printed on a fteet and 
half of fine writing paper: but many of my 

M 4 fuperiors, 
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fuperiors, feveral excellent effayifts, moral an<J 
political, have written in news-papers. As to 
that, in which The Gentleman has chofen to infer* 
his Produdions, he has diftinguifhed it on a prin- 
ciple of publick fpirit ; having obferved it for fom^ 
time paft to have been the deadeft, dulleft, moft 
unentertaining and infipid of the many Journals 
and Chronicles which the prefs groans under at, 
prefent ; a circumftance thfc more extraordinary, 
as it is, he is informed, the property of a junto of 
the fprightlieft, wittieft, politeft, and moft learne4 
fpirits of the age; capable of iqftru&ing and enli- 
vening it with every fpecies of compqfition, from 
Hiftory down to a Pun or an Epigram. The very 
Printer, Mr, William Woodfall, if Fame fay true, 
is able, like the filkworrn, to weave his own rich 
materials, and, after the example of the Steyens's, 
and Elzevirs, to be himfelf the editor of any produc- 
tions that might iffue from his prefs.. To ftimulate 
therefore thefe capable but indplent geniuffes, tq 
roufe them from their lethargy, to fet all hands to 
Work on board the London Pacquet, is the defign an4 
ambition of The Gentleman ; happy, if like Falftaff, 
he fhould at any time be found to be witty himfelf^ 
but content if he can at leaft, like Falftaff, be the 
paufe pf wit in other men. 
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JlteriuiJU 
Altera fofcit open res 9 & conjurat amice* Ho*. 

Allied, as fitter clofe to brother, 
One thing ftill aflcs (he help of t'other} 
And thus allied, both He, or She, 
From love, or int'reft, will agree. 

TT is ufual with thofe who exhibit their perfor- 
■*■ mances to the Publick, to follow up their 
firft effort with an account of the great and un- 
common applaufe that has been bellowed on it. 
As I have always imagined fuch accounts to be re- 
ligioufly true, I cannot help confidering myfelf as 
deplorably unpopular, or peculiarly unfortunate. 
I have not heard a fyllable uttered in favour of the 
firft Number of The Gentleman, and almoft all 
the readers I expected to intereft or engage, have 
£een occupied with the Seflions Paper or the 

London 
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London Gazette. I have not feen a fingle copy of 
vcrfes in. praife of my ftyle, and I have even been 
affured by my friend's, that the people of this 
country will not afrpr^feflt read* any article in a news- 
paper longer than a paragraph. I have however 
been honoujret} v^ith the; softies o£ two corre- 
fpondents ; and as they feem-inclined, on certain 
conditions, to- become affi&ants in my prefent un- 
dertaking, I (hall introduce them to my readers by 
making their Letters publick, before I proceed in 
my own fpeculations. 

To the Author of The GENTLEMAN. 

"SIR, 

"1HAVE the honour tabs a Blackguard, and 
if it had not beea for a few touches ii) your pap^r^ 
fbatfhewed you to be no enpmy to Vulgar Manners, 
as welj as no mean proficient in the Vulgar Tongue* 
I (hould have beheld your Eflays with filenf con- 
tqppt, and would not have condefcended to cor** 
re/pond with you. But is this a, time, Sir, foe a, 
writer who^ means to amend the morals, or corned; 
the behaviour* of the idle things, and puppies of 
the. prefent age* to. uiher a work into the world 

undgc the title of Tht Gentleman ? Do not falfe 

refinements, 
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je&nemertts, aiFwStei politenefs, and ia a word; 
Gentility, (as tbsy tera* it), threaten to undermine our 
morals, pervert our good fenfe* and infe£b our be- 
haviour ? Fosmedy it; was tfae boafc of this 
eountry, that every man mighty in things, indif- 
ferent^ vary from bis neighbour* Private Liberty 
was as effiential a mark of our manners, as Publick 
Liberty was the charaifteriftick ofi our constitution : 
bo principles of politenefs, no fyftem. of beha* 
viour, no rules for raifing a French qr Italian fu- 
perftru&ure on a Gothick foundation^ but every 
roan built his reputation on tfye bafis of good fenfe 
and good nature*. At prefent we beginto refine, 
and file, and polifli, 'till our manners, as Sterne 
faid of thofe of our neighbours, are growing as 
ftnooth and undiftingui&able as an old King Wil- 
liam's halfpenny; and fafhionable principles, like 
the legs of fafhionable furniture, have fcarce 
ftrength enough to fupport the frame that belongs 
to them. 

<c Gentility Sir, (give me leave to repeat and 
infill on it) is. the great bape of our lives, the nurfe 
of vice, diiEpation and extravagance; the parent 
of bankruptcy", ajid fource of corruption. Fo- 
reign manners will not. thrive under our meridian. 
There is a kind of Magna Charta in our good 

fellowship, 
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fellowship, as well as in our laws, that will not 
brook the controul of an honed hearty laugh, or 
endure to be fettered by Differ tat ions on Left Legs. 

€C In opposition to the contemptible animal, the 
new-fangled being, that now commonly diftin- 
guifhes itfelf by the appellation of The Gentleman^ 
I am proud to ftile myfclf A Blackguard \ a name, 
Sir, that-would do you more credit both as a writer, 
and a man, than the title you have affumed. Hu- 
mour, that genuine Englifh production, is not the 
growth of a frippery age, nor founded -on polifhed 
manners. It can only be cultivated by bold manly 
Wits, fuch as Cervantes, Rabelais, Moliere, Swift, 
Gay, Arbuthnot, Fielding, Sterne, &c. &c. Thefe, 
?nd fuch as thefe^ are the Clafficks of the School 
' of Blackguard. In that fchool I have been bred, 
5md have learnt to defpife a delicacy of manners 
that produces effeminacy, and a nicety of tafte 
that proves the weaknefs of the ftomach. If thefe 
are models you difapprove, I here take my leave of 
you; but if Englifh Virtue, Englifh Senfe, and 
Englifh Humour, are meant to be recommended 
and encouraged by the Author of The Gentlematty 
he (hall now and then, if he pleafes, hear farther 
from one who is proud to own himfelf a friend to 
thofe qualities, and to fubferibe himfelf 

« A BtACKCUARn/* 



Th* GENTLEMAN. N* II. 173 

According to my Cqrrefpondent's definition, my 
idea of a Gentleman*) and his idea of a Blackguard* 
■conftitute pretty nearly the fame chara&er. I 
think, indeed, he bears rather hard upon the Fine 
Gentleman of our age, and handles him with more 
roughnefs than fo tender an animal provokes ; yet 
it muft be confefled that the writer's rufticity, 
becomes him, and (as Addifon fays of Virgil in his 
Georgicks) that " he toffes about his dung with an 
air of gracefulnefs." I cannot therefore difmifs 
his epiftle without afluring him, that I wiih for a 
continuance of his correfpondence, as well as that 
of the Lady, who has favoured me with the fol- 
lowing Letter. 

To the GENTLEMAN. 
S I R, 

" DOES your total fjence, concerning the 
female world, in your firft number, proceed from 
contempt of the Sex ? Do you think, with Ma- 
homet, that Women are void of fouls to be made 
happy in the next world ; or, with a late Lord, 
that they are incapable of reafon and commonl 
fenfe in the prefent f During the female reigns 
of Anne and Elizabeth, fuch do&rines would 

have 
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have -been considered -as moral -and political he- 
itefies, no lefs than religions : and they deferve* 
1 think, -as Httle encouragement inour times, When 
We fee a "Queen Co'tifbrl oh *he throne, <at leaft 
equally ami able, and perhaps as wife underlining 
politicks, as the illuftrious regents *bove-nientr- 
©ned were glorious to adtoiniftring them. 

<c Familiar Effays, Sir, nave farther to been pecu- 
liarly devoted to the fervice of the Ladies. Steele 
and Addifon Aren't forth, like literary knights-errant, 
to refciie the fair from the daemons of vice* and 
fpells of ignorance, endeavouring to render the 
toilet the altar of the Mufes, as Well as the place of 
facrifice to the Graces. They thought the manners 
and principles of Women not unimportant to the 
happinefs of Men, and did not efteem it a difgrace 
to their parts or learning, to write d&wn to the 
under {landings of female readers. Effays in ge- 
neral are, indeed, a kind of whipt-fillabub lite- 
rature* not above the pitch of a mere houfewifely 
comprehenfion, and as becoming a part of the par- 
lour-window furniture, as a tambour or a thread 
paper. 

" I do not mean, Sk» by what I ha\e faid, to 

accufe you of an elevation of ftyleand manner that 

throws us at a diftance, but rather to hint to you that 

4 a feeming 
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a 'feeming negteft of the Ladies h fibt confiflerft 
with 4t writer, who ftiles himfelf A Gemleman, 
Are 70a <*fraid that the ^ftinguiflted propriety, dew 
^anca, and decent modefty <tf the females of tbfe 
prefent age will affoid you no -room for anuriad- 
verfion •? Or do you think them totally incorri- 
gible? For my part, Sir, I believe them to be 
formed of the very fame materials, as their mothers 
were before them, equally .prone to err, and equally 
capable of amendment and inftru&ion. 

" Female virtues are certainly of confequence 
'to the order of the moral world, and foibles ought 
not to be buffered to fpring up negleded, and to 
*ev6r~run the mind like thorns and idle weeds : yet 
their delicacy is not to be wounded. Their follies 
mult be tenderly probed, and the Eflayift, like the 
Surgeon, fhould have the hand of a Lady. Shake- 
fpeare's Chara&ers of Women, like the portraits 
of women by thePrefident of our Royal Academy, 
.are almoft the only good ones drawn by men. 
There is acoarfenefs of outline, colour, and defign, 
in moft other art&s, that make their Ladies appear 
not in the fimple ftyle of Cselia, Rofalind, Imo- 
gen, DefdeTndna,&c. tut rather like man flrefi in 
•wbtnenH -cloaths. On *hfcfe confiderations there- 
fort, whiJe you > Sir, aTe engaged in painting the 

Men, 
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Men, the Females fhall, if you pleafe, fit to Met 
or if you will fuppofe yoUrfelf alone equal to 
finilhing the main parts of thp figure, you will at 
leaft allow that a Female hand is mod likely to be 
cprrcA in the drapery, 

" You will, I doubt not, be extremely curious 
m to be informed from whom this Letter proceeds, 
and Vanity may perhaps incline you to fuppofe, that 
it is occafioned by fome partiality to you or your 
writings. Your perfon, Sir, I do not know, nor 
at prefent defire to know, any more than I mean 
to difcover my own. Whether I fliall ever unveil 
snyfelf, muft appear; hereafter. In the mean time, 
let your imagination draw as flattering a likenefs of 

me, as Gentlemen-Quixotes pi&ure to themfelves 
of their feveral Dulcineas. Fancy me as young* 
hand fome, rich, and agreeably accomplished, as 
your complexion, avarice, or vanity may require, 
and it is no matter how old, ugly, poor, and difar 
greeable I may really be, while I remain your 
"affiftant and humble fervant, 

" Incognita." 

Till the Lady becomes acquainted with my 
name, chara&er, and qualifications, fhe is deiired 

to take it for granted that I am very tall, very well 

made, 
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fciade, exactly of the completion £he likes- beft, 
and juft in my prime. In the mean time I moft 
thankfully accept her kind offer, tod do not doubt 
but it will be agreeable to my fair readers. The 
Jadies^have indeed betrayed feme partiality for male 
hair-dreflers, ftay-makers, mantua-makers, and 
even men-mid wives : yet I think they will un- 
bofom their failings more freely to one of their 
own fex $ and any lady, labouring with fpleen, 
malice, envy, ambition* avarice, or fecret diforders 
of the mind, will be glfcd to be laid by a woman : 
efpeciolly as an able and experienced pra&itioner 
{meaning myfelf) will always attend, ready to affift 
in any very nice cafe or an accident* j 
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Off curat* dimpofnle hnuttrutt, ttfui 
Prefer et in lucent fpeeiofa vocabula rtrum r 
: £>u* prifcis memorata Cat&nibui at que Cetbegiif 

Nitre fitut informifprmit, et dtferta vttuftat. 
jidfcijcet nova, qua genitor produxerit ufut : 
'Vehement, et liquidus, purequefmiUimut amni 9 
Tundet opes, hatiumqut beab'it divite lingui., Hoi* > 

<* - Jtfark whene'a bold expreflivc phrafe appeafi, 

fright thro* the rubhtft of 4 a thpufand- years % - » . i 

Command old words that long have flept, to wake, 
Words, that wife Bacon, or brave Raleigh, fpake; 
Or bid the new be Englifh, ages hence, 
(For ufe will fofter what's begot by fenfe;) 
Pour the rich tide of Eloquence along. 
Lucid and pure, yet vehement and ftrong, 
With all the trcafures of the Mother Tongue. • 

LEARNING, like beaten gold, in proportion 
to its being more extended, becomes more 
fuperficial, Grofs ignorance and profound eru- 
dition are now equally uncommon. Literature, 

no 

• This imitation of the original Latin Motto is chiefly takea 
from the admirable Vernon of Pope \ and the few alterations have 
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no longer confined to colleges and cloifters, 
mixes itfelf in fome meafure with the commerce 
of the exchange* the exercifes of the camp, and 
the graces of the^ court : but the deep-read fcholar 
is a rarer character than ever. The main (rream 
of fcierice, branching into numberlefs rivulets, ' 
grows (hallow, as well as clear. The (lores of 
learning are parcelled out by retail, and what was 
farcaftically faid of the reputed knowledge of our 
northern neighbours, is nearly applicable to that of 
the whole ifland. Every man has a mouthfull, 
but no man has a bellyfull. 

This obfervation, on the ftate of learning in ge- 
neral, is almoft equally true in refpe& to the lefler 

N 2 graces 

hot been made from t vain attempt at amendment, nor becaofe they 
. bring the lines nearer to the fenfe of Horace, fo much as to accom- 
modate the paflage to the matter of the Effay to which it is prefixed* 

The lines id Pope run thus t 

Mark where a bold expreflive phrafe appears, 

Bright thro' the rubbifli of a thoufand years, 

Command old words, that long have flept, to wake", 

Words, that wife Bacon, or brave Raleigh, ipake } 

Or bid- the new be Englifh, ages hence, 

(For ufe will father what's begot by fenfe j) 

Pour the full tide of Eloquence along, 

Serenely pure, and yet divinely ftrong, 

Rich with the treafuxes of each foreign, toague* Pop 
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graces of Style and compaction. Ttat happy me- 
diocrity, denied by Gods and Men to Ac writers of 
former ages, has been referve4 for our own* 
.period* Few writers are barbarous and ungram- 
W^tical, or even unmufical, in their language ; hut 
very /jew are truly Ample, nervous, or elegant. 
Some ftyle,s r like handfome fi^ces, are fpoiit by 
afie&atioa, or ruined by mntfb and extriniick ox- 
lament ; fome are bloated with folic pomp ; fome 
darkened by metapbyfic.al abfti5i& phrafeology ; and* 
fome enervated by dapper familiarities, and the 
cant jargon of drawing-rooms, iiorfe-couries, and' 
.gaming-tables. 

.Purity of Style, like purity of manners, is not- 
wholly pra&icable : languages, like men by whom 
they are framed, will be imperfect : yet every en- 
deavour to trace the fources of corruption, tends 
to ftop its progrefs. Living authors, as Well as 
living manners, are at once the chief obje&s of our 
cenfure and imitation. The works of deceafed 
writers, which we have been taught by tradition 
to applaud, are too feldom turned ovqr ; while the 
productions of our eotemporaries prefent them- 
felves to our notice, oftener than tjieir pqrfons. 
He, who has talents to diftinguilh himfelf from 

the 
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rfhe crowd, h&s more followers thatt an ambient phU 
lofopher. A popular Wfitbr fets the fefhlon of Style; 
arid the very herd of criticks, that wifli to depre- 
ciate the value of his works, run after him. If 
an authdr arifes, whofe deep learning, and large 
iniaglHation ftruggltng for expreffion equ*l to his 
conceptions, tetfipt him to lengthen his periods, 
and fwell his phrafeology^ if an intimate famili- 
arity with the combinations of a dead language 
jio'w and then betray him into too wide a deviation 
from the vernacular idiom'; fuch a writer will have 
the mortification to fee the beauties of his Style 
diftorted by aukward imitation, and his errors (if 
an him they are errors-) made ridiculous by agg- 
ravation. The language that, in his mafter hand, 
like a well-tuned inftrument, xc difcourfes moll 
eloquent mufick," under their management utters 
•nothing but difcord. The rattling of their periods 
and tumidity of their jshrafes, like the noife of a 
gdrum or fwell of a bladder, are .but iymptoms of 
£heir wind and emptinefs. 

Ornament of did ion, fays Quintilian, tho' the 
greateft of beauties* is only graceful, when it 
follows as it were of itfelf, not when' it is purfued. 
Of all ornaments, a foreign ftru&ure of period, as it 
is the moft prejudicial to the genius of our language, 

N 3 appears 
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appears the moft ftudicd and unnatural. An 
adopted word is but a partial and trifling innovation, 
and is often happily incorporated, when care is 
taken to naturalize the foreigner, by giving a na- 
tional air to the turn of the phrafe. Every Ian* 
guage, more efpecially the Englifh, has its idioms, 
which we fhould not regifter, with Grammarians, 
and Lexicographers, among its irregularities, but 
with Poets and Orators, number among its beauties;. 
To extirpate idiom from our tongue, would bo 
like rooting up the old oaks, that are the glory and 
ornament of our country ; or, to vary the allufion, 
to fquare the language of our ancient writers to 
the rigid rules of Roman or even French Syntax, 
would extinguifh the genius of our Tongue, and 
give the whole a foreign air, like the labours of a 
taftelefs improver, exchanging the luxuriance of 
nature, in our gardens, for dipt yews, ftrait walks, 
and formal parterres. . "* .. 

Perfpicuity without meannefs is pronounceaby 
Ariftotle to be the perfection of language, or, as 
he more nervoufly expreffes it, the virtue of Style ; 
to attain which, he recommends, as a principal 
jnftrument, the ufe of the moft common words and 
phrafes in a figurative iignification ; the familiarity 
*f the terms rendering them clear, and the novelty 

Of 
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if their application giving them an air of elegance 
or dignity. The works of our old writers, pro- 
faick as well as poetical, abound with thefe home- 
fpun metaphors, by which the loweft words in-* 
creafe their confequence, or at leaft, like cyphers, 
raife the value of their neighbours. . Sometimes, ' 
indeed, thefe popular tropes are carried to exceft, 
or ufed too licentioufly ; yet they commonly breathe 
stf magnificent fimplicity, and the whole confirmation 
is purely Englifh ; a circumftance, like that which 
induced Cicero to recommend the ftudy of the an- 
cient Roman authors to his pupils in oratory, 
urging, that whoever was well read in, theit pro- 
ductions, could hot, were he even inclined to it, 
Jpeak other than genuine Latin: 

It will not, I hope, be imagined from what I 
have faid, that I think too lightly of the labours 
and genius of thofe learned philologifts, who, by 
compiling Grammars and Dictionaries, have en- 
deavoured to give precifion and liability to our . 
Tongue. Their works, if properly confulted, arc 
ufeful both to the learner and proficient} but if/ 
made the objects of their ftudy, rather than occa- 
fional affiflants, they will certainly be pernicious* 
The Grammars of living and dead languages are 
tpp often framed on different principles ; ia the 

N 4 ^attef 
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latter, all irregularities;, for which an authority can 
be pleaded, are fan&ified by. a rule ; while the 
other brands every idiom, or bold combination, as. 
a licentious, barbarifoj. No man ever learnt a lap* 
guagft living or dead* from a. Gramma* or Didi-t 
onaryj but by reading the bed authors,, and par- 
taking of thq beft convention. He, who habi- 
tuates htipfelf to fuch ftudie* and fuch. fociety*, 
without propofing to himfelf a particular- models 
will infenfibly form a Style of his own > as in the 
mechanical part of writing, every man abandoning 
himfelf to his own fiwicy or powers, almoft every 
man writes a different hand* A certain freedom, of 
Style* a manly flow of language, will diftinguifh 
the authors of fuch a fchool ; whofe periods will 
npt be. divided into formal compartments, like the 
fquare$ of a Mafaick; pavement,, exa&ly anfwering . 
each other ; but the members of a fentence, like 
the members of the human body, will feem to 
be put together with eafe as well as fymmefry, and 
equally framed for the purpofes of elegance and 
ftrengtht 

As to Grammars and Dictionaries, though not 
adminiftering to the foundation of our tongue, they, 
may certainly be of great ufe. to. contribute to its 
preservation. They are a kind of fcaffold exuded 

t>y 
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by fkilful workmen* after our language Has been 
completely built, to repair the ruins of time, and 
to keep the venerable ftru&ure from further decay; 
The laft great Englifh Di£Konary will remain, as. 
long as the Engliflv Tongue fhall remain, a mo- 
nument of die learning and genius of its author ; 
and I cannot better enforce the utility of the ftudies 
recommended in this paper, than by concluding it 
with an:extra& from the admirable Preface to that 
work ; a Preface, which at once delivers the precepts,, 
and affords the example, of a' pure and eloquent 
gtyle. 

— u I have ftudioufly endeavoured; to collect 
examples and authorities from the writers before 
the Reftoration, whofe works I regard as the wells of 
JSngliJh yndefiled, as the pure fources of genuine 
di&ion. Our language, foralmoft a century, has, 
by the concurrence of many caufes, been gradually 
departing from its original Teutonick character, 
gnd deviating towards a Gallick ftrudure and 
phrafeology, from which it ought to be our en- 
deavour to recall it, by making our ancient volumes 
fbe groundwork of Style, admitting among the ad- 
ditions of later times, only fuch ?s may fupply 
?eal deficiencies) fuch as are readily adopted by the 

genius 
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geuiu$of our tongue, and incorporate eaiily with 
our native idioms. 

• —■■■■■«« From the authors which rofe in the time 
of Elizabeth, a fpeech might be formed adequate 
to all the purpofes of ufe and elegance. If the 
language of theology were extra&ed from Hooker 
and the tranflation of the Bible ; the terms of 
natural knowledge from Bacon * the phrafes of 
policy, war, and navigation from Raleigh ; the 
dialed* of poetry and fi&ion from Spenfer and' 
Sidney; and the di&ion of common life from 
Shakefpeare, few ideas would be loft to mankind, 
for want of Englifh words in which they might be 
^preffed.'* 
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Age ver\ tie ftmper forum, fubfeiiia, reftra, cur'iamjue meditert % , 
fuld tj/e potefi in otio sut jucundius, aut magh froprium bumanitatis, 
f ujm ftrmo facet us, ac nulla hi re dutit t Hoc cn'm uno prajiamus 
W maxime feris, quod tolliquimur inter nos, & quid exprimtre, di- f 
(endofenfg'fMffuMus* Cicero. 

Well then, not to dwell on the Bar, the Bench, the Pulpit, or the ' 
Parliament, what can, in our hours of relaxation, be more agreeable, 
or better fuited to our nature, than chearful, and elegant Con-, 
verfation ? For in this confifts our chief pre-eminence over the brute 
creation, that we can convcrfe. with each' other, and communicate - 
pur fentiments by Speech. 

* To the Author of The GENTLEMAN. 

IfCCE ITERUMf the Blackguard again ! your 

laft paper has roufed me, and while you are 

learnedly commenting on the Style of Writing, givc^ 

pip leave, Sir, to throw in a word or two on a 

matter 
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matter of mor^ immediate confequence to the 
comfort and happinefs of life— the Style of Conver- 
sation. I don't .mean the rounding of fentences, 
or faying pretty things prettily, or fine things 
finely, or backing your horfes, like Mrs, Floufigig t 
in the midft of a fpeech, for the fake of turning 
the corner of a period ; but the downright commu- 
nication of /Our thoughts to each other, the life 
and foul of all focial intercourfe, the firft purpofe 
of meeting and company, and the great diftin&ion 
between our ipecies and the reft of the animaj 
creation, 

" Speak, that I may know thee;" faid the wiftf 
mart of oM ; but according to the prefcribed ufe of 
fpeech in polijte company, it is impoflible for us to 
come at the leaft knowledge of each other ; not on 
accotffft of our ufing fpeech for the purpofe of 
cfiffimulation, but becaufe k is ungenteel fbrfboth^ 
W &fcmtt 9 iir company, that you have any 
knowledge at all; or for any oneptrfbn to fpeafc 
above, five fecorids at a time 9 or al>o?e five yrprd* 
in a breath. 

*t edioufnefs and Profing in Converfatioh, is bn 
abominable practice, I allow; but no man ever 
dealt half fo difagreeably in that figure of rheto- 
rick, which, I think, Swift calls the Circumbendibus* 

at 
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as the fops and flirts of the prefent age now deal 
in the abrupt, fnip-fnap manner of abandoning a 
fubje&t before three fyUables have been faid upon it ; 
flying ffom one queftion to another, as if each had 
been ftarted for the fake of quitting it immediately, 
or as if the very ghoft of good fenfe was to be 
laid in all good company. Converfation was in- 
tended as a kind of traffick of mental comma- 
dtties, but nobody now dare open their budget z 
and left nature fhouM fet fome tongues a going, the 
puppies of the world have, from time to time, 
contrived to put a kind of gag in our mouths, by 
inventing certain terms calculated to turn every 
man to ridicule, who will venture to deliver his 
fentiments, or difclofe his mind for the information 
or entertainment of the company. If you at* 
tempt to tell a flory, one puppy puts his hand to 
his cheek, and cries Patch I implying, itfeems, that 
the tale is old, and finells of Joe Miller ; and if 
you continue your narration a minute and half, 
another puppy turns to a monkey next him, and 
whifpers " what a hurt! or faar!" for I don't 
know how they fpell their nonfenfe ; but (take it 
which way you will) it is intended to convey ait 
idea of tedibufnefs, and to compare the fpeaker to a 
hog or a gimlet ; but fore, Sir, fuch wretches are 

themfelves 
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themfelves the greateft enemies to good company^ 
mere dampers to the mind, wet blankets to the 
imagination, and extinguifhers pf gqod fenfe and 
good humour. Taciturnity is the great vice ©f 
Englifbmen, and it would be more expedient to 
devife methods to prevail on them to throw off 
that referve that freezes their conversation, than to 
ftudy thefe, poor meagre inventions to (hut up 
every man's light, like a dark lanthorn, within his 
own bofom. A bold free fpirit, it is true, will 
leap thefe fences ; but it is hard, methinks, that 
a plain modeft man fhould be ftopt in the high road 
of converfation, and not fuffered to go on without 
interruption. 

I Jove humour and pleafantry, Sir, as well as the 
merrieft man in the kingdom; but give me leave 
to inform thefe fine gentlemen, that it is a me- 
lancholy fymptom, when they cannot bear the fe- 
rious purfuit of any fubjeft for two minutes to- 
gether. ' Humour itfelf, if good for any thing, is 
ferious at the bottom ; but what provokes me, is, 
that thefe cuckows are as grave as ftoicks, and hold 
it a kind of treafon to laugh ; for the old folly 
.is revived, which almoft began to grow obfolete 
in our ancient comedies, of being gentleman 4th 
-and melancholy. Converfation being a kind of 

fhort 
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•ihort extempore compofition, all fevere cenfure of 
.what falls from us, prophanenefs and indecency 
excepted, is ridiculous : not only fenfe, but for 
the fake of fenfe, even nonfenfe, fhould be to- 
lerated 9 for a man who is always afraid of uttering 
what may be interpreted to be nonfenfe, will not 
give his underftanding fair play ; and he will oftea 
let the immediate occaiion, that would have given 
grace and force to his obfe,rvations, pais by. He 
will feem, like an aukward militia-man, discharging 
his folitary blunderbufs, long after the reft of 
the corps ; or at beft, fuppoiuig his words to have 
.real weight and fler ling value, they will come upon 
us untowardly, like diftant thunder, which does 
not reach our ears, till long after the flafh has 
.taught us to exped it. 

By attending and obferving Modern Converfation, 
one would be tempted to imagine that it was one of 
Jthe firft principles of politenefs, to drive all ten- 
ement and fcience out of fociety. Every thing re- 
lative to a man's peculiar concerns, in which he 
might fuppofe his friends and acquaintance to 
lake fome little intereft, is deemed impertinent; 
and every thing relative to knowledge is deemed 
4>edantick. Formerly the honeft bottle forced fome 
rational and fpirited fellies, even from the 
Z 4 vnoSt 



i 9 i the Gentleman, n* itf. 

moft riotous company ; tat; the wrflkfops of erof 
age keep ffbemfetves fobef, til) the cards or dice re- 
lieve them from the cruel necefiky of endear*** rng 
to amufe each, other by Coiwerfation. in the mean 
time* to put a curb on the fancy, left the Ihtk gje- 
niue they have iheuld grow reftive, and rtmawfcy 
w&h them* they devife thefe miserable media* 
meal pieces of ridicule, as restraints on tfte freedom 
of fociety. I am rather an old feftow, perhaps 
femewhat pefcvilh* and I confefc ft often puts me 
quite out of patiefcee 5 when a man cries Patch! 
at one of my ftories* I am almoft provoked to give 
him a flap on the face $ and when a puppy feerts to 
xneafure my words with a ftop watch, and at the 
end of a few feconds cries, Bvre f I am almoft 
ready to call him out for his rudenefs and im- 
pertinence. 

We have loft the noWe art of antiquity of 
writing elegant competitions in the form of Dia- 
logue. No wonder : for what dialogue can ap- 
pear natural, when fuppofed to proceed from the 
mouths of men who will difcourfe on no fubjecH, 
who preclude all pleafan tries, as vulgar, and fit* 
perfede all knowledge as pedantick ? As to fen- 
timent, it might find as much quarter in a modem 

comedy from a modern critic k,. as from our puny 

eftablifliers 
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tftablifliers of the laws of Converfation. The 
heart and the head are equally unconcerned, and to 
feem to know any thing, or to feel any thing, 
are alike breaches of politenefs. But furely, Sir, 
all this is diredtly oppofite to the warmth and 
plainnefs of our old national character : we were 
wont, like Shakefpeare's Claudio, to fpeak home 
and to the purpofe. If a man's mind is full of 
ideas, why not let them run over, and water the 
barren understandings, or re frefli the fruitful wits, 
of the company ? And indeed, a man himfelf 
fcarce knows what fluff he has in his thoughts, 
till he has drawn them out into difcourfe, and often 
forms his own opinion according to the impreflions 
that his words feem to make on his hearers* 
Anfwers too are produced, frequently, given with 
more fhrewdnefs on the fpot, than on further con- 
sideration ; and truth, as well as wit, is ftruck out 
by colliiion. I don't mean to confider every company 
as a tinder-box, and to fet argument and repartee, 
like flint and fleel, perpetually ftriking againft each 
other; yet if a fpark is now and then lighted up, 
why (hould the officious hand of dulnefs be autho- 
rized, by fuppofed politenefs, to extinguifli it ? 
Converfation is mentioned by Lord Bacon, (as 
wife a man, Sir, as the wifeft of our macaronies^) 
Vol, It O among 
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among the chief benefits of friendship, " making, 
day-light in the understanding, out of darknefsand 
confufion of thoughts j" and as you adorned your 
laft paper by an extract from a learned Modern, 
give me leave to wind up the bottom of my loofe 
thoughts on Conversation^ with a paffagc tranfcribed 
from that great Chancellor and Philofopher. 

** Whoever hath his mind fraught with many" 
thoughts, his wit and undemanding do clarifie and 
break up in the communicating and difcourfing with 
another; he tofleth his thoughts more eafiiy, he 
marfhalleth them more orderly, he feeth how they 
look when they are turned into words : finally, he 
Waxeth wifer than himfelf, and that more by art 
hour's difcourfe, than by a day's meditation. It 
was well faid by Themift#cles to the King of 
Perfia, That fpeech was like cloth of j/tras^ opened 
and put abroad ; whereby the imagery doth appear in 
figure^ whereas in thought they lie but as in pacts* 
Neither is the fruit of friendfhip, of opening the 
understanding, restrained only to fuch friends a* 
are able to give a man.counfel ; (they indeed are 
beft) but even without that a man learneth of 
himfelf, and bringeth his own thoughts to light, 
and whetteth his wits as againft a ftone, which 
itfelf cuts not. ' In a word, a man were better relate 

himfelf 
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hlmfelf to a ftatue or pifture, than to fuffer his 
thoughts to pafs in (mother." 

" Conference^ fays Lord Coke alfo> is the life 
of ftudy : Conference, fays Lord Bacon again* 
makes a ready man, and if he confer little, he had 
need have a prefent wit." — In fhort, Sir, Con- 
verfation is the great fource of pleafure and infor- 
mation ia fociety, and whoever contributes to dam; 
it up, fhould be ftrenuoufly oppofed by the reft of 
mankind. But to fufFer a bye word, a low" cant 
term, to deprive us of the means of entertainment 
and intelligence, is the meaneft pufillanimity, and 
facrificing good fenfe at the flirine of folly and 
nonfenfe. 

1 muft beg leave* therefore, by an index expur- 
gatoriusy to banifh Patch and Bore from the 
modern vocabulary ; not merely on account of the 
barbarity of the terms, but for the evil tendency of 
the ridiculous focnetbing* or left than nothing, im- 
plied by them* > for they are not only framed by 
blockheads deftkute of meaning in themfelvea, but 
calculated to kill the feeds of good fenfe and hu- 
manity in other people* I am* 

SIR, 

YaurV a* btfore, 

A BLACKGUARD. 
O 2 
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Wednefday, Oftober 25, 1775, 



Proximm i>«/V> hngofid proximusintervalli, Vixcr a 

The next 'tis true; and yet 'tis clear, 
Altho* the next, it is not ntar* 



iTpHOUGH I did not on the commencement of 
this undertaking engage to appear before 
the Publick at any certain ftated periods, yet it 
might not unreafonably be prefumed by the ocdU 
fional reader,' that I fhould at leaft adhere in fome 
degree to the ufual praftice of an Occafional Writer, 
In the fmall circle of thofe, who did me the honour 
to pcrufe the foregoing numbers, my long filence 
has, I find, given rife to various conje&ures* Some 

have 
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Jiave not fcrupled to pronounce me really & bond 
fide deceafed ; while others have contented them- 
felves with lamenting my metaphorical departure 
from the literary world, faying, that my fmaH 
kilderkin of wit was entirely exhaufted. Others 
3gain have aflerted, that during the fu miner months, 
I was, like my betters, retired into the country, 
fylany concurring in this opinion, have however 
attributed my filence to fome accident attending my 
retirement or peregrinations. Some have repre- 
sented me on horfeback, like the Taylor aiding jtp 
Brentford, and have cruelly diflocated my collar*- 
bone by a fall ; fome have {hot me with a fpring- 
gun, or ftuck Qie in a man-trap,, like Gulliver in a 
marrowbone ; fome have caft me away on an 
inland-navigation ; and fome have buried me alive 
in a cavern of the Peak*/ 

I have now the pleafure to inform my friends that 
I am alive, and hope they will find me alive and 
mjrry. The truth is, I have been in the country^ * 
and though I .cannot, like the inimitable Spedator, . 
indulge myfelf in 3, feries of rural lucubrations ; 
though I cannot extra£ entertainment from the 
hiftory of an henrooft, or pen an agreeable differ^ 
tation upon haycocks j yet before I meet the Par- 
liament in London* and fet up my reft in town for ; 

O 3 the 
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the winter, I wrU give a Ibort account of my iirft 
vifit during the fummer recefs. This publication 
however is not withoMt the privity and good liking 
of mine hoft. Let me not be blamed therefore for 
a breach of the laws of hofpitality ! 

My old fchoolfellow and college acquaintance, 
Sir Jocejyn Hearty, having long importuned me to 
pafs two or three weeks with him in the country, 
about the beginning of Auguft I fet out for his feat, 
and towards the conclufion of the fecond day, 
found myfelf nearly at the end of my journey. 
Within two or three miles of the manfion-houfe, 
I encountered feveral horfe-men whofe feat appeared 
uncommonly loofe and unfteady 5 fome in 
fmall parties, hanging over their horfes, and 
foeming in earneft converfation with each other ; 
fome galloping furioufly after* dropping whips, and 
hats, and wigs, by the way, and fhouting as they 
paft, to denote their good fellowfhip, and hail ~ 
their acquaintance. Upon turning into the grounds, 
which lead diredly to the houfe, my ears were fa- 
luted with a loud vocal chorus, which however 
quickly fubfided, but was almoft as quickly re- 
newed, and thus rofe and fell by turns, till I was 
arrived at the gate* Entering the hall, I found it 
ftrewed with hoaeft rufticks, faft afleep, in their 

boot* 
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toots and great coats. A faloon on each fidd 
of the hall was filled with benches and long ta^ 
Wes, at' which a jovial company ftill kept their 
places, drinking, toafting, and finging. 

My friend, it feems, was already retired. Am 
old fervant, however, took me under his protection, 
and provided me with every neceflary accommo- 
dation till the next morning. About noon I was 
introduced to Sir Jocelyn, whom I found in his 
drefling-room, with a bowl before him, containing 
a compofition of milk, nutmeg, and brandy, which 
he called a Doelor. This Doctor is, it feeifcs, 
always called in on the morrow, of thefe joyous fes- 
tivities, and though not regular, may boaft at 
numerous z, fet of patients, and a praftice as ex* 
•tenfive, as any of the Faculty. After a hearty 
ihake by the hand, and a few other civilities, the 
Baronet informed me, that he and his friends of 
yefterday had been getting drunk according to aft 
of parliament. Having formerly been a ftudent of 
the law, I exprefled fome furprifeat not being able 
to recollect fo particular a chapter in the ftatute 
book. « It is one of the'heft of them all, for all 
** that, faid Sir Jocelyn : and yet it is but a z&vf 
" law neither, and I had the honour to affift at tli* 
«' paffing it. The QrertvilU Bill, my friend* 

O 4, " Since, 
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" Since that Bill paft into -a law, we dare not give* 
« a gill of wine, or a tiff of punch, before thq 
€< ele&ion; but it is fit we (hould entertain our 
* c friends handfomely. fome time after it is over, 
« • that the freeholders may fee we do not forget 
*' them, and remember us hereafter accordingly." 
I could not help fmiling at fo ingenious an exposi- 
tion of the ftatute, telling my friend that the 
foundnefs of his law put me in mind of Foigard's 
logick, <c if you receive it before-hand it is a bribe; 
<c but if you take it afterwards, is is only a gratis 
™ fication." 

A few days after, Sir Jocelyn told me, if it was 
a matter of indifference to me which way I might 
ride that morning, he (hould be very glad of my 
company to a village at about eight miles diftance, 
" But I muft quit you at the town's end, fays he, 
cc for I am engaged to dinner, and on particular 
<c bufinefs. We have a Meeting of the Juftices." 
The chief bufinefs of this meeting, it feems, 
was to fign Licences for the Publick Houfes for thq 
year enfuing. This bufinefs was fortunately dif- 
patched before dinner j fortunately, I fay, be* 
caufe their Worihips (hewed themfelves fo fincerely 
well inclined to promote the intereft of thofe, 
yphofe callings they met to authorife, that it 

would 
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would not have been prudent to poftpone an opera- 
tion for which their very zeal might difqualify 
them. . In fliort, after a joyous day, Sir Jocelyn 
rode home rather quicker than he went, and we 
faw no more of him till the next morning. 

In about a week more however he was again 
called forth to a Turnpike Meeting. Sir Jocelyn, 
ever ready to accommodate his friends, and ferve 
the Publick, duly attended > but the road under 
confideration proved fo execrable, and fo many 
difficulties occurred concerning the propofals for 
repairing it, that the Committee fat till midnight^ 
and did not rife till they had debated the matter, 
]ike the antient Germans, both drunk and fober. 

The Races and the Aflizes, being each a kind of 
aflembly of the whole county, it was impoffible for 
the Baronet and his family to be abfent from either. 
On two different days of the Races were entered two 
horfes belonging to Sir Jocelyn. Both ftarted, but 
their fortune was as various as their colours. The 
firft day, his bald-faced grey horf&, North, won 
the odds againft the field, carried off the King's 
Plate, and was vi&orious ; but on the fecond day 
bis brown horfe, Orator, took ruft, ran out of the 
^ourfe, and was diftanced. Sir Jocelyn and his 
friends,' after jthe example of the Ancients, celebrated 

one 
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one of thefe events, and lamented the other, 
exa&ly m the fame manner. The flowing bowls 
were crowned again and again . in honour of the 
winner, and the cup of affli&ion ran over inforrow 
for the lofer. 

At the Aflizes, Sir Jocelyn was Foreman of the 
Grand Jury. So many bills were prefented, that 
the feveral members of the Inqueft, exhaufted by 
their uncommon fatigue, required a more than or- 
dinary recruit. It is no wonder therefore that* 
having duly difpatched in fober fadnefs the bufmefs 
of the nation, the honeft country gentlemen relaxed 
their gravity, and converting their folemn afTembly 
to a merry meeting, protra£ted their fitting after 
fupper till daylight. 

An pld boon companion of my acquaintance ufed 
to fay, that getting tipfy was one of the pleafanteft 
things in the world, but that nothing was fo 
irkfome and painful than its neceflary confequence, 
getting fober again. This was exa&ly the cafe 
with Sir Jocelyn. The text of every evening was 
mirth and jollity, but the comment of the mor- 
row-morning was for row and ficknefs. The 
hunting feafon commenced fome little time before 
I departed. Every hare or fox that had been killed 
in the morning, was revived at night, and again 

run 
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run down in full cry. The exercife of the chafe 
was lefs laborious than the feftivity of the evening* 
Politicks took their turn alfo. America was floated 
with lakes of claret, and the blockade of Boftoa 
caufed many an head-ach. On one of thefe oc- 
cafions, feeing my worthy friend in much pain* 
I could not refrain from a fhortand affectionate ex-" 
poftulation, regretting that an excellent under* 
{landing fhould be drowned in liquor, and the 
beft of. men rendered a martyr to his own hofpi- 
tality and benevolence. <c Ah, my dear friend, 
c< faid Sir Jocelyn, with his hand prefled upon his 
w temples, you Town Gentlemen imagine that we 
" lead very quiet, idle, lives in the Country : but 
" take my word for it, that it requires a vejy good 
ic eftate, and a very good conftitution, to fupport, 
«' as one ought to do, the cHarafter of a Country 
«* Gentleman." 



Th* 
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Xtefpicere exemplar vita morumqae jubebo 

DcQum imitator em> et vera* bine dueere voces* Hot. 

On Nature's pattern too Til bid turn look, 
And copy Manners from her living book* 

Oilman s Art of PoUry* 

To /£* GENTLEMAN. 
SIR, 

SINCE you haVfe announced your arrival in 
town, I hope you intend to demonftrate by 
fome future papers, that you are a frequenter of 
the 1 beatre. I love the Playhoufe, and am one of 
thofe plain folks that dine early enough to attend 
the riling of the curtain. I do not fit down to table 
at fix, prolong the laft courfe till eight or nine, 
and then perhaps crack my head with cracking a 
bottle, or rattling a dice-box, till eight or nine the 
next morning. I hope therefore, fince with the 

bulk 
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bulk of my countrymen, I take an intereft in thefe 
entertainments, that you will, like your predeceffor- 
eflayifts, gratify us with fome found criticifms on 
the Drama : found criticifms, I fay j no flimfy pa* 
xiegyrick, or grofs abufe, praiiing or reviling one 
writer or performer for the purpofe of raifing or 
debafing another; but tracing and enforcing the 
real principles of the Drama ; and if examples, for 
the fake of illuftration, muft now and then be given, 
give them from the Claffick Dead ! for praife or 
cenfure of the Living is commonly naiifeous, com- 
monly fufpicious. The Dead too (no offence to 
the prefent generation !) are our more intimate ac- 
quaintance* 

I do not mean however to depreciate the talent* 
of the Living, No Sir, you will find that the main 
fcope of this letter is to encourage cotemporary 
merit, and -to reprefs the petulance, and expofe 
the futility, of common-place criticifm. Writers, 
who endeavour to effeft their purpofe by methods 
merely mechanical, are juftly denied the Palm of 
Genius. ' Ought Criticks then to comment by line 
and rule, and to decide by a receipt f If Criticifm 
be the handmaid of the Mufe, fhe might furely 
catch fomething of her air and fpirit, rather than 
rip up the caft cloaths of her miftrefs, at once to 

fteal 
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fteai the pattern, and find fault with the fafhion* 
In a word, her labours fliould be dircfled to pro-* 
jpaote the arts, rather than to difhearten the pro* 
feflbrs ; and though k muft naturally fall out that 
more Can fee and read than thofe who write, and 
paint, &c» yet fince they who ha2ard their obfer- 
yations in publick, in fome meafure become artifH 
themfelves, they ihould take care to found thofe 
cbfervations on the bafis of candour, tafte, and 
good fenfe* At prefcnt the prefs fwarms with 
Criticks. A loufe) fay the natural ifts, is a very 
k>ufy animal ; and there is not a loufy author itl 
town, efpecially a Dramatick Author, that has not 
' fifty loufy Criticks on his back. Thefe Mood- 
fuckers have no doubutheir nfe, and may ferve to 
correct the too fanguine imagination of an author : 
But I beg leave to mention a few inftances* 
therein I think tbey contribute to weaken and to 
impoverifh genius* 

The firft canon of Modern Critfcifrrr (and 
indeed it has been a favourite topick ever fince the 
Flood) i? the degeneracy of the prefent age. Tlri* 
is the grand aera- of Dulncfs : Genius, they ery, is 
extindt. Shakcfpeare, Jonfon, and Fletcher; 
Wycherly, Congreve, and Vanbrugft, are no more ! 
•■^True 5 and the prefent writers, fuch as they aire, 
I will 
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.will hereafter at leaft have that claim to applaufe. 
They will be no more. — But a good Play, fay the 
Criticks, is fo fcarce, fo very fcarce a commodity ! 
-^Granted. When was it otherwife ? Allowing 
for a moment, that every old piece in Dodfley's 
Collection is excellent, how few are fuch pieces to 
thofe which were then written and exhibited, whofc 
wit and fpirit has not been fufficient to keep thein 
fweet, and alive, for the delight and entertainmentof 
the prefent generation ! From the days of iEfchylus 
to yefterday, few writers have been equal to the hard 
talk of a good Tragedy ; to write a Comedy is a 
ferious matter ; and even an excellent Farce- 
monger (fays Diderot) is no ordinary character. I 
have looked upon the Stage fona long, long feries 
of time, and without flattery to the prefent race of 
Dramatifts, I will venture to pronounce that the 
laft five and twenty years, or thereabouts, have 
produced more plays likely to defcend to pofterity, 
than the five and twenty immediately preceding, I 
do not mean to pay my court to any particular 
author ; I have thrown the compliment among 
them, and let each of them take as much of it as 
he may think falls to his {hare. 

To point out antique merit to the Moderns, as 
an object; of emulation, is wife and laudable 5 but 

to 
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to fet it Up, like the gallows* to terrify and gibbef 
poor culprits, that venture on the high road of 
letters, is impel i tick and ungenerous. Compari- 
fons are commonly invidious, yet there are a kind 
of companions ftill more odious than thofe between 
the Antients and Moderns—I mean thofe drawn 
between Moderns and Moderns/ Wits, as well as 
Beauties, are naturally fond of pulling caps, and 
mangling the reputations of each other. But 
fhall the fober Critick, who ought to keep down 
their vanity, and quell their arrogance, fhall He % 
as it were ex cathedra^ give ' a fan&ion to their 
fquabbles, or throw additional weight into that 
fcale, wm'ch fuccefs and felf- conceit have perhaps 
already made too heavy? Let every fuccefsful 
writer triumph in his turn, yet do not chain his 
fellow-authors to the wheels of his chariot ; but 
rather let it be the office of a Critick, like the Have 
of the Antients, to bid him remember that he is 
mortal. 

But the molt offenfive weapon of Modern Cri- 
ticifm is fome reigning word, with which every 
literary Rifleman arms himfelf, and does dreadftrl 
execution. The two leading monofyllables of the 
Houfe of Commons are not more powerful than 

fuch a wordy be it what it may, while it remains 

formidable 
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formidable by being in fafhion. I am old enough 
to remember when the word Low was this 
Scare-cr«w« Genteel Comedy, and the politeji 
Literature, were 'in univerfal requeft ; and every 
writer who attempted to be comic k y dreaded 
the imputation of buffoonery. If a piece had 
ftrong humour— ^Oh > Sir, it's damned low! — was 
its fentence of condemnation. At length, how- 
ever, the word Low has been reftored to favour, 
and the term Sentiment in its turn has fallen into 
difgrace. " To anatomife a chara&er, and fee 
what breeds about the heart," had formerly its 
merit ; but now this difTe&ion of the human 
mind has loft its advocates and admirers : Senti~ 
mental fluff is the phrafe j and he who dares to 
approve a fcene, where the courfe of the ftory ap- 
parently, leads the author to exhibit Paffipn rather 
than Humour, is condemned for an old-faihioned 
dunce and a coxcomb. Grofs drolleries, or dull 
moralities, (moralities let me call them!) are 
equally reprehenfible : but Humour is not to be 
cenfured merely becaufe it is low, nor fentiment to 
be baniftied when it feems to exhibit the workings 
of the heart. With the Ancient Criticks, the 
Manners and Sentiments, held an equal rank in the 
Vol. I P Drama: 
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I>rama : each alike excellent, while they wear 
each alike chara&eriftick. 

After fuch a free cenfare of the modern coinage 
of cant terms in the Critical Vocabulary*, if I | 

might be allowed to give currency to a word, 
I would endeavour to renew one, that is- as old as 
the creation— Nature !— -the fteriing bullion of 
Nature I— Let the Crrticks ceafe to enquire 
whether the Humour be /w, or die fiecejentimentai^ 
let them examine whether it be natural ! But let 
the admirer and imitator of Nature alfo beon his 
guard, not to fall into infipidity, or to indulge 
the minute touches of a Dutch pencil. Let youp 
outline be bold, tho' nmple; and fill it as richly, 
and colour it as highly, as you pleafe ; always 
'taking care to avoid extravaganza, and cc to hold, 
as it were, the Mirror up to Nature /" This is 
no curb upon the imagination. Caliban is as na- 
tural as Hamlet. 

Cohipofition and Criticifm are fo nearly allied, 
that in making ftriflures upon one I have been be- 
trayed almoft unawares into fpeaking of the other* 
Narrownefs in each, mannerijls in Writing and 
mannerijh \ti criticifm, are equally my averfion. 
The Wretched fellow, that could paint nothing but 
a rofe, was not in my opinion more contemptible, 

than 
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than the ctrckow who can repeat nothing bat 
hnv or fentimtntat. The wixfc field of Nature gives* 
/copt for that variety, which ever diftmguiftes an 
ara of genias. Never was there a period, wherefc* 
excellent authors flouiifhed, but their federal 
mariners were as different as their faces \ nay, a 
good author poffefles a versatility of talent, not et&f 
keeping him above the fervile imitation of others, 
but enabling him in great meafure to vary from 
himfelf. Yet there is another vice of Criticks, 
which I forgot to mention before. I mean their 
perpetually recurring to every writer's firft pro- 
duction, and fettling it as the ftandard of his 
genius, as if they dreaded his cultivating more than 
one fpot of Parnaffus. To compare a man with 
himfelf, difadvantageoufly too, is of all compa- 
risons the mod mortifying : but mortification is no 
more the main bufinefs of the Critick, than torture 
fhould be the ftudy of the Surgeon, tho' fome 
pain will of neceffity follow both their operations. 
To conclude, Sir, while I recommend the Drama 
to your notice, I mean to warn you from falling 
into the vulgar errors of ordinary commentators. 
And I hope you will take warning. But if you go 
on, gingling the bells of Panegyrick, or wading 
through the mire of Abiife, in the beaten track of 

P 2 Modem 
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Modern Criticifm, I wifh that your remarks may 
perifh, as fpeedily as the lie of the day, with which 
they appear.; and that your Efiays may be configned 
to oblivion, with the News-papers in which they 
are printed. 

In hopes of better things from your candour and 
difcernment* I remain your old friend, and old 
correfpondent, 

The BLACKGUARD. 
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The following Letter , though written by another 
hand 9 and without the privity of TerR-«e- 
Fjlius, is yet prefixt to his papers now repub- 
lijhedy as an Introduction, or Jhort Preface^ 
conveying ajuji idea of the Defign of the Author 9 
,and the Nature of the Undertaking. 



'To the Printer of the St. James's Chronicle. 

SIR, 

AS the Terrjb-Fiuus is to be areviv'd at the 
Encjenia- now held at Oxford, the follow- 
ing explanation of that chara&er may be agreeable 
to fame of your readers. 

Teriue-Filius is a ftudent who writes a fatyr 
Wpon the members of the Univerfity during the 
•Feftival, and taxes them with any faux jw, or irre- 
gularities, they may have committed \ a fort of a 
licenfedPafquin for the time. He takes his tide 
from the old Roman phrafe Terrje-Fiuus, which 
,among them figpified an obfeure or unknown ,per- 
ibn; it rieither being proper nor advifeable that the 
author. of the^cenfures ufually thrown out under 
this charadter ihould be publickly known. It is 
^confidently reported, the celebrated Mr. C. C-— 11 
is gone down to ^ffift therein. 

P4 As 
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As the word Enc^nia alfo may probably puzzle 
the unlettered part of your readers, it will not be 
amifstoinform them,that it fignifies an Anniversary 
Feast, held by the Primitive Chrifl;ians in comme- 
moration of the day on which their Churches were, 
founded, and finceu fed to denote any Annual Feftival. 
The money out of which the expences of the prefent 
Encjenia at Oxford are to be defrayed, was origi- 
, nally left, if I miftake not, tp New College, by 
their generous benefactor Lord Crew, and was for- 
merly laid but in what is called a Gaudy, from the 
Latin word Gaudeo, to rejoice, that is to fay, /pent in 
eating and drinking. But forthefe thirteen years paft, 
the College, with a difintereftednefs which does 
them thehigheft Honour, havebeftowed the Legacy 
on theUniverfity, to be by them laid out in defraying 
the expences of an Annual Mufical Entertainment, 
dr fuch Other Celebrity as fhall be likely to render tKe 
Univerfity famous, and increafe the number of its 
Patrons, by drawing a concourfe of Gentry and 
Nobility there, who are always complimented on 
thefe occafions with Academical Honours fultable 
to their Rank. The Feftivities of this year derive 
additional luftre from the Inftallation of their 
Chancellor, the Right Hon. the Earl of Litchfield. 

.Temple, £. T, 

July 4, 1763; 



I ■ . I ■ ■ — — 

I \ 



TERRJE-FILIUS. 

9 

NUMBER I. 
Tuefday, July 5, 1763. 



Audire, atque Togam jubeo com pone re, quifqun 

Ambition* mala, aut argenti pallet amorc j 

Quifquis luxuria, triftive fuperftitioae, 

Aut alio mentis ntorbo calet : hue, frofiut me f 

Dum doceo infanire omnes, <vtt or dine aditej Ham. . * 

Hear ally I charge you, of this learned Town, 
Hear, and with rev'rence fold your Claffick Gown I 
Whether a Piieft of lufcious difpofition, 
Or, Layman overrun by Superftition, 
What'er difeafe inflames your minds, draw nx>ar, 
"With rev'rence fold your Qlaflkk Gowns, and hear ! 
Ambitious avaricious,. gay, or fad, 
All to a man, my text is, all ftark mad I 

TO all whom it may concern, I the great 
TERRiE-FILItTS, the redoubted Acade- 
mical Satyrift, the terror of old and young, male 
and female, graduates and undergraduates, gownf- 
men and townfmen, matriculated and unmatri- 
culated, fend greeting. I am come, Ladies and 

Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, according to ancient cuftom, to be 
one of the principal Adors in the Celebrities of the 
prefent Term* You have heard, without doubt, of 
the noble exploits of my predeceflbrs, thofe bold 
aflertors of the Freedom of Speech, and the Li- 
berty of the Prefs. Though the degeneracy of the 
times, and the numberlefs innovations in the 
ancient cuftoms and ufages of the Univerfity wiU 
not permit me, after the manner of my anceftors, 
to enter the Theatre, and pour forth die torrent 
of my Family Eloquence from the Roftrum, yet 
I am refolved, not to be put to filence. My 
tvifdom Jhall cry -aloud in thejlreets^ though no man re- 
garded it. I will erefl my temporary Stage, like 
the itinerant praftitioners in phyfick, in the high- 
way ; I will make a fpeech without doors* If I am 
forbid to mount the regular Pulpit, I do not doubt 
of having as numerous followers as other Field- 
Preachers. I am determined, at all events, to 
maintain the Honour, and affert the Privileges of 
xny family ; and make no doubt of being able to 
prove myfelf a Chip of the Old Block. 

The method I have taken of announcing my 
intentions, by Advertifements in the London 
Papers, and Oxford Journal has, I find, created 
the utmoft confternation among all Tanks and 

degrees 
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degrees of people in this famous Town and 
Univerfity. ,The Mayor and Corporation, I am 
informed were firfl: feifed with the pannick fit, and 
held a council extraordinary on this occafion $ 
when it was taken into confideration, whether 
they fhould put me intp the Stocks, fend me to 
the Houfe of Correction, or bind me over to appear 
at the next Quarter Seffions, At length how-. 
ever it was held to be an Univerfity-Bufinefs, and 
to fall more properly under the cognifance of the 
Houfe of Convocation. From the Body Corporate, 
therefore my caufe was removed, by a new kind of 
Certiorari* to the Body Academical. The Right 
Honourable the Chancellor, I am told, is alarmed, 
and thinks of ifluing a formal prohibition. The 
Learned and Reverend the Vice-Chancellor, I hear," 
has declared that he will not grant his Imprimatur 
to my Works : and the wife heads in Golgotha 
have laid their Sculls together about me and my 
paper. That formidable lawyer, and learned 
gentleman, the Venetian Profeflor, it is confi- 
dently aflerted, is confulting the Archives, to pre* 
pare a Solemn Lecture on the two tremendous 
Statutes Dt Contumeliis Compefcetutis, and DeFamofis 
Liiillis. The Puhlick Orator, they fay, is drawing 
MP an Harangue in the ftyle and ipirit of gunufqu* 

tandem ? 
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tandem ? and the Poetry Profeflbr is writing a' 
Poem againft me. It is further added, that the 
name of Terrjb-Filius himfelf, as foon as it is 
certainly known, will be regiftered in the Black 
Book ; and he himfelf, like mod of his fore-fathers, 
will be publickly expelled :— That his poor printer 
will be trained after a Beadle, as big as Pope 
Beaver, into the Vice-Chancellor's Court, and in 
fpite of the Statute D* Privilegiis Urbis et Univer- 
fitatis fimul nan fruendis, have the honour of an 
Academical Minimus to the Caftle or Bocardo* 

Some few, however, who fancy that they fee 
deeper than the furface, and that they have more 
penetration than their neighbours, affe& to know 
me and my intentions better. The dreadful found 
of the name 1 have afiurned, which has alarmed the 
vulgar, as that of Raw- head-and-Hosdy- bene* ferves 
as a bug- bear for children, thefe confident gen-' 
tlemen affect to confider as a mere fcare-crow 
fet up to fright the few {hallow daws and chattering. 
pies of the Univerfity, while my words, however 
big and fondrous, are as innocent as the noife of a 
cherry-clapper. They affed to laugh at thofe who 
have conceived horrible ideas of me, and cry out, 
when they hear that Terrje-Fjlius is coming, 
thit. there is a Han in the way. .Terrje-Filius, 

4 ttej 
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they pretend, is not that tremendous animal he 
was wont to be. Lion as he is, he has filed 
his teeth, and pared his claws, and though he may 
venture to lift up his voice, and make the widt 
forejl tremble at his roar, yet like Shakefpear's 
Lion, he will roar as gently as any nightingale. 

Be this as it may, whether I fhall prove myfelf 
a Literary Hornet, a downright Academical Wafp, 
or merely an innocent Humble-bee^ with a fmall 
fting by way of defence, or melius turn tangerc, in 
my tail ; whether my ftyle will be more agreeable 
to the genius of our modern Encjenia, or the old 
Saturnalia ; whether I fhall pour forth from my 
' fmall cruet of wit and humour the oilof Panegyrick, 
•r the vinegar of Inve&ive and Satire ; in what- 
ever manner I may write or fpeak ; ftill, Gentle- 
men, I mud infill on it, that I have a natural, 
an uncontrovertible right to appear at thefe 
Solemnities, a right eftablifhed by the ancient forms 
of the Univerfity, and recognifed by the Statutes, 
The celebrities appendant and appurtenant to the 
Aft-Term* every man muft acknowledge, would be 
imperfedt without the ad million of fuch a chara&er 
as that I have undertaken to fuftain ; a chara&er as 
jieceffary to enliven the gravity of folemn convo- 
cations, formal procelEojis, long harangues, dull 

difputations, 



%vi TERRiE.FIL.IUS. N* I. 

difputations, and oratorios mojt mufical, moji me- 
lancholy^ as the introduction of the Fool among 
the perfonages of the Old Comedy, or that 
merry gentleman Matter Punch among the wooden 
Kings and Queens at a Puppet-Shew. It is 
the peculiar nature alfo of feafons of feftivity, to 
ftrike out fallies of Wit, and indulge ftrokes of 
Satire, which give no more annoyance to the ge- 
neral irterrimfent, than illuminations and fireworks 
on a night of rejoicing, though perhaps feme 
queer old gentleman may be alarmed at the crackers 
bouncing about his ears, the ferpents hiffing at his 
tail, or a fquib whizzing in his periwig. 

In an age lefs productive of innovations than 
the prefent, I fhould indeed be furprized that when 
the Celebration of the Peace has cccafioned a kind 
of Publick jttt, no perfon, properly qualified fhould 
be called upon by the Heads of the Univerfity to'/ 
officiate in the capacity of Terrje-Filius in the 
Theatre; or at lead if fo eflential a Perfonage 
as TERR-ffi-FiLius fhould be by our Academical 
Licenfers and Chamberlains filenced and forbid to 
appear on the fcene,. I am ftill more furprized that 
the chara&er of Publick Orator alfo fhould not be 
wiped out of the Draniatis Perfona. His rattling 
Eloquence and my Sprightlinefs, (or, if you pleafe 

to 
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to call it fo, Impertinence) fhould accompany one 
another as naturally as thunder and lightning. To 
have all praife and no fatire, all fweet and no 
four, is to make your punch without lemon. The 
province of Publicfc Orator, we know by experience,. 
is wholly Panegyrick ;. that is (the cafe of the 
prefent company always excepted) to fay every 
thing of a man but the truth ; whereas the very 
nature and fpirit of my office demands, that al- 
though the truth fhould not be told at all times, 
yet at this particular feafon, I may tell the truth,; 
the whole truth, and fometimes perhaps, a little 
more than the truth, ; and though truth in general 
is well known to be at the bottom of the well, yet 
on thefe occafions, it may be pumped up, be the 
Springs ever fo foul and fnuddy, till it runs clear, 
and dealt out among you by pails and buckets full*' 
The Reverend Dr. Brown, a worthy member 
and llluftrious drnament of a Sifter Univerfity, in 
a differtation lately publifhed, wherein he has 
drawn all the rudiments of pplitenefs from favages, 
and fliewn us that the Tree of Knowledge ori- 
ginally took root in the foil of ignorance; the 
learned Doflor > I fay, Gentlemen, has proved 
almoft to a logical, if not a mathematical demon- 
stration, that Satire and Comedy, as well as Ode 
a»d Tragedy, owe their birth to the folemnizatioi* 

of 
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©f that elegant Indian celebrity, the favage Song* 
Feaji, where every man had a licence to make free with 
another, and to throw out jefts and gibes upon his 
neighbour. Since therefore the Publick Orator ad- 
heres to his imitation of the great Prototypes of 
fublime Panegyrick, {hall not Terr^-Fiuus be 
permitted to follow up the Originals of familiar 
Sarcafm ? Shall we, Ladies and Gentlemen, be 
kfs liberal and open-hearted in our mirth than the 
Cherokees and the Catabaws ? Shall we be ex- 
ceeded in politenefs by the Six Nations ? And fhall 
the favages on the Ohio and Miffifippi indulge 
themfelvesin more truly-claflical feftivities, or ele- 
gant railleries, than the polite feholars oh the 
banks of the Ifis ? 

If we defcend to later times, or examine the 
cuftom of more polilhed ages, we fhall find that at 
all feafons of feftivity and rejoicing, peculiar 
freedoms are allowed ; nay that even fome mixture 
of terror is often introduced, in order, as may be 
fuppofed, to give a higher relifli to the other 
portions of the Celebrity. The Spanifh bull-fea/ts, 
and old Engltfh tilts and tournaments are of this 
nature; or to confine my. illuftrations entirely 
within the limits of our own times and nation, and 
to (hew we love a little horfe-radifh with our roaft- 
beef, what do you think, Gentlemen and Ladies, 

• of 
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of the Champion at a Coronation ? Is not a 
doughty knight, armed cap- a- pee, prancing in 
upon a milk white palfrey, by found of trumpet 
and jbeat of drum, and throwing his gauntlet in 
defiance, a moft tremendous apparition i He makes 
his entrance too during the peaceful ceremonial of 
Dinner-time, yet I never heard that he frightened 
away the ftomach of the mod delicate Lord or 
Lady, or infufed terror into any of the worfhipful 
Aldermen* — -Do not let Terr-S-Filius difturb 
your Gaudies > Gentlemen ! ' 

Suffer me, then, Ladies and Gentlemen, in like 
manner, at this feafon of general feftivity, armed v 
at all points, with all the accoutrements of the Old 
Terrje-FilXus, and mounted on a high-bred 
Pegafus, to make my ufual cavalcade among you* ' 
You, who have fhewn yourfelves willing to afford 
general encouragement, who have committed your 
eyes to the care of Chevalier Taylor, and your 
tongues to Profejfor Sheridan ; you, who have 
given a hofpitable reception to Drybutter on the 
Glaffes, and Maddox on the Wire ; you, who have 
welcomed the arrival of the Fire-Eater, and the 
Giant, and the Dwarf, and the Hermaphrodite ; 
you, who have with infinite propriety circulated 
papers, propofing to honour that accomplished 

Vol. I. Q. Matter 
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Mafter of L$gerdet*ain> Highman Palatine, the 
High*Ge*man Artist, with the degree of 
Master of Arts ; receive your old acquaintance 
Terrje-Filius ! inveft him with all the dignities, 
privileges, and immunities of his Office ; let the 
javelin-men in rufty green, and the two cracked 
trumpets precede him, as they do the Judges of 
Affize* aid let none but acknowledged felons and 
fore-doomed convi&s be afraid of the confequences 
of our opening our Cbmmiffion of Oyer and Sfirr- 
miner. 

^ 

Let fuch delinquents however, and fuch it 
feems there are, let fuch I fay, tremble ! My arm 
is raifed, the fcourge is in my hand) and confidence 
(which, according to Swift, is a pair of breeches*} 
lays them bare before me. Let all, to whom the 
lines which ftand at the head of this paper, are any 
way applicable, prepare to be arraigned for their 
crimes and mifdemeanors, and receive fentence^rd 
cvnfcicntia accordingly- I will not now tranfcribe 
& tranflation of my Motto from Francis or Creech* 
©r after the newfangled fafhion of modern wit$ y 
give a new one of my own, adapted to modern 
manners;* but I rather chufe to enforceand illuftrate 

the 
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the alarming words of the Roman Satirift* by the 
following ftill more tremendous Quotation from 
Shakefyeare. 

.*** — b — _*. Tremble, thou Wretch, 
That haft within thee ttndivulged Crimes, 
Unwhipt of Jaftice ! Hide thee, thou bloody Hand ; 
Thou Perjure, and thou Simular of Virtue, 
That art inceftuous : Caitiff, fhake to Pieces, 
That under Covert and«convenient Teeming, 
Haft pra&is'd on Man's Life ! Clofe pent-up 'Guilts, 
Rive your concealing Continents, and afk 
This dreadful Summoner Grace ! King Lear. 

The regular difpatch of bufinefs, and the foleran 
adminiftration of juftice muft however, be deferred 
till to-morrow; To-day the edge of j>ur Satire, 
like the ax before the condemnation of a State- 
Prifoner, fliallbe turned away from the criminal. 
In the mean while, for the next twenty-four hours, 
let the Univerfity be at reft ! let the tea-giving 
Belles of this town, who have danglers in fquare 
caps and hanging fleeves, whs koaji the triumph of 
a lettered hearty not put the pit-a-pat-ation of their 
dear little bofoms into a flutter I Let the rofy 
Doctors and my good Majiers in every Common- 
Room fleep in peace, till their next neighbour 
informs them that the bottle is at their elbow! 
Let them fmoke their pipes in fecurity ! Let 

Q.2 N not 
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not pale faces turn red, nor red faces turn pair! 
To-day (fuch is my refpeft for the Anniverlary of 
the Commemoration) I will not difturb even 
the tranquillity pf a Pot-houfe ! Let the young 
Smarts, and Bucks, and Bloods of the Univerfity 
lay afide their apprehenfions for to-day ! I will 
not difcompofe their drefs by remarking on an 
unftatutable Waiftcoat or the want of a Band, or 
attempt to put their Hair out of Kidney. I will 
Hot, like an unmannerly Dean or Cenfor of a 
College, break in upon them to interrupt the 
evening's amufement of Cards or Dice, the briflc 
circulation of Toafts, or the merry merry round 
of Catches at their rooms; nor attempt to take 
them, like the Pro&or, over a late bottle at the 
Coffee-houfe. I will not, like another Great 
Tom, toll them into College with a hundred fober 
hum-drum Mementoes, that it is pa/l nine o' Clock; 
nor will I lay open the myfteries of their Scenes 
Of Merriment in London, Woodftock, and Lady- 
grove : and if I fine them for their irregula- 
rities, ,it fhall be in a much more moderate fum 
than Forty Shillings, or any other Sconce impofed 
by the Proflors. The Price of my Papers, Gen- 
tlemen, is no more than Sixpence apiece* 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
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Quis . novus blfi nofirit fuceejit feiibui koff/s t Vl ft g i vi 

Who is he f what's his name ? a ftranger gueft ! 
Comes he in ferious earncft, or in jeft ! 

Ladies and Gkntlbmen. 

OF all th£ Literary Commbdities s which are 
fit prefent brought to market, there is not 
one which produces half fo large a demand, or fuch 
a quick fale as SCANDAL, Formerly the fweet 
flowers of Poetry, like Myrtle or Orange Trees in 
Pots, were the chief ornaments of a Bookfeller's 
Window, and fold as well as Rofes and Hyacinths 
at Covcnt-Garden ; but now every bud and blofTom 
of Helicon, every fruit and flower of Poetry, every 
fhrub of ParnaiTus is an unprofitable weed, unlefs 

it 
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it be as bitter as Wormwood, or'Coloquintida. 
Heavy Treatifes, Moral Difcourfes, and dull 
Diflertations, were once as greatly in requeft as 
beef at Leaden-hall ; and Religion and Philofophy 
were as fixt ftaple commodities as corn at Bear- 
Key. Law, in white Cajf- dp n, while there were any 
Students in the profeffion, fold at as high rates in 
the purlieus of the Temple or Lincoln^ Inn, as 
the Calf itfelf in Smithfield » and till the poking 
over mufty Parchments was exploded in the Inns of 
Court, the Sheep-fkin was almond as valuable a* 
the Sheep, It was eafy alfo for the Manufacturers 
of Syftems and Paradoxes to drive a kind of con r 
traband trade in Deifcn, Infidelity, and fuch other 
Hardware ; and little Dablers in Ink often mad? 
fuecefsful cruifes in fmuggling Prophanenefs an4 
Bawdry. In a word, every common Pedlar ifc a 
Magazine was thought to have forne curious 
Trinket in his Pack ; and the loweft Hawker was 
fure to make a dinner on a Bloody Murder, or 
the King's Speech, 

Thefe times, wherein the great Mart of Letters, 
was in fuch a fiourifairig iituation, were indeed 
glorious ! but now, to the unfpeakable detriment of 
Trading Authors of almoft every denomination, 
Literary Property is reduced to a~ very narrow 

Q^ 4 compafs % 
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compafs ; and the richeft Copyholders not only groan 
under the load of heavy Fines and new Impo- 
sitions, but «fee their moft valuable PofTeffions 
perifhing under their hands, or in fpite of every 
fence of Law and Equity, invaded by bold tref- 
paflers from Scotland. For many parcels and 
whole bales of goods they have now no vent. No 
performance can promife itfelf a great run that 
Js not highly feafoned with Abufe j and the nearer 
a Writer approaches to unqueftionable Libel, and 
the moft open Scandalum Magnatum % the more 
his Work will be read. If a fmart piece of Satire 
is thought to have occafioned a duel, though it is 
doubtful whether the piftols of the combatants 
ever were more than upon half-cock, the paper 
will run off like wild-fire. An information in the 
KingVBench, or a vifit from a King's Meflenger 
will carry off a dozen impreflions - y and if the 
Author Hands in the Pillory, or is committed to 
Newgate, or ferit to the Tower, the fortune of 
the Bookfeller is made for ever. 

It is plain therefore, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
from thefe and many other confiderations, which 
I have duly weighed and deliberated, that Scandaj. 
is the moft profitable commodity which a Writer 
can deal in,, being that to which Headers give 

, the 
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the moft encouragement. Scandal-mongers, like 
Fi(h«mongers, may put what price they pleafe on 
their goods, and be fure to have them all bought 
off their hands, provided they will take care to 
fupply their cuftomers frelh and fre(h. This 
therefore is to give Notice, that I, TERR-ffi-FiLius f 
at the Univerfity-Scandal -Office in Oxford, have 
determined to open a (hop in the High-Street, 
during the Encjenia ; and thdugh all will be 
accounted fi(h that comes to my net, yet to avoid 
creating a glut, which might make my (lock too 
cheap, I (hall, like the reft of my honeji fraternity t 
throw away the fmall Fry, and offer you nothing 
but the very Prime of the Market ; and I can 
affure you, Ladies and Gentlemen, that I have fe- 
yeral odd Fijb, and fuch as were never exhibited to 
fale before, which are juft brought to town by 
Land Carriage. 

I have already received, in confequence of my 
late requeft by publick advertifement, feveral very 
curious and entertaining anecdotes concerning 
fome of the moft eminent Perfonages attending the 
prefent Celebrity, aliens and vifiters, as well as 
inhabitants and members of Colleges, with many 
of which, the names of the parties printed at 
full length, I propofe to oblige my Readers ; 

refer v ins 
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jeferving the reft to enrich the two Volumes of my 
College dtalaritih Subscriptions to which pour in 
a-pace, abundantly more than fufficient to defray 
the expence of any Profecutions which my Papers 
inay incur, or to carry on fuch a&ions as I 
igay think neceffary to maintain, in vindication 
of the Freedom of the Subject, and the Liberty 
of the Prefs. 

But while I am thus employed in collecting 
materials for Secret Hiftory, and pufhing as far 
as poflible my refearches into the chara$ers of 
others, you, I find, Ladies and Gentlemen, are 
equally afliddous in your enquiries after Me. It is 
a well known remark of Addifon, that Readers 
never entertain a true relife for a Performance, 
till they know fomething of the * Author $ as 
whether he is a fair man, or a black man ; a fhort, 
man, or a tall man ; a nobleman, or a gentleman, 
$r a tradefman, . or a highwayman ; a divine, a 
tewyer> or a phyflcian ; high or low; rich o» 
poor : forry am I to be obliged to call in queftion 
the obfervation of fo fine a writer, but I sutft 
' beg leave to infift on it, that till the Book is, 
by forne means or other,— by its Whim fie alnefe, 
its Scurrility, or no matter what— becaiwe the 
ehje& of general notice, nobody cares a farthing 

about 
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about the Writer, Then* indeed, when the 
alarm is given, when Merit has made its wayt 
or when Falhjpn or Caprice have given the nod of 
approbation, then the Hue and Cry goes abroad 
after the Author, — Who ishe ? which is he ? where 
is he ? what fays he ? — This is, and 1*11 be judged 
by Mr. Shandy, — this is, as the Laureat terms it, 

the Honeymoon of Wit, Now Lords afk him to 

dinner ; Ladies take him to Ranelagh ; and Ma- 
nagers give him the Freedom of the Theatre. 
His Name is in every News -paper, and his Face in 
every Print -fbop. If the real Author is not 
known, a fubftitute, as in the cafe of Militia** 
Men, is appointed to ferve in his ftead, which the 
world' runs after with as much eagernefs, as 
Turnus purfues the airy image of JEneas, or ra- 
ther as the Bookfellers purfue the phantom of an 
Author in the Dunciad. 

I had once fome thoughts, in order to gratify 
the reigning paffion for Caricature, of having my 
head cut in wood, and placed at the front of thefe 
papers. At another time I had half forrried a re- 
folution of having my face painted by Haggarty, 
and hung up as a fign, at the door of my Printer. 
But 'finding that majked Balls are coming into 
fafhion, I at laft determined to mix among the 
I croud 
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croud in difguife, with the liberty of other 
Mafqueraders, of attacking every perfon in com- 
pany, in a feigned voice, with the witty Interro- 
gation of Do you know me? t 

Curiofity, however, fs not to be repreft, and 
there are many that will flatter themfelves they fee 
through the difguife. They knew your walk, 
your voice, your air, or fome little peculiarity in 
your manner, or deportment. I have had the 
honour of being miftaken for feveral celebrated 
perfons already, and every man is convinced that 
I am one of his old acquaintance. Some take 
me for that merry fellow^ the facetious Author of 
Ybe Companion to the Guide* and the Guide to the 
Companion ; that lively fpark who {hewed early 
dawnings of a Poetical Genius, and foon proved 
himfclf a fine chopping boy, that would do honour 
to his Alma Mater, when he fung the Triumph* 
tflfis: who not only brings up the rear of Epuctdia 
and Gratulationes with uncommon fpirit, but can 
alfo defcend from the fublimer exercifes of his 
Mufe, to celebrate the Maker of Mutton-Pies^ or 
compofe Odes on Grizzle-Wigs : who, though now 
a grave Tutor, cannot furely, nay fliould not, 
wholly forget his days of pupilage; and though, 
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<« .. .- .. — the Days are come 
" When calm he fmokes in Common -Room, 
" And dines, with B re ail untroubled, under 
" The Pifture of the pious Founder*," 

yet he muft remember the days when his Ale firft 
became- a rival to Phillips's Cyder ; the days 
when he frequented Chrift-Church, and fpent 
his evening at Captain Jolly's. 

Some there are, who fuppofe me to be no other 
than that grave Antiquarian, that Soul of Ail 
Souls, who obliged the world fome years ago with 
a diflertation on the Mallard ; who has fince 
appeared in the (hape of a Decypherer, and wrote 
an Explanation of the Oxford Almanack ; and 
about the fame time, like an expert Gamefter, 
played my cards moft notably at a certain Game of 
All Fours. 

Others take me for that Rattle the Student; 
and others for that Dapperwit the Genius ; and 
fome for both thefe together who have come 
down exprefly from London, like the chairmen 
with their fedans ; or like a pair of oars on the 
Thames in Whitfon-Holydays, have agreed to 
ply together, during the prefent Celebrity on the 
Jfis. Should it be the firft of thefe wags, it is 

pretended 
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pretended that the company may expe& a Sign 
Pofi Exhibitions or that the folemn Oratorios under 
the dire&ioii of Dr. Hayes, the Profeflbr of 
Mufick will be turned into ridicule by a grand 
Burlefque Gde> and a mafked Band from Ranelagh : 
and in cafe it fliould be the other Little TVit^ it 
is fuppofed that, befides threatning the Univerfity 
with a TERR-ffi-FiLius, he means once more 
to convert the Tennis-Court into a Playhoufe, 
and, in defiance of the Statute De ludis prohi- 
litisy to bring down a company of Comedians (fu- 
nambulos et hijlriones) to prefent us with new 
Jealous Wives, and new Polly Honeycombes, 
of his own compofition. 

Some few* who indulge this laft way of thinking, 
are half inclined to fuppofe that Terrje Filiu? 
is the Haymarket Momus, who formerly gave Tea, 
and took off his Tutor and the reft of the Fellows 
at Worcefter- College ; in which honourable So- 
ciety he is acknowledged to be a Founder's Kin y 
of which circumftance perhaps he may one day 
or other claim the benefit, notwithftanding the 
obje&ions raifed in. Dr. Blackftone's learned 
Treatife on Collateral Consanguinity. 

Others again, the minifterial and anti-minif- 
terial Charaders in the Univerfity, whofe ideas 

of 
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Gf Wit and Humour are almoft entirely abforbed 
in Port and Politicks, will have it that I ata 
one or other of the fuppofed Authors of the 
North-Briton ; fince it is generally reported that 
the Reverend Gentleman, having fnapped th6 
laft cord of poor flogarthV heart-firings, will 
come down in his laced hat, like General Churchill, 
or Tiddy-Doll, and being a member of the Uni- 
Verfity of Cambridge, it is taken for granted that 
the, Convocation will take this publick oppor- 
tunity of admitting him ad eundem. At the fame 
time too the News-papers having already in- 
formed us that the Member of Parliament for 
Ajhjbury will be here in his way to Stowe, 
the Squire is hourly expected with a grand retinu* 
of Compofitors, Prefsmen, Devils, and his own 
extempore travelling Prefs from Great George 
Street, Weftminfter. 

Such, it feems, and fo various, are the fen- 
timents of different little cabals in this Town 
*ftd Wniverfity, concerning the real Perfon of 
Terrje-Filius. Whether he be either, or flei* 
ther, or one^ or all of the charafters above^ 
mentioned, time alone muft difcoven He is de- 
termined, like the A&ors among the Antientsj 
to play out bis little Comedy in a Maft, and 

all 
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all the notification which he thinks proper to 
give of himfelf in his prefent Bills, is, that at 
the particular defer e of feveral Perfons of Quality, 
the part of Terrjb-Filius is attempted by a 
Gentleman for mis 6wn Diversion, being the 
firjl time of his appearing in that character.. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Terrje-Filius, willing, as much as in him 
lies, to promote a general obedience to the Pro- 
gramma iffued from the Court of Delegates, 
ordering That, During the time of this Solemnity, all 
Perfons comport Themselves with fuch Sobriety 
and Modejly as may tend to the Reputation and Ho- 
nour of the Univerjity, begs leave to recommend 
the following faithful Extract from the Statute 
of §htales Tutores, &c. to the very ferious Confe- 
deration of the grave and learned Tutors in 
this Uhiverfity. 

** Tutoris etiam muneri incumbit, quoad ea qua 
ipfius oculis quotodie fefe ihgerere neceffe eft (qualia 
funt Veftes, Ocreae, Capillitium, lie.) pupillos 
fuos intra modum a Statutis prafcriptum continere\ 
quern fe ex cejjerint Pupilli, Tutor pto prima, fecundd 
et tertid vice qua deliquiffe Pupillus deprehenfut 
fuerit, fex folidis (i odo denariis mulclabitur : 

quartd 
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quartd vero vice Tutoris munere ipfe inter dictt 
Vice-Cancellarius: 

For the benefit of our Female Readers, and fuch 
Gentlemen as have not got> or have forgot their 
Latin > is fubjoined the following Tranflation. 

" It belongs alfo to the office of Tutor, in 
" regard to thofe things which muft neceflarily 
* c pafs daily under his very nofe (as dlortbs, Boots, 
" Hair, Periwig, fcfc.) to keep his Students 
" dreft in the Fajhion prescribed by the Statutes j 
* c which if the Pupils exceed, the Tutor for 
M the firjl % fecond, and third time in which the 
* c Pupil fhall be found guilty^ Jhall be sconced 
"fix Shillings and Eight-pence ; but the fourth 
" time the Vice-Chancellor fhall put him put 
" of the office of Tutpn'! 
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Thurfday, July 7, 1763. 



SpeBatum vem'unt, veniunt fpefientur ut ■ 0v;»; 

What is't, by coming here, they mean > 
They come to fee, and to be feeiw 

*T*HE reigning paffion of this natron, for fome 
few years paft, feems to have been the love of 
Shews,andSpe£tacles,andFeftivals, and Solemnities, 
During the war, the people betrayed feveral fymp~ 
toms of this rage after fine fights, and many thou- 
sands followed the Camp, as young enfigns often 
take to the army, for the fake of its fplendor and 
gaiety* One week all the vehicles mi England 
and from the coach and fix, or landau with two 
f)Qftilions> down to the on« horfe chaife, and fober 

fu[ky, 
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fiilky, were whirling paflengers along the road 
from all quarters towards Portfmouth* to fee thd 
Fleet aflembled at Spithead ; and the next, the 
fame people were tranfported with the fame rapi- 
dity, by the faitie paifion for a fight and a croud* 
to behold the evolutions and manoeuvres of the re- 
giments of Militia embodied and encamped at 
Winchefter. At the Coronation the tide of 
company from every county in the kingdom flowed* 
like rivers difcharging themfelves into the fea, 
into the metropolis* Laft fummer one would have 
imagined that all the famous witches of Lancashire 
had been, at wofk to draw the whole city of 
London from its foundations, which feemed, like 
Birnam wood going to Dunfinane, to be all moving 
together to Prefton Guild. This fummer> now 
that Oxford is become the fcene wherein the Grand 
Shew is exhibited, and the doors of the Sheldonian 
Theatre are thrown open for almoft a whole weekj 
it is no wonder that London once more empties 
itfelf into this magnificent refervoir* and that all 
tanks and degrees of people are aflembled to fee th* 
dodors in fcarlet, and to attend the Le&ures of 
Terrje-Filius. 

There is not a man on earth, Ladies arid Gen- 
tlemen, who i$ a truer lover of mirth and jollity 
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than myfelf; and I take a moft particular delight 
in the prefent Ekcjenia. It gives me an- uh* 
fpeakable pleafore to fee the new Bunflable-bonnets 
mixt with fquare caps, and a gown and petticoat 
try the fide of a gown and caflbek. I could Hand 
whole hours to fee the white fuftian riding-habits 
and blue fattin-waiftcoats make their entry at Eaft- 
Gate ; and anji tranfported to fee the boot ahd ; 
the balket of all the ftage-cpaches filled with rofin 
and cat-gut, and fiddles, and hautboys, and cla- 
rionets, and french-horhs, and bafs-viols, while 
the infide and outfide of every machine is croudecf 
with the performers, Englilh and Italian, vocal and % 

kiftrumental. Feftivak and Solemnities have, I 
grant, their ufes and advantages; and far be it from 
me to attempt to efafc any of the red-letter days 
from the Oxford Almanack i It muft howtvef^ 
at the fame time be confdued, that fcenes of 
grandeur, and feafon's of celebrity, which ferve 
merely for relaxation to the ftudioiis, and fill th4 j 

intelligent mind with great ideas, often prove only • 
new occafions of idlenefs to the holy-day-making 
tradefmen, and open nothing but the rnouth of the 
ignorant, who ftand agape, gazing with a foolifh 
face of pleafure and aftonilhment. I am not one 
who lament as a difappointment our not having: 
I , fireworks 
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$rewofk$ on occafion of the prefent Peace ; . and 
think that the 40,000. people, affembled laft, week in 
Hyde-park, had fufficient confolation in the review* 
1 am glad indeed to lice Qur Chancellor pre- 
Tiding in perfon, for the firft time,, at a publick 
Solemnity among us, yet do I not wifh for the in- 
ftallation of another to produce more, fpe&acles, 
though as magnificent as what we faw .at the 
iinftallation of Lord Westmorland : and for the 
above rcafons-, as well as for fome others which I 
do not think it prudent or advifable to mention at 
, .prefent, I hope it will be Jong, .very long, before 
rthere is another Coronation ! 

Going along the High-ftreet laft Tiiefday 
;.morning I was obferving, jjot . without a fn$e, 
.one of thofe modern tottQring crazy vehicles,, 
Jialf-poft-chaift, half-chariot, neither one nor, tjie 
'.other, and yet fomething of both, driving toward 
r the Angel Inn-yard,; but turning my eyes from tfie 
carriage to the perfonsj it contained, whom (hould 
I fee, but my good friend Mr. Folio the book* 
feller, near .Su Paul's, and his wife, Mrs. Folio,; 
who at that very inftant happening to dart the 
rays of her bright. eyes in right angles upon me,, 
,fiiQ pulled my Friend Folio Jby the fleeve, who 
ieemed half a-flcep by her fide. Folio no fooner 

R 3 Taw 
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faw me, than he ran his head and neck a yard and 
a half out of the chariot window, and bawled out- 
luftily Mr. — but hold, I muft not tell my 

name, I followed the chariot into the Inn-yard, 
and had the honour of handing out Mrs. Folio. 

The firft ceremonies occasioned by this our un- 
expeded interview being over, and being quietly 
feated in the parlour, Mr. Folio informed me, that 
haying a new edition of a Jeft-Book printing at 
a private prefs in Oxford, he took this oppor- 
tunity of vifiting the Urjiverfity, and giving Mrs. 
Folio an agreeable airing ; after which he enquired 
very cordially after Mr. Fletcher of the Turle, 
Mr. Daniel Prince, and the reft of his brother 
Bookfellers in Oxford, I find too, continued he, 
you have a Terrje-Filius,— a new paper I fup- 
pofe,— pray who is the Author ? Does it make a 
noife? Does it fell? How many do they print? 
Would you be fo kind now, my dear Sir, (taking 
me by the hand and failing) as to aifift me in 
making proper extracts, and ftirnifh me with a few 
occafional paragraphs to fend up to the Ledger, 
and Lloyd's Evening Poft ? To thefe various in- 
terrogations I made no other reply, than enquiring 
after the younger part of the family,— I hope 
Mifs Folio is well. Ma'am,— Very well Sir, I 
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thank you, faid Mrs. Folio ; we had fome thoughts 
.of bringing her down with us, but my fpoufe 
had fucu a quantity of things to put into the 
chariot* that 'we could not .eafily £xoud three on us 
into it : fo I have left Polly in our lodgings At 
Iflington Spa, and there, you Jcnow, Qie can't be 
sinked for want of jCompany,r--and if fhe pleaXe?, 
ihe may go to the Wells every night. — And how 
Joes young Mr, Folio do ? — What ! Bonus ! fays 
J\lr. Folio, Bonus is entered in one of the col- 
Jeges— He has left St. Paxil's School, and is a 
.brother gownfman of your's ; at which words he 
rung the bell, and on the appearance of tfcc 

waiter, difpatqhed him .to — — College for 
young Matter Folio, defiring his company with 
ibme particular Friends at the Angel, 

Till -the return of the Meflenger Mr. Folio, 
£fter having difpatched another waiter to the barber's 
with his wig, amufed himfelf with unpacking fome 
parcels and valizes, which, it feems, were what 
<had filled up Mifs Foijo's place in the chariot. 
The firft Jie unfolded* he informed me were fome 
iheets of a new work of his own writing, which 
4>e propofed to publifli early in the enfuing winter. 
He preft me very hard to read fome particular 
.parages* which I evaded, pleading want .of tinje 

R 4 and 
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and leifure to give it due attention in the prefenf 
hurry and diflipatipn of the place.— Come, come, 
fays he, I know you Gentlemen that write don't 
approve of us in the trade pretending to publifh 
books of our owa— but we have fame good hands 
among us, I can tell you.— Oh, I know that. 
—Know it ! Ay> but you none of you care to own 
jt. For any thing, courtly and airy, for a Dra- 
matick Satire, or a modern Tragedy, we have 
Dodfley in Pall-Mail,— Mr, Pope allowed him to 
be a good Poet— for Divinity and Morality we 
Jiave Payne that lives in the Row — for Criticifm t 
or any thing in the Belles Lettres way, there is 
R. Griffiths,— why he writes half the Monthly 
Review— and then for the whole Circle of Sciences 
there's our old Friend Mr. Newbery, at the North 
Door of St. Paul's— and the Author of a late 
Pamphlet, called The Lives of the prefent Writers^ 
aflures us for a fa& that he has wrote two fa-» 
yourite farces. 

How much farther his zeal for the honour 
of the Trade would have carried him is Uncertain, 
if his vehemence had not been broke in upon by 
the return of the meflenger, and the arrival of 
Young Folio. The mother was charmed beyond 
expreffion with his appearance in, the -Academical 

Habit, 
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Habit, and vowed he was grown half a head, 
or elfe that drefs made him look fo much taller. 
Well, I proteft it becomes him vaftly ? Don't 
it ? (turning to me) you muft know, Sir, his 
father intends making en him a Clergyman. — Ay, 
ay, the gown by all means ! faid Folio-r- But come, 
Bonus ! you muft fhew your mother and me the 

Univerfity— Mr; — I hope will favour us 

with his company to make the lower of the 
Colleges, and return afterwards to eat a bit of 
mutton with us at dinner. I accepted the invi- 
tation, and Mr. Folio having waited in his gold 
laced hat with a handkerchief of Mrs. Folio's 
about his ears, till the return of his wig, properly 
buflied out and powdered, and having in the 
interim equipped himfelf with a full fuit of* pom- 
padour with gold buttons, which he had brought 
down carefully packed between pafteboards, we 
fallied out of the Angel' into the Higb-Str6et ta 
fee the Univerfity. 

We were no fooner got into the ftreet, thitt 
we were carried* by a kihd of inftirtfl: into Mr. 
Parker's, not only to give Mr. Folio an oppor- 
tunity of (baking his old friend by the hand, 
but alfo in order to furnifh himfelf with one of 
Mr. Prince's' JPqciet Cgmpamons, without which 

be 
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he declared it was impoffible to go round the Unj- 
*erfity. There, Sir, continued he applying himfejf 
to rae, there's another inftance of a Genius in a 
fiookfeller. The Pocket Cdmpanion is all Mr. 
Prince's own>— rnot only his own property, but his 
own writing. One 6f yourgownfmen, indeed, 
has fince wrote a New Guide 9 — but it won't do,-— 
ftiaking his head, — it won't io f — much inferior 
to my Friend Daniel's* 

We then croffed the way to Queen's College, 
where Bonus, as Folio called him, informed us, 
that the Eaft fide of the fquare had been lately 
rebuilt, and that there had been fome fquabbles 
among the Fellows. Folio fatd the Chapel was 
fine, very .fine, and quoted two lines out of Miltonr's 
Spenferofo^ for fo he termed it, about a dim religious 
Light* As to Mrs. Fono, (he declared that 
nothing in the College pleafed her fo much, as the 
figure oyer the door of for Majejiy in a Cage. 
— But that fhe faid was very pretty, and fhe liked 
^it vaftly. 

We then proceeded to All Souls, and the 
Radclitf Library, at the firft of which places 
Bonus informed us, that the Common Room there 
was remarkable for the beft port in Oxford, 
gome of the fellows, fays he, have toft off four 

bottles 



I ' 



tERR^E-FILIUS. N* II. *5i 



bottles of it a day, for fcveral years together, 
without doing them any manner of harm. Folk> 
©bferved, that neither the College Library, nor 
the RadclifF, were as yet half fufficiently flocked, 
and it would be a rare job to have the furniihing 
them with books, Mrs. Fo no faid, that the RadclifF 
was a good deal like St. Paul's, only not half fo 
large or fo handfome. A queer fort of building. 
Ma'am, faid young Bonus,— a mere pepper-box,-^ 
and there* — (pointing to the turrets of AH Souls] 
there are the fugar-cafters. — This produced an 
univerfal laugh, which concluded with an ex-p 
clamation of Folio's, — Well faid, Bonus ! egad, 
I don't think that would be amifs^in the new 
edition of the Jokes. 

We then entered the Schools'Quadrangle, where 
Mr. Folio took upon himfelf to inform his wife 
that all the rudiments of learning were taught in 
that fpot. Here, fays he, my dear, (pointing) there 
are Le&ures read every morning, — Here the Stu- 
dents attend the Profeflbr of Divinity, — and here 
they attend the Hiftory Profeflbr,-^-and here the 
Poetry Profeflbr, — and here the Profeflbr of Phy- 
fick, — arid here the Profeflbr of Civil Law,— 
and fo on, — all learned men that ' have large 
falaries pn purpofc to le&ure their pupils in the 

fciences 
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fciences.^— Ay, fays Mrs. Folio, it is no won- 
der that they Jwve ■ all fo much Laming. — It is 
smpoffible to recount half their obfervations on the 
Pi&ure-Gallery, the Bodleian Library, the Arun- 
del Marbles, the Pomfret Colle&ion, the Cla- 
rendon Printing Hoiife, the Theatre^ and the M**- 
feum. I can xmly recollect, that Mr. Folio met 
with an acquaintance among the compoiitors at the 
printing-houfe, with whom Jie entered into con- 
verfation about the method of printing Bajk^villfa 
Bible without wetting the (beets before they were 
put to prefs ; — and that he fuppofed a good deal 
of money might be made of the M.S.S. in the 
Bodley y — that he compared the Mufeutn to Don 
JSaltero's Coffee-houfe, and that Mrs. Folio 
at going out afleed the peribn who lhew'd the 
room, If. there t was no waxwork*— \n the. reft 
of oux circuit I remember nothing remarkable, 
except that Mrs. Folio was extremely, delighted 
with the Bafon and Mercury in the center of, the 
great quadrangle at Chrift -church, and told 
•her huiband (he wi(bed they had juft fuch a one 
in the middle of their garden at Iflington. 

We then returned to the angel, and as foon as 
dinner^ was ended, and the cloth taken away, Well, 
Bonus, fays Folio, and- what haft thou learnt 

herei 
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liere i Tell us feme of thy ftudics,— come give 

1 

your mother and me a little touch of the Ma~ 
themfetickfc.— -2fo*wy being hard prefftd, Was 
obliged to comply; and drawing a kind of figure 
with his finger in the wine that was fpilt on the 
table, uttered very gravely fbme incoherent jargon- 
about A and B being equal to C and D, and pa- 
rallel lines, and equilateral triangles. Folio and his 
wife obfqrved him with infinite attention, and the 
moft vifible delight f and as foon as he had done, 
This, fays Folio,— this my dear, (addreffing 
faimfelf to his wife) is what we call Demonftrathn* 
Sir, fays Bonus, I did not think you had fo good 
a notion of the Mathematicks.— Child, fays Mrs/ 
Folio, your father has a general knowledge of 
every thing. 

Not long .after I took my leave, and could not 
help refle&ing that to people like Folio and his 
wife, Sights and Shews afford but fmall entertain- 
ment and no inftru&ion : and that it would be al- 
inoft fufficient for the gratification of fitcfc minds, 
if Grand Solemnities, were to come round, like 
the year of Jubilee at Rome, or the blowing 
of the aloe, not above pace in a hundred years* 
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Nunc adtofi ob tarn rem vob'u mca vita invifa eft, Mfcbintg 
, !$uia anon jujla injujltfr or fui omnia % omnlno obfequor : 
Mijfafdcio, tffundite, emite, facite quod •vobis lubet . 
Seifi id volt is fttiusy qua vosprofttr adolefcentiam. 
Minus videtisy magis impenfe cvj>itis 9 cotifu litis farum % 
Sac riprebenderC) et corrigere mt 9 cbfecundtn in hc$ J 
Ecce me, quiidfaciam -vobh, % Tit* 

Now, therefore, if I'm odious to you, Son, 
Btcaufe I'm not fubfervient to your humour, 
In all things, right, or wrong 5 away with care ! 
Spend, fqnander, and do what you will .'—But if. 
In, thofe affairs where youth has made you Uind r 
Eager, and thoughtlefs, you will fuffer me 
To counfell and corredr— and in due feafon 
, Indulge you— I am at your fern ce. Co lean's Tirxnci* 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
TT is neceflary that Terr-k-Filius, like the 
-■" Senior Pro£tor and other great officers of 
this Univerfity, fhould make an harangue at the 
Time of laying down his office , but it gives me 

infinite 
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infinite concern, that on this occafion, inftead of 
glorying in fo favourable an opportunity to difplay 
my merits, I am obliged to make it my chief en- 
deavour to wipe off a moft infamous afperfion that 
has been thrown on my cbarader, no lefs than 
the charge of being a Counterfeit and an Impoftor. 
It rs hard for a man on his death-bed to be put 
upon the proof of the reality of his exiftence, 
and though I am alive and merry, of which I hope 
you are all fully convinced, yet I cannot brook 
the thought that TERR-flE-FiLiys, fhould be ac- 
counted a kind of Baftard Production, (or as the 
lawyers term it) Nulijus Fimus; and that it 
fibould be In the power of Envy or Malice to make 
a blot in my efcutcheon. I do not doubt, how- 
ever, of being able to blazon my title, and to 
prove that I am neither an Ufurper nor a Pretender. 

It is true> indeed, that moft of my anceftors 
were the moft noted manufacturers of Scandal, and 
great wholefale dealers in Libel and Scandalum 
Magnatum \ and that in this glorious occupation 
they nobly fuftained all the pains and inconve- 
niences of martyrdom andperfecution. Jmuft con- 
fefs that my father was expelled the Univerfity for 
villifying the grave and reverend heads of houfes, 
and that my grandfather was expelled the Houfe 

of 
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of Commons for libelling, the honourable meni- 
bers, and reviling th$ .confti tuition* I cannot 
deny that moft part of my family, haVe, at divers 
times, had the honour of being pumped, beat* 
and toft in a blanket ; that many of them have 
lain whole months in Newgate, and flood in the 
pillory at the Royal Exchange, Temple-Bar, and 
Charing Crofs j and that of fome I might even 
juftly boaft, that they were hanged for high-trea- 
fon. I muft own too that, for my own part, I 
have not trod in the fteps of my predeceflbrs ; and 
though I am not cohfeious of any Qiameful de- 
generacy, yet I have never been on the brink of 
expulfion for defamation. I. have not fo much as 
been taken up : I never had my boufe entered at 
midnight by king's meffengers.; neither I nor my 
printer can complain of the illegal feizure of our 
papers, or bring a&ions againfl the fecretaries of 
ftate for falfe imprifonment: I never had. the plea- 
fure of having my nofe flit ; I have as yet both my* 
ears; and have not, according to what I have 
hitherto been able to difcover, any profpe£l of dying 
at Tyburn or Kenningtpn-Common. 

4 

For thefe reafocs, ladies and gentlemen, as well 
as for the manner in which i have condu&e4 
myfelf in my office dutripg the prefent Solemnity 

I fin* 
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I find that fome evil-minded perfons have been in- 
duced to confider me and my writings as Spurious. 
They fay, that I have difappoirited their expecta- 
tions. They complain that I have offered no af- 
front to the Chancellor or any other perfon of qua- 
laty ; nor turned the fenior part of the Univerfity 
into objedts of Ridicule for the entertainment of 
frefhmen and under-graduates. They confefs 
that at firft they were induced to conceive better 
hopes of me, but that it may now be faid of me* 
as it is of the month of March, that I came in like 
a. lion, and go out like a lamb. ' 

Thefe and feveral other circumftances, which I, 
cannot pretend to palliate or refute, I can, however, 
' very eafily account for. A Reverend Gentleman of 
Exeter' College, eminent in all parts of Europe for 
his knowledge in Hebrew, in a late contefted elec- 
tion being accufed by the oppofite party of time* 
fervingy very fhrewdly anfwered, in vindication of 
himfelf and his aflbciates, that they did not make 
the times, hut the times made them. The Univer- 
fity borrows its completion from its patrons, 
and the moon her light from the fun, and at a 
time when there is a' general revolution of princi- 
pies, or to (invert a little the arrangement of the 
phrafe) when Revolution-Principles are general 

Vot. I. S among 
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among us, is it any wonder that the bonefl 
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Terrje-Filius fiiould be as changeable as his 
Brethren? 

I can remember the time, and indeed it is -but a 
very little while ago, when a place was efteemed at 
Oxford as a badge of corruption, and a green coat 
the livery of Servitude. I can remember too that 
a certain great patriot informed the Houfeof Com- 
mons, that Oxford was paved with difaffeftion and 
*Jacobitifm. But now the old true blue is faced, 
according to the co urt-fafliion, -with green $ and the 
red and white rofes were not more cJofely twined 
together by the union of the houfes of York and 
iaocafter, .than the Ou> and New Interest in 
#h*s county by ,<the coalition and cooipnoisife at 
'die kfie election of Lord Charles Spenfor and Sir 
-Jaiaes DafhwoocL We have lived to- fee the ftaunch 
-Doitor Blackftoneoo the point of heing fcnt to lie- 

r 

land as a Judge, and honoured with a patent of 
«pr«cedency and .a filk gown. We have livqd to (qe 
4>ir Fxxindis Da{hwood created Lord Le Xfcefpen- 
,fer, and appointed GhaojceUor of the EKcbeqw,&wl 
..Matter of the Wardrobe. Sir John Phtf Kps it js 

- well known is a Privy Counsellor, and mur Right 
Honourable Chancellor is Captain of the B«ufcd #f 
Penfioiiers, 
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Tempora mutantur, et nas mutamur in Mis. 

The Tories arc all at court, and Oxonians are 
made Bifhops. The Cocoas-Tree is running a race 
with Arthur's towards the golden goal of St. 
James's \ and, it is faid, that at the next meeting 
of the parliament a bill will be brought in for 
cleanings lightings and New -Paving the ftreets of 
Oxford by the Right Honourable Mr, Pitt. 

I may be believed alfo when I declare, upon the 
tVard and Honour of an Author, that it is not for 
want of information or materials, that I have not 
made my paper a Chronique Scandakufe 7 a Journal 
of Defamation. I have received letters fuificient 
to form a volume, anecdotes without number, 
and fatires, fonnets, epigrams, and acrofticks by 
whokfale. There is not a toaft in the city or 
environs of Oxford, of whom I have not had a 
particular account; aad there has not been a 
phaeton and four driven out of Oxford this fuift- 
inr, or a Angle excurfion to Walliagford, that 
has not been faithfully regiftered in my black book. 
One correfpondent has fent me a piece, which he 
calh the Secret Hiftory of Ditchley j and another 
has tranfmitted an extSt detail of all the ceremo- 
nies on opening the newly-repaired church at 
Weft- Wy comb laft Sunday, together with the copy 

• .. , S 2 Of 
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of a carol on the occafion, which he tells me 
was written by Paul Whitehead, and fung over 
Milk Punch in the Golden Ball. In fhort, fo 
willing are all to open the fluices of Scandal, that 
there is not a corner of the country from which 
I have not been favoured with fame curious ar- 
ticles of intelligence, with an earned defire of 
their being communicated to the publick by the 
channel of my paper, fo that had I been difpofed 
to fit in judgment upon them, care has been taken 
to provide me a handfome calendar of delinquents. 
A great number of correfpondents have very 
freely and abundantly communicated their obferva- 
tions on the tranfadions of the prefent Encjenia: 
fome have fent me criticifms .on the verfes .and 
orations delivered in the theatre; and others have 
commented on the voice, gefture, and deportment 
of the fpeakers, greatly lamenting that Mr. She- 
hid an, as heretofore, was not employed to inftruft 
our young nobility and gentry in the art of elocu- 
tion. One writer affe&s to be greatly difgufted at 
the vehemence and frequency of the plaudits of the 
upper gallery y bellowed indifcriminately on the 
Chancellor or a finger, Dr. King or the firft 
fiddle. Another is much offended that the pieces 
on this occafion are compofed in no other lan- 
guages 
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guages than Latin or Engliftu At fuch a time, 
as well as in their printed granulations, the mem- 
bers of the Univerfity might be expedited to (hew 
the extent of their learning, and we might not 
only, with the moft modeft expectation, have pro- 
mifed ourfelves feveral Greek odes after the man- 
ner of Pindar, and occafional pieces of Hebrew 
pfalmody, but%ave flattered ourfelves with the 
certain hopes of feeing the elegant figure of 
Mr. Swinton delivering an oration in Etrufcan or 
Phoenician, 

In this place, as I am fettling the account with 
my correfpondents, it is alfo proper to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of feveral remarks on the prefent 
ftate of the Univerfity, and hints for its improve- 
ment. A perfon who figns himfelf LondinenJis 9 
laments that the arts of politenefs, as well as the 
polite arts, are not taught at Oxford, and propofes 
that Meflieurs Hart and Dukes, or at leaft one 
of them, mould be invited down to inftruft our 
grown gentlemen ', thinking that he might be of as 
niuch fervice to the Univerfity, and make as bril- 
liant a figure in that art, as Dr. Hayes in Mufick; 
on which confideration it might be expedient to ap- 
point him Dancing Professor. Another per- 
fpn, a facetious clergyman of uncommon parts, who 

dates 
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.dates his letter from Lincoln College, wHhes to 
fee the intended fcheme of a riding-houfe, (to 
whkh the profits of the laft collection of the 
Clarendon papers were fuppofed to be appropri- 
ated) carried into immediate execution. He fore- 
fees great advantage accruing to the church -mil i- 
v iant, from our Doctors in Divinty being taught to 
ride the. Great Horfe, and does mk doubt but that, 
from their acknowledged fkill in horfemanflup, 
theReftorof his own houfe, Lincoln College, and 
the Prefideiit of Corpus Chrifti, will inftantry be 
'appointed joint matters of the riding-houfe, and 
-have the fole direction of the Manege. 

I have al fa received feveral rough draughts and 

curious portraits of academical characters, with 

Ahe names, for fear of mi (take, at the bottom 

of the pi£ture. , fy young buck of Chrift Church 

has font me a cutting fatire on a fevere difciplh- 

liarian, whofe name and additions I do not think 

'proper to mention; and zfeflotu of Trinity com* 

plains of being forced, with feveral more, to lay 

-out an hundred pounds in taking a do&or's degree; 

and inveighs moft bitterly againft tuft-hunUr$ y 

and a perfon whom he calls Doctor Driver. 

" Thcfe and feveral other articles of intelligence 

extraordinary, I have had virtue enough to fup- 

prefc 
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preft, Stnd think I deferve the publick thanks 
both of the Town and -Univerfity,' together with 
fome more folid and fubftantial marks of their 
favour, for my extraordinary moderation. Tte 
affairs of the corporation are, I fear, too much • 
perplext to make me, any handfome gratuity; but, 
I hope, in consideration of my clemency towards 
them and my teajiernefs to their wives and daugh- 
ters, at leaft to have the compliment of my free- 
dom in a gold box, with a right of common oh 
Port-Meadow. As to the Univerfity, I exped oh . 
the next publick occafion to be prefented to an 
^honorary degree, and that in the mean time, the 
-Burfars of the feveral colleges w'Ai have d«ec- 
tioris to make oip a purfe for Tje.krje~Filwg^ * 

Publick writers^ it is well known, have often 

been bought off, filenced with a bribe, or quieted 

»with a peflfiofl, wk&t the fears pf fine* pilldry, 

.a«d imprifoniaeivt feav$ had np influence over thejr 

reflations, and all tjie terror of the law have been 

let loofe upon -them in vain. Our own Xiri&es fr*> 

jwili afford e*aippkis of writers, whp, 4ftar having 

$>een disappointed pf the exppSed Reward? from. 

.£he hands of Power and Munificence, Jiaye turned 

t £r<opi the plea&pt path of Panegyric^, and goue 

u#w ftp kUt kfvtytf §*$"& J<y my s>vw .pm, 

. being 
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being naturally of a benevolent difpofitiori, I 
had rather it fliould be made worth my while to pur- 
fue the fmooth Turnpike-Road, in which I have 
fet out. At prefent, being the firft of my 
family who has not been expelled, Itiftft refolved to 
take my leave in good humour, and fhall conclude 
my prefent Courfe of Lectures Avith the words in 
which the. late worthy Biflipp of Clpyne, who had 
iv'ry virtue under tleaven, and who fpent the laft 
part of his life amongft us, ufed of,ten to defcribe 
this Univerfity. 

" Oxford is a fair city, fituated in a pleafant 
" country; adorned >jith beautiful gardens and 
<c magnificent palaces* and a place where Reli- 
f € gion and Learning are kept in countenance." 

POSTSCRIPT. 

The worftiipful Sir John Fielding, Knight, and 
Juftice of Peace for the liberty of Weftminfter, 
having at fundry times not only given occasional 
Hints and Cautions from the Police, but alfo pub- 
lifhed ufeful extracts and claufes from the Penal. 
Statutes i Terr,s>Filius, in imitation of fo 
great an example, thinks proper to fubjoin to 
this, paper the following extract from the ftatutes 
of the Univerfity, at the fame time exhorting 

the 



i i ' ' ' 

TERRiE-FILIUS. N* lV« v 265 

the junior part thereof to a ferious perufal of 
the Statute Boole, that they may knotf the rules 
which at their matriculation . they undertake to 
obey, it being a maxim of the Ciyil as yell &» 
Common Law, that lghorantia non excufat Legem. 

§. 4- De Domibus Oppidanorum n$n freqifentandis* 

c * Statutum . eft quod Scholares et Graduati 
<c cujufcunque Generis a domibus et officinis 
" oppidanorum, de die, et prefertim de no£le y 
€€ abftineant. - Prsecipue vero ab aedibus infantes 
** feu fufpe£fas mulieres vel Meretrices alentibus, 
*' aut reefpientibus ; quarum confortio fchola- 
" ribus quibufcunque, five in privatis cameris % 
<( live in aedibus oppidanorum, prorfus inter- 
€t dictum eft. Et ft quis de die in iifdem, vel 
*' ear urn aliquA deprehenfus fuerit (nifi rationa- 
" bilem accejfiis fui morave caufam reddiderit) 
" ft non graduatus fit, pro arbitrio Vice-Can- 
<c cellarii, vel Procuratorum, qui deprehenderint, 
€i caftigetur. Si vero Graduatus fuerit, 3s 4d, 
" pro qualibet vice Univerfitati mulcletur. Quod 
" ft quis ibidem de No&e interefle deprehenfus 
" fuerit, pcenis no&ivagorum omnino fubjiciatur: 
c< quern in finem (in fubfidium Vice-Cancel- 
" larii et Procuratorum) poteitas fit Prafefiis 

VoL - I. T *dium 
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i( aediuih domos oppidanorum jntrandi ; ut 
4€ plorent an aliqui e fuis illis verfentur de Die 
44 vel de Node* Si quis vero Magiftratui vel 
4C Praefefto domus, de nofte poft claufas fores 
44 oftium pulfanti, fores fine mora vel tergiver* 
44 fatione non reeluferit, pro prima' vice mulfte- 
44 tur 20Si fecunda vero, commercio cum privi- 
44 legiatis (fi oppidanus fucrit) alias privilegie 
» 44 ipli interdicatur." 
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